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Chapter 1 

History of English Literature 

 

1.0  Learning Objectives 

● Analyse the relationship between the internal and external history of the English 

language and the linguistic consequences. 

● Explore, identify, and compare different varieties of English around the world. 

● Students will have a basic knowledge of English historical linguistics, periods of 

language history, linguistic phenomena, and their diachronic developments. 

● To be acquainted with the major historical developments in the history of 

English. 

● To have a basic knowledge of important aspects of the older stages of the 

language—Old, Middle, and Early Modern English 

1.1  Introduction 

A Historical Survey of English:- Periods in the History of the English Language are 

generally divided into three distinct periods: 1. the Old English Period or Anglo-Saxon 

Period, 2. the Middle English Period, and 3. the Modern English Period. The Old English or 

Anglo-Saxon Period begins from the earliest times to 1100 A.D. The Middle English Period 

extends from 1100 A.D. to 1500 AD. The modern English period runs from 1500 A.D. to the 

present day, which can be well divided into two distinct parts: 1. That of the Tudor period or 

up until the Shakespeare era, and that of the post-Tudoran or post-Shakespeare times. The 

three periods in the history of the English language are still so long, as has already been done 

in the modern English period. When this period is further divided, two transitional periods are 

clearly defined, one at the beginning from 1100 AD to 1200 AD and the other from 1200 AD 

to 1500 A.D. Similarly, in the modern English period, the seventeenth century may be set 

apart as one in which considerable changes were taking place. 

1.2     Main body of the text   

The wandering tribes from the continent came to Britain towards the close of the sixth 

century A.D. They made English their permanent home. These settlers are known as the 

Anglo-Saxons and the Jutes. 
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The dialects of old English as the Teutonic settlers in Britain represented different 

tribes, their languages represented dialects that were more or less diverse. 

1.  Northumbrian- It was spoken in the north of the Humber River. 

2.  Merican- It was used between the Humber and the Thames. 

3.  West-Saxon- It was the dialect of the West-Saxon Kingdom in the South West; it 

forms the basis of the study of Old English. 

4.  Kentish-It was the tongue spoken in Kent and Surrey. Kentish represents the 

language of the Jutes, and West Saxon is the language of the Saxons. The oldest 

remains of these dialects are interesting. The earliest dated manuscript in which 

English words are used is a Kentish charter of 679 A.D. In the first half of the ninth 

century, the rise of the West Saxon Kingdom began, and with King Alfred, the West 

Saxon dialect, which continued to be the standard language of English, 

Characteristics of Old English 

A.  Changes in characteristics concerned with the sound-The most marked feature 

in the sounds of Southern English, West Saxon, and Kentish is the tendency to substitute the 

palate for guttural consonants and vowels. This tendency is also shared by Merican. 

Examples are such as our modern ‗ch‘ where northern words have a "k" sound, such as 

‗church‘ and ‗kirk‘, ‗chaif‘ and ‗calf‘ etc. 

B.  West Saxon and Kentish are comparatively conservative and do not have the 

flexibility of Northumbrian. All English dialects showed a tendency towards simplification of 

grammar and inflexions. A second feature of old English is the absence of those words that 

come from Latin and French. Thus, old English is almost purely Teutonic in its vocabulary. 

The third and most fundamental characteristic is that which distinguishes old English 

from modern English in grammar. Old English was a synthetic language, whereas modern 

English is analytical. In a synthetic language, the order of words does not cause any change in 

meaning; for example, ‗The wolf killed the lamb‘, or ‗The lamb killed the wolf‘, would make 

no difference in meaning, although the order of words in the sentence is quite reversed. 

The fourth characteristic of old English is its gender. In the neuter, objects are not 

necessarily neuter; for instance, ‗stone‘, ‗food‘, ‗moon‘, etc. are shown as masculine, and 

‗sun‘ and ‗hen‘ have been used as demi nine. 
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The fifth characteristic of old English is its great flexibility. Old English had a great 

capacity for rendering words for new and novel uses. 

(a)  By making self-explaining compounds both in nouns and adjectives. 

(b)  By making extensive use, as in Modern German, of prefixes and suffixes to 

form new words from old ones or to modify or extend the root idea. 

The above-noted process of making words was quite fertile and rich. 

Pure English words are the following: 

1.  (a)  demonstrative adjectives, pronouns, and numerals 

(b)  All auxiliary verbs 

(c)  Prepositions and conjunctions 

(d)  Nouns forming their plurals by change of their vowels, such as tooth, goose, 

  etc. 

 (e)  Verbs form their past tense by changing their vowels, such as give, etc. Rn. 

  take, etc. 

 (f)  Adjectives form their degrees of comparison irregularly. 

2. Grammatical inflexions - 

 (a)  Plural suffixes ending in‗s‘ or ‗es‘. 

 (b)  Verbal inflexions of past and present tenses 

 (c)  suffixes denoting the degree of comparison 

3.  Many Suffixes- 

 (a) Suffixes of nouns  + hood 

     + ship 

     + ness 

     + ing 

     + ling 

 (b) Suffixes in adjectives  + ful 

     + ly 
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     + some 

 (c)  suffixes of verbs, as em or ‗en‘. 

4.  Numbers Prefixes, such as al, be, under, on, and out, we find English words combined 

 with foreign elements. Such words are termed ‗hybridism‘ and are many in number, 

 such as ‗hindrance‘, ‗furtherance‘, ‗bondage‘, detriment‘, ‗goddess‘, ‗shepherdess‘, 

 huntress‘, etc. 

Middle English 

 Middle English is a natural progression of Old English. The year 1066 was the year 

 when the Duke of Normandy defeated the English King and annexed Britain to his 

 dominion. As a result, the Normans, mostly speaking French, came into close contact 

 with Britain. 

Chaucer began writing with the translation of Le Remount de La Rose. 

1.  Southern- In this dialect, we have the lives of St. Catherine and St. Juliana. 

2.  Kentish- It is represented by the Kentish sermons. 

3.  Midland -It has given us a delightful work, namely ‗piers the ploughman‘ by William 

Langland. 

 In the Middle English period, Northern replaced what was known as Northumbrian in 

the old English period. Similarly, Midland took the place of Mercian, and Southern was used 

for the order West-Saxon. Kentish continues to retain its name. The texts for these dialects 

are numerous, emerged towards the end of the 14th century, and got established as the 

standard language of English 

Main Characteristics 

 The Middle English period (1100–1500) was marked by many momentous changes in 

the English language. Some of them were due to the Norman Conquest, and others were a 

continuation of tendencies that had begun to manifest themselves in Old English. Middle 

English, which evolved out of King Alfred‘s English, showed tendencies towards flexional 

decay. 

 The period is also characterised as one of ‗levelled inflexions. Endings of the noun, 

adjective, and verb mark distinctions between numbers, cases, and genders. The full vowel 
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endings, such as ‗a‘, ‗u‘, ‗e‘, ‗an‘, um, etc., were generally reduced to uniform, which now 

became mute at the end of the Middle English period. 

 In Middle English, the genitive form was originally limited to masculine and neuter 

nouns. The adjective was reduced from eleven forms to one and the definite article for all 

genders. Middle English, which also disappeared at the close of the period, along with so 

many strong past participles in ‗en‘. The present participle changes its ending from- ende‘ to -

ing'. 

 Another important Middle English development is the extended use of the auxiliary 

‗do‘. It was occasionally used in Anglo-Saxon to avoid repeating a verb. 

 The decay of inflexion exerted a great influence on syntax. Word order was not as 

important as in Middle English or Modern English. One of the devices used to replace the 

flexional ending was the greater use of prepositions. 

 Another important characteristic of Middle English was the loss of grammatical 

gender. Thus, ‗wife Mann‘ (woman) was masculine, while ‗wife‘ (woman) and ‗child‘ (child) 

were neutral. Today, the inflections ending in indicative of gender have been replaced by 

neutral gender. 

 A considerable change in the old English pronominal system was another 

characteristic of Middle English. A confusion arose in the use of the O.E. pronouns of the 

third person because of the decay of the inflexional endings. The confusion was cleared by 

supplanting the native pronouns with Scandinavian pronouns. 

 Of all the middle English dialects, Midland enjoyed the pride of place. Midland was 

divided into two varieties of speech and writing: (1) East Midland and (2) West Midland, in 

which Langland gave us the vision of piers the ploughman. 

1.3  Further main body of the text 

 The modern English period is said to have started in 1453 A.D. with the fall of 

Constantinople into the hands of the Turks and the consequent spread of Greek scholars on 

the continent. By the end of the 14th century, the Midland dialect was established as Standard 

English for many reasons. 

 The Renaissance brought many Greek words, and there was a great influx of these 

into English. Greek began to be taught at Cambridge in about 1540. 
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 The Reformation accelerated the struggle of the English nation against the corrupt 

authority of the Catholic Church and the pope of Rome. The East Indian Company, set up in 

1600 A.D., began to show its armed victories with the battle of Plassey in 1757. The result 

was the inevitable introduction of numerous East Indian words into English. 

 The Elizabethans enjoyed great freedom of expression. To the Elizabethan, it seemed 

as if almost any word could be used in any grammatical relation—adverbs for verbs, nouns or 

adjectives, nouns and adjectives for verbs and adverbs". 

 The Tudor-English period is extended to the year 1616, obviously to include the 

works of Shakespeare until his death. With the Restoration came a new age of French 

influence. French fashions were supreme in the English court. The French words borrowed 

during this period were not naturalised, and their native pronunciation continued unscathed. 

The Augustan age was for the preservation of many Latin words. 

 Since the Victorian age, English has held a matchless position in the family of world 

languages. 

 When it comes to the characteristics of modern English, the most important features 

are the Great Vowel Shift and the rise of standard English. Since 1500, with the rise of 

standard English, the number of the various English regional dialects has been reduced to two 

only. These two dialects are the Northern and the Midland. The Middle Ages had been keenly 

interested in matters of philosophy and religion. The modern English language also reflects 

this growing love of science by becoming more and more analytic. 

 One of the greatest characteristics of modern English is the loss of inflexions and 

inflected grammatical gender. 

 Modern English is to be seen in the different way of its spelling and pronunciation 

from old English and Middle English. Another feature of modern English is its varied and 

vast treasure of words. The Greeks and the Germans in quite recent days, and the Americans 

and the colonised peoples in our own days, have been influencing English to a considerable 

extent. 

 Another characteristic of modern English is its freedom from dry lexicography, literal 

pedantry, and other cumbersome adumbrations. It has become today comparatively flexible 

and soft; nouns are being used as abjections, as in gustation, and ‗boy-friend‘ verbs are 

employed as nouns, e.g., ‗a wash‘, ‗a cut‘. In modern English, the imperfect passives have 
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been adopted as a very useful development of English grammar, such as in ‗The story is 

being told‘. 

Latin, Celtic, and Scandinavian Influence on Old English 

Before we go to find the classical influences on English, let us understand the term ‗classical‘ 

‗classical‘ is a term that is applied to denote the tongues that were once widely used. 

Generally. ‗Classical‘ means ‗something standard‘. 

Latin and Greek are the two languages most widely studied as classical.  

Latin- The first Latin words in English were borrowed before the Teutonic tribes left their 

continental homes. The Latin words found in old English, in common with the Teutonic 

language of the continent, belong to the earliest Latin influence. We can divide the entire 

Latin influence into four distinct phases. 

First Phase: The Latin words borrowed in this phase belong to agriculture, war, domestic life, 

and the arts of building. The famous German philologist mentions that the English words 

came from Latin during this phase: 

‗Kettle‘ - ‗Catullus‘ 

‗mint‘- ‗Moneta‘ 

‗Short‘-‗excursus‘ 

Second phase: Most words in Latin belong to the place names left by the Romans. One of 

them is ‗Chester‘. Old English ceaster comes from Latin ‗castera‘ meaning a fortified town‘. 

‗Chester‘ and ‗Caster‘ form part of many place names such as Lancaster, Doncaster, 

Manchester, Rochester, and Gloucester. 

Third Phase: The third phase of the Latin influence comes when Christianity enters England. 

As a result, many ecclesiastical terms were introduced into English, and many words became 

common in everyday life. 

1.  Words pertaining to the church: altar, devil, monk, nun, pope, etc. 

2.  Trees and Plants: Poppy, Pine, Pear, etc. 

3.  Animals: lobster, peacock, etc. 

4.  Miscellaneous: Cheese, Chest, and Fever 

The words given above may be taken as a tentative list. 
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Fourth Phase- Since old English times, there has been a constant adoption of Latin words. 

This can be seen during the Middle Ages and Especially in the Revival of Learning, which 

revolutionised the thought and culture of early modern Europe. In modern times, Latin has 

been again drawn upon for scientific terms. Early scientists wrote in Latin, and the custom 

was followed by Bacon in his Novum Organum and by Newton in his Principia. Latin 

terminology has the special advantage of being understood by scientists all over the world. 

The Celtic and Scandinavian influence upon English: 

 English has crossed many ‗streams'. As a result, foreign elements have passed into it. 

Such things usually happen when two languages, even if diverse on many counts, meet 

together. 

Celtic: The Celtic elements in early English are practically non-existent. Henry Bradley says, 

"Modern investigation has shown that the number of Celtic words that were found in English 

before the 12th century is less than a dozen, and of these, several appear from their form to 

have been learned not from the Britons but from the Irish missionaries from Lona to 

Northumbria".  

 The Anglo-Saxons conquered the Celts and relegated them to the position of slaves. 

They are also known as the Ancient Britons, who were actually the aborigines of England. 

Their language persisted in those regions that were not overrun by the Anglo-Saxons and still 

survives as Welsh, Scotch, Gaelic, and Irish, and Manx, unfortunately doomed to the same 

fate, died out in the eighteenth century. 

 In addition to ‗bin‘ and 'dur', any other early Celtic contribution to English was made 

indirectly. In the sixteenth century, a few Gaelic words filtered in, mostly from Ireland. 

The great rush of Scotch Gaelic words began in the mid-18th century, when the picturesque 

scenery of the highlands began to attract visitors from the south, e.g., Pennant, Johnson, and 

Boswell. It was Sir Walter Scott who, in his poems and novels, familiarised English readers 

with a large number of picturesque Gaelic words only to be found. 

 One of the reasons for the least amount of Celtic influence upon the Tetons might be 

the extermination of the Celts by the invading race. A deadly struggle occurred, and many 

Celts were held as slaves, and many Teuts married Celtic women. 
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 It is in the place names that we witness the Celtic element. Thus, ‗Thomes‘ is a Celtic 

River name, and various Celtic words for river or water are preserved in the names ‗Avon‘, 

‗Exe‘, ‗Usek‘, Dover, and ‗Wye‘. 

 Outside of place names, the Celtic influence on the English language is almost 

negligible. 

 But it is clear that the Celts, though a submerged race, impressed themselves upon the 

Teutonic consciousness and made them a permanent part of their vocabulary. 

B. Scandinavian: Near the end of the old English period, the Danes came to England. They 

were the inhabitants of Scandinavia and Denmark. For some centuries, the Scandinavians had 

been quiet people. But in the eighth century, a change occurred in this area that made them 

restless and adventurous. They began a series of attacks on all the lands adjacent to the North 

Sea and the Baltic. The Swedes established a kingdom in Russia; the Norwegians colonised 

parts of the British Isles, the Faroe Islands, and Iceland; and from there, they pushed on to 

Greenland and the coast of Labrador; the Danes founded the dukedom of Normandy; and 

finally, they conquered English. 

 The king of Denmark began to rule England. These unusual achievements were 

possible due to the daring sea rovers. Who are commonly known as Vikings? The period 

from the mid-eighteenth century to the beginning of the Viking Age 

 Three well-marked stages of the Scandinavian attacks upon England. In a majority of 

cases, the Danish and Scandinavian forms at the time of settlement of the Danes in England 

were almost identical. The Danes first settled down in Northumbria, where they spread 

rapidly. Over northern and eastern England. The language of the Danes was that of their 

English cousins; in the union of two races, the English form or meaning was modified by the 

Danish speech. 

 Furthermore, northern England was very close to Scandinavia, and there was a greater 

degree of literary influence. Then has been recognised so far, and the extent of the 

Scandinavian element in English is today a matter of conjecture more than of knowledge. 

While Norse words began to enter the spoken language in the times of Danish supremacy, 

many more words are found after 1200 C.  

1.  In Teutonic words, the sound combination of 'sk‘ points to the Norse again. Ex: sky, 

 scan, scream. 
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2.  Teutonic words with hard ‗k‘ or ‗g‘ where genuine English words would have ‗y‘, ‗j‘, 

 or ‗ch‘ may be regarded as of Norse origin; ex-give, gift, guest. 

3.  Teutonic words with ‗ei‘ or ‗ai‘ are also Norse, e.g., hail, raid, raise. 

4.  Personal names ending in ‗son‘ are Norse. e.g., Gibson, Johnson. The place names, 

 nearly over 600, ending in ‗by‘ are Norse, such as ‗Grimsby‘, Whitby, and ‗Derby‘. 

Now we shall try to find out the spheres of human life in which the ruling Scandinavians 

were able to teach English. 

1.  The loan words that relate to war and more to the navy, in which the foreigners were 

 supreme. 

2.  Many Scandinavian words deal with administration. The Danes reorganised the 

 administrative machinery. The word ‗law‘ is Scandinavian. 

3.  The Scandinavian words are mostly short; the Scandinavian element is to be felt in 

 English grammar. We have such pronouns as ‗they‘, them, and ‗they‘re‘ from this 

 force. We also find such pronominal adverbs as ‗hethen‘ and ‗whether‘ which display 

 the native forms ‗heonan‘, thane, and ‗hwanan‘. 

The fusion of the two languages not only influenced syntactic relations but also introduced a 

new tendency to speak English flexibly without caring much for its correct usage. It is one of 

the most interesting of the foreign influences that have contributed to the English language. 

1.4  Check your progress. 

Que 1- Discuss the major influences on the development of Old English. 

Que 2- Explain the role of Geoffrey Chaucer in the development of Middle English. 

Que3- Explain the concept of language standardization and its significance in the 

development of Modern English. 

Que4-  Analyze the influence of Latin and Greek on the vocabulary of the English language. 

Que5-  What is the role of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in understanding Old English history? 

Que6-  What led to the transition from Old English to Middle English, and when did this 

transition occur? 

Que7-  What is the significance of the King James Bible in the history of Modern English? 
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Que8-  Who is known for producing the first comprehensive English dictionary and when 

was it published? 

Que9- What is the significance of the Great Vowel Shift in the history of English? 

Que10 What are some key differences between Early Modern English and Present-day 

English? 

1.5  Summary 

The history of the English language is a complex and fascinating journey that spans 

over a thousand years. Here is a brief summary of its key phases and developments: 

Old English (circa 450-1150): 

Old English, also known as Anglo-Saxon, emerged in what is now England after the Anglo-

Saxon settlement in the 5th century. 

It was heavily influenced by Germanic languages, particularly from tribes like the Angles, 

Saxons, and Jutes. 

Old English texts include the epic poem "Beowulf" and the "Anglo-Saxon Chronicle." 

Middle English (circa 1150-1500): 

Middle English developed as a result of the Norman Conquest in 1066 when William the 

Conqueror and his Norman followers introduced French influence to England. 

The language evolved with the merging of Old English and Norman French, creating a rich 

vocabulary and diverse linguistic influences. 

Geoffrey Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales" is a famous example of Middle English 

literature. 

Early Modern English (circa 1500-1700): 

The Renaissance and the printing press played significant roles in standardizing English. 

During this period, English underwent significant changes in pronunciation and grammar, 

leading to a more recognizable form of the language. 

William Shakespeare, with his prolific body of work, contributed extensively to the 

development of Early Modern English. 

 



 

13 
 

Modern English (circa 1700-present): 

Modern English began to take shape around the 18th century, marked by the publication of 

dictionaries and grammars. 

The language continued to evolve, absorbing vocabulary and influences from various 

sources, including Latin, Greek, and other languages. 

The British Empire's expansion spread English worldwide, contributing to its global 

importance. 

In the 20th century, American English emerged as a distinct variant due to regional 

differences and cultural influences. 

Contemporary English (20th century-present): 

The 20th and 21st centuries have seen English become a global lingua franca, used in 

science, technology, business, and international diplomacy. 

The influence of mass media, the internet, and global communication has accelerated the 

spread and evolution of English. 

Dialects, accents, and variations continue to develop, reflecting the cultural diversity of 

English speakers around the world. 

In summary, the English language has evolved from Old English, heavily influenced by 

Germanic languages, through Middle and Early Modern English, shaped by historical events 

and cultural exchanges, to become a global language in the modern era, continually evolving 

with the changing times and technologies. 

1.6  Keywords 

● Old English 

● Middle English 

● Norman Conquest 

● Early Modern English 

● Renaissance 

● Printing Press 

● William Shakespeare 
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● Modern English 

● British Empire 

● American English 

● Global Lingua Franca 

● Mass Media 

● Internet 

● Dialects 

● Accents 

● Language Evolution 

● Language Contact 

● Linguistic Influences 

● Language Standardization 

● Language Variations 

1.7  Self- Assessment Test 

Que1-  Explain the significance of the Anglo-Saxon period in the history of English. What 

are some key features of Old English? 

Que2-  How did the Viking invasions influence the English language and culture during the 

Viking Age? 

Que3-  What role did the Norman Conquest in 1066 play in shaping Middle English? 

Que4- Provide examples of Middle English literature and explain how it reflects the 

linguistic changes during that period. 

1.8  Answers to Check Your Progress 

Ans 1- Old English, also known as Anglo-Saxon, was influenced by several key factors. 

First, it was shaped by the Germanic tribes, such as the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, who 

settled in England around the 5th century. These tribes brought their Germanic languages, 

which formed the foundation of Old English. Second, Viking invasions in the 8th and 9th 

centuries introduced Norse elements into the language. Additionally, the spread of 

Christianity in England brought Latin influences into Old English vocabulary. By the 11th 
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century, the Norman Conquest introduced Norman French vocabulary and grammar, which 

further enriched the language. 

Ans 2- Geoffrey Chaucer, known as the "Father of English Literature," played a pivotal role 

in the development of Middle English. His most famous work, "The Canterbury Tales," is a 

masterpiece of Middle English literature. Chaucer's contributions were significant in several 

ways. First, he wrote in Middle English, which helped standardize and popularize the 

language. His writings reflected the linguistic changes of his time and captured the vernacular 

spoken by ordinary people. Second, Chaucer's work showcased the variety and richness of 

the English language, drawing from French, Latin, and other languages, which contributed to 

the language's vocabulary. His influence on Middle English literature and language remains 

profound. 

Ans 3- Language standardization involves the establishment of consistent rules for grammar, 

spelling, and vocabulary in a language. In the case of English, standardization played a 

crucial role in the development of Modern English. During the Early Modern English period, 

scholars like Samuel Johnson and Noah Webster compiled dictionaries and grammars that 

aimed to standardize the language. This standardization made English more accessible and 

comprehensible to a wider audience, facilitating communication and cultural exchange. The 

Oxford English Dictionary, published in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, further 

solidified English standards. Today, standardized English is essential for global 

communication and serves as a reference point for linguistic consistency. 

Ans 4- Latin and Greek have had a profound impact on the English language, particularly in 

terms of vocabulary. During the Renaissance and later periods, scholars and intellectuals 

turned to classical languages for inspiration. This led to the incorporation of numerous Latin 

and Greek words into English, especially in fields like science, medicine, philosophy, and 

academia. For example, terms like "biology," "television," and "philosophy" have their roots 

in these classical languages. This infusion of Latin and Greek vocabulary enriched English, 

making it more precise and adaptable for discussing complex ideas and concepts. 

Ans 5- The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is a historical record written in Old English, documenting 

important events in England from the 9th to the 12th centuries, providing valuable linguistic 

and historical information. 
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Ans 6- The Norman Conquest of England in 1066 marked the beginning of the transition 

from Old English to Middle English, as it brought Norman French influence and led to 

linguistic changes. 

Ans 7- The King James Bible, published in 1611, had a profound impact on the 

standardization of the English language, as it contributed to the development of a common 

English dialect understood by people from different regions. 

Ans 8- Samuel Johnson is known for producing the first comprehensive English dictionary, 

titled "A Dictionary of the English Language," which was published in 1755. 

Ans 9- The Great Vowel Shift, which occurred between the 14th and 18th centuries, was a 

major phonological change in the English language, leading to shifts in the pronunciation of 

vowels and contributing to the development of Modern English. 

Ans 10- Early Modern English had some differences in spelling, vocabulary, and grammar 

compared to Present-day English. For example, verb conjugations were more complex, and 

spelling was less standardized. 

1.9  References and Suggested Readings 

● English Literature – 1660-1800, a bibliography of modern studies.  

● A reference guide for English studies. 

● The Literary History of English Language by Albert C. Baugh. 

● A Guide to English Literature by F.W. Bateson. 

● "The Venerable Bede" (c. 673-735): Although he primarily wrote in Latin, Bede is a 

significant figure in early English literature and history. 

● "Anglo-Saxon Chronicle" (c. 9th-12th century): This is a collection of annals and 

historical accounts 

● "The Exeter Book" (c. 10th century): This is a manuscript collection of Old English 

● "The Dream of the Rood" (c. 8th century): The author of this poem is unknown 

● "The Wanderer" (c. 9th-10th century): The author is anonymous 

● "The Seafarer" (c. 9th-10th century): Like "The Wanderer," the author is unknown 

● "Beowulf" (c. 8th-11th century): Authorship of "Beowulf" is unknown 
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Chapter 2 

Phonetics 

2.0 Learning Objectives 

● The learner will acquire knowledge and awareness of English phonetics. 

● The learner will be capable of reading, analyzing, and generating phonemic 

transcriptions. 

● It will enhance metalinguistic consciousness regarding the subject in an organized 

manner. 

● The learner will be encouraged to utilize their native language. 

● Overall, phonetics plays a vital role in language learning. 

2.1  Introduction 

Phonetics is the science of speech sounds. It is a division of linguistics that targets  

sounds emitted by individuals in their speech behaviour. The speech acts involve intricate 

movements and activities occurring on distinct planes, some happening at the same time and 

at remarkable speed. The variations are boundless, and the adaptability of speech organs in 

this regard is astonishing. Articulatory phonetics delves into how these adjustments, even 

minutely tiny, are made by the speech organs to produce sounds. 

Phonetics consists of three primary branches- 

1. Articulatory phonetics       2.Auditory phonetics 

3. Acoustic phonetics 

Articulatory Phonetics 

This branch acknowledges the presence of a mechanism for speech production in human 

beings. Speech, in reality, is an overlaid function utilized in a specialized manner, and it is 

part of the respiratory and digestive systems. Organs such as lips, teeth, tongue, hard palate, 

soft palate, and lungs are all involved in speech production.  

In the course of cultural development, humans devised ways to utilize these organs and parts, 

such as the tip, blade, front, center, and back of the tongue, along with corresponding areas or 

points on the roof of the mouth or hard palate, for verbal communication. 
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Role of  Articulatory phonetics -  

Articulatory phonetics examines how the outgoing airflow is controlled along the vocal tract 

to produce various speech sounds. 

Manner of Articulation 

 

 

Auditory Phonetics 

  The  Auditory branch examines how speech sounds are perceived and heard. Hearing 

is an intricate process, analyzing the interpretation of the physical description of exact or 

proposed signals. We can divide it into three stages. 

1. The physical aspect . 

2. Recognition of the basic characteristics of hearing. 

3. Interpretation of auditory sensations,  attributes, and the relationship to the signals. 
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The physical aspect of the auditory system consists of a thorough description of the outer, 

middle, and inner ear. The inner ear analyzes the vibrations and encodes them into neural 

pulses of electro-chemical activity. Fundamental characteristics of hearing include features, 

for ex. loudness, absolute sensitivity, frequency tones, 'masking' or the elimination of 

subjective traces of one or more sounds that the ear is exposed to.  Sound signals may consist 

of a variety of components, from bits of transients to sounds of longer duration, from single 

unit tones to multiple small segment complexes. 

Acoustic Phonetics  

The physical properties of speech sounds- These fall within the domain of a pattern of 

sensations or distinct sensations.These sounds comprise physical traits such as nasality, 

friction of the air passage, sibilant sounds, loudness, amplitude, and airflow turbulence. These 

properties can be acoustically recognized and analyzed. 

2.2 Main body of the text 

Phonetics and Phonology 

  This serves as the initial step in comprehending the immensely complex realm of 

speech behaviour. To elaborate, phonetics is the study of the production and perception of 

speech sounds, while phonology is concerned with the examination of more intricate and 

abstract sound patterns and structures. It investigates how sounds amalgamate to form words 

and how sounds alternate in various languages. Hindi phonology differs from English 

phonology. Phonology examines what holds significance into a specific language as the 

fundamental elements that constitute larger rule-governed construction patterns. 

Speech Sounds 

  To produce speech sounds, we utilize the airstream expelled from the lungs. Speech is 

shaped by the outgoing airstream mechanism. The breathing movements are altered in 

various ways to initiate and sustain speech. The air scattered flows out uninterrupted, referred 

to as pulmonic eggressive airstream mechanism. The incoming airstream is termed ingressive 

airstream mechanism.  
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Organs of Speech 

Respiratory, Phonatory and Articulatory Chambers 

 

 

As we've previously observed, human speech relies on the airflow, which is exhaled from the 

lungs and exits through the mouth and nose. It's hence categorized into sub-systems: 1. The 

respiratory system. 2. The phonatory system. 3. The articulatory system. 

The Respiratory System- 

Lungs actively contribute to generating breath energy. These are two ‗parenchymal‘ sacs 

encompassed by twelve pairs of ribs. These ribs, termed costae, encloses the thoracic cavity. 

Below the lungs is the diaphragm, (a dome-shaped muscular organ). For phonation – 

initiating rapid vibration of the vocal cords and for articulation, the pressure of breath must be 

created. The breath stream is passed from the lungs through the diaphragm and other motions. 

The air pushed out in this manner is referred to as pulmonic egressive mechanism. Its 

opposite is pulmonic ingressive mechanism, characterized by inward airflow. 
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Position  of vocal cords 

The Phonatory System  

Larynx  

Larynx is called the 'voice box', popularly known as 'Adam's apple', a cartilaginous structure 

positioned over the wind-pipe or trachea. It possesses a valving mechanism that serves two 

primary functions: 1. It safeguards the lower respiratory system. 2. It induces various 

constrictions to create diverse sound configurations used in speech. Contained within the 

larynx are the vocal folds or cords. According to Gleason, "two horizontal folds of elastic 

tissue, one on either side of the passage." The vocal cords resemble two lips joined together, 

showing a shape akin to the English alphabet letter 'A'. The vocal cords function as 'Vibrator' 

in phonation. 

Position of vocal cords Diagram Vibration involves normal closing and opening occurring 

numerous times in one second. This action produces a musical note known as voicing.  

Whisper- When the vocal cords are brought close enough to leave a narrow passage for the 

air to escape, the resulting sound quality is perceived as a whisper noise. 

 Glottis-The opening between the vocal cords is termed glottis. The sounds are determined by 

the modification made by the position of the vocal cords in the oral cavity and the pharynx. 

 Articulation: Articulation is the act of producing a sound or word clearly in speech or music. 

(Synonyms – expression, delivery, pronunciation, etc.) The column of air expelled from the 

lungs is altered or interfered with in three distinct ways. 
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1. Inside the larynx when the vocal cords come together to create an obstruction  in the 

form of complete or partial occlusion. 

2. When certain passive articulators  interfere with the outflowing air stream. 

3. The oral cavity changes its shape in a way to modify the air contained within and alter 

its configuration. The vocal tract is a versatile resonance articulation system. These 

resonators are divided into two systems, 

4.  The oral-pharyngeal  

5.   The nasal 

6.  Articulators: All speech organs are known as articulators. They are divided into two 

categories.Mobile or active articulators. 

7. Fixed or passive articulators. Mobile or active articulators: The central and crucial one 

is the tongue. It is flexible and mobile. The other two mobile articulators are of the 

lower jaw, capable of both vertical and horizontal movement to change the phonetic 

qualities of sounds, and the lips, which can be rounded or expanded and brought 

closer to the upper teeth. Fixed or passive articulators: These include (1) the roof of 

the mouth. This is a dome-shaped, hard, and bony structure known as the hard palate. 

The hard palate forms the interior part of the roof of the mouth, separating the oral 

cavity from the nasal passage. The hard palate terminates in the soft palate, which is 

muscular. This is also called velum. Active Articulator Tongue – composed of two 

groups of muscles. 

 

2.3  Further body of the text 

Longitudinal Transverse muscles 

These muscles are within the tongue and responsible for changes in its shape. The tongue is 

an organ to taste and used for chewing and swallowing activities. 

Major Parts of Tongue Apex - Tip -- Blade -- Front -- Back – Root. 

The sides of the tongue used in speech are known as margin. The tip can be raised, curled 

backwards, allowing the passing airstream to vibrate the same   

Lower Lip- The lower lip is an active articulator used for various oral configurations. It can 

bring complete oral occlusion with the upper lip, producing bilabial sounds like plosives. 
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When the lower lip comes into contact with upper teeth, we hear fricative sounds (labio-

dental).  

Passive Articulators- Passive or immobile articulators cannot be moved. These organs, 

starting from the front with upper lip, upper teeth, the teeth ridge, hard palate, and the soft 

palate, behind the hard palate, to the back wall of the pharynx.   

The Hard Palate- is the part of the roof of the mouth, lying immediately behind the teeth 

ridge. As the air passes through the rough, corrugated surface of the hard palate, a hissing 

note is added. For example, /s/ in 'so' and 'sh' - / / as in 'shoe'.  

The Soft Palate- When the soft palate is lowered, the oral passage is closed off, and the 

outgoing air stream passes through the nose; sounds produced in this manner are identified as 

nasal sounds /in/, /n/.  

Uvula: The soft palate terminates in a piece of flesh which dangles over the pharyngeal 

passage called Uvula. It is a small flexible bell shaped hanging down from the posterior edge 

of the velum. 

 

                                 

 

 
Closures in the mouth involving the 

soft palate 

 

Velar Closure 

It is a closure in the oral cavity or 
mouth in which the back of the tongue 

is raised towards the soft palate to affect 
a complete or partial blockage at the 

outgoing air. 

 

Velic Closure 

It is a closure in the oral cavity or 
mouth in which the soft palate itself is 
raised to make a closure with the back 
wall of the pharynx. By this closure no 
air can pass through the nasal cavity. 
when this closure is not there, the air 

can escape through the nose or the nasal 
cavity. 
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 Difference between voiced sounds and voiceless sounds 

Voiced Sounds Voiceless Sounds 

● Vocal cords are loosely held together. 

● Vibrations in the vocal cords. Vibration 

can be felt by placing a finger on Adam's 

apple. 

● All English vowel sounds are voiced 

sounds. 

● Voiced sounds have a ‗humming‘ 

resonance. Ex-‗dull‘, ‗lam‘, ‗cat‘. 

● Vocal cords are held in an open position. 

● No vibrations in the vocal cords. 

● No English vowel is voiceless. 

● Voiceless sounds do not have a 

‗humming‘ resonance. 

● Ex – Some consonants are voiceless. 

‗tin‘, ‗kin‘, ‗bad‘. 

1. Phoneme: Phoneme is the smallest contrastive sound segment. Every language makes 

use of a limited number. The phonemes of English are given below. 24 phonemes in English 

represent consonant sounds and 20 vowels sounds 

2. Minimal Pairs: Phonemes of a language can be discovered through pairs of words 

different in respect of only one sound segment. 

 Pat -/ Paet/ -- Bat-/baet/--cat / kaet/ 

  Change Change 

Change in the first element (consonant) of the sound sequence. 

 Six Phonemes representing six different vowel sound 

 Bit -- / bIt/   Beat -- /bit/ 

 Bet -- /bet/   Bat -- /baet/ 

 Bite -- /baIt/   Boat -- / baut/ 

3. Allophones: An allophone is a speech sound which is one of a number of variants of 

a phoneme. 

 (i) Allophones of /p/, /t/, /k/ -- are aspirated when occurring in an accented 

syllable.   They are preceded by /s/ as in school (k sound), station, spoon. 

 (ii) Allophones of /m/ 

  /m/ is known as a labiodental nasal sound followed by /f/ and /v/ labiodental as 

  in comfort, triumph. 
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 (iii) Allophones of /n/ 

/n/ is known as labio-dental nasal sound, immediately followed by /f/ and /v/ 

 as in information, invitation. and realized as dental nasal sound followed by /   

/ and / / as in the tenth and month. 

 (iv) Allophones of /i/: - Two main  

  The clear / i / -- is followed by a vowel /let/ or semivowel /clear/ 

  Dark / i / -- is used when not followed by a vowel as call, meal. 

 (v) Allophones of / h / - voiced / h / between voiced sounds, / h / is realized as 

  voiced  glottal fricative, as in behind, below: 

 

 

Diagram of Classification of complete phonemic description of English Consonants 
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Organs of Speech 

 

Places of Articulation                                                                                          
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2.4  Check Your Progress 

Que1-  Explain the fundamental concepts of phonetics and its significance in linguistics. 

Que 2- Discuss the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and its role in representing speech 

sounds. 

Que 3- Examine the articulatory processes involved in producing speech sounds and provide 

examples of different articulatory settings. 

Que 4- Discuss the concept of speech perception and the role of the human auditory system in 

processing speech sounds. 

Que 5- What's a diphthong in phonetics? 

Que 6- What is a homophone? 

Que 7- Discuss the importance of phonetics in understanding and studying language. 

Que 8- Explain the difference between articulatory, acoustic, and auditory phonetics, and 

illustrate how they are interconnected. 

2.5  Summary 

Phonetics is the branch of linguistics that focuses on the study of speech sounds, specifically 

their production, classification, and acoustic properties. Here is a summary of the key aspects 

of phonetics: 

Articulatory Phonetics 

This branch of phonetics deals with the physical aspects of speech production, including the 

movements and positions of the articulatory organs (e.g., tongue, lips, vocal cords) when 

producing speech sounds. 

It categorizes speech sounds based on their place of articulation (where in the vocal tract the 

airflow is obstructed or modified), manner of articulation (how the airflow is obstructed or 

modified), and voicing (whether the vocal cords vibrate). 

Acoustic Phonetics 

Acoustic phonetics focuses on the acoustic properties of speech sounds, such as their 

frequency, amplitude, and duration. 

It uses spectrograms and other tools to analyze the sound waves produced during speech and 

how they vary across different speech sounds. 
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Auditory Phonetics 

This area of phonetics explores how the human auditory system perceives and processes 

speech sounds. 

It studies the perception of pitch, loudness, and other acoustic properties that contribute to 

speech sound identification. 

Phonetic Transcription 

Phonetic transcription is the notation system used to represent speech sounds in writing. The 

International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is the most widely used system for this purpose. 

Phonetic transcription helps linguists accurately represent the sounds of a language, 

regardless of its writing system. 

Phonemes and Allophones 

Phonemes are the smallest distinctive units of sound in a language. They are abstract 

representations of speech sounds that can change the meaning of a word when substituted for 

one another (e.g., /p/ and /b/ in "pat" and "bat"). 

Allophones are variant pronunciations of a phoneme that do not change word meaning. They 

often result from phonological rules and contextual influences. 

Suprasegmental Features 

In addition to individual speech sounds, phonetics also considers suprasegmental features 

such as intonation, stress, and rhythm. 

Intonation patterns convey information about sentence type (declarative, interrogative) and 

emotional tone. 

Stress patterns can affect word meaning and sentence structure. 

Dialectal Variation 

Phonetics plays a crucial role in understanding dialectal variations in speech sounds. 

Different regions and communities may have distinct pronunciation patterns. 

Socio phonetics examines how social factors, such as class, gender, and ethnicity, influence 

speech patterns. 
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Applied Phonetics 

Applied phonetics is the practical application of phonetic principles in fields like speech 

therapy, language teaching, and speech technology. 

Speech therapists use phonetics to diagnose and treat speech disorders, while language 

teachers use it to help learners improve their pronunciation. 

Phonetics is fundamental to the study of linguistics, providing valuable insights into the 

sounds of languages and how they are produced, perceived, and represented. It serves as a 

foundational tool for understanding the complexities of human speech and language. 

2.6 Keywords 

● Articulatory phonetics 

● Acoustic phonetics 

● Auditory phonetics 

● Speech sounds 

● Vowels 

● Consonants 

● International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 

● Phonemes 

● Allophones 

● Syllables 

● Word stress 

● Intonation 

● Spectrogram 

● Place of articulation 

● Manner of articulation 

● Voicing 

● Suprasegmental features 

● Dialect variation 
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● Speech therapy 

● Phonological rules 

2.7  Self-Assessment Test 

Que 1- What is the difference between phonetics and phonology in the study of language? 

Que 2- Explain the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and its significance in phonetic 

transcription. 

Que 3- Describe the articulatory phonetics, acoustic phonetics, and auditory phonetics 

branches of phonetics. How do they differ in their focus? 

Que 4- What are the primary articulatory features that define consonant sounds? Provide 

examples. 

Que 5- Discuss the classification of vowel sounds based on tongue height, tongue 

advancement, and lip rounding. 

Que 6- Explain the concept of voicing in phonetics and provide examples of voiced and 

voiceless consonant pairs. 

2.8  Answers to Check Your Progress 

Ans 1- Phonetics is the branch of linguistics that studies the sounds of human speech. It 

focuses on the physical properties of speech sounds, such as their articulation (how they are 

produced), acoustic properties (how they are transmitted as waves), and auditory reception 

(how they are perceived by the human ear). Phonetics is crucial in linguistics because it 

provides a foundation for understanding how speech sounds are produced, transmitted, and 

interpreted by humans. It helps linguists analyze and describe the diverse range of sounds 

found in languages around the world, contributing to our understanding of language structure 

and communication. 

Ans 2- The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is a standardized system of symbols that 

represents the sounds of all human languages. Each symbol in the IPA corresponds to a 

specific speech sound, allowing linguists to transcribe and analyze the pronunciation of 

words across languages. The IPA includes symbols for consonants, vowels, suprasegmental 

features (such as stress and intonation), and diacritics (modifiers that indicate subtle phonetic 

details). The IPA is an essential tool for linguists and language learners because it provides a 

consistent and precise way to represent speech sounds, transcending the limitations of 
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individual writing systems. It plays a vital role in linguistic research, language teaching, and 

dictionary transcription. 

Ans 3- Speech sounds are produced through the coordinated movement of various speech 

organs, such as the tongue, lips, vocal cords, and palate. Articulatory settings refer to the 

specific configurations these organs take to produce different speech sounds. For example, 

the articulatory setting for producing the English sound [p] (as in "pat") involves closing the 

lips completely and then releasing them to create a burst of air. In contrast, the articulatory 

setting for [s] (as in "see") involves bringing the front part of the tongue close to the alveolar 

ridge (the bony ridge behind the upper front teeth) to create turbulence in the airflow. 

Understanding these articulatory processes helps linguists categorize and describe speech 

sounds in terms of their place and manner of articulation. 

Ans 4- Speech perception is the process by which humans recognize and interpret the speech 

sounds they hear. It involves the human auditory system's ability to discriminate between 

different speech sounds, identify phonemes (distinctive sound units), and process 

suprasegmental features like stress and intonation. The auditory system achieves this by 

analyzing acoustic cues, such as frequency, intensity, and duration, which vary between 

speech sounds. The brain then organizes these cues to recognize words and sentences. 

Understanding speech perception is essential for fields like psycholinguistics and speech 

pathology, as it sheds light on how humans process language auditorily and how hearing 

impairments can affect speech comprehension. 

Ans 5- A diphthong is a complex vowel sound where the tongue glides from one vowel to 

another within the same syllable. 

Ans 6- Homophones are words that sound the same but have different meanings and spellings 

(e.g., "to," "too," "two"). 

Ans 7- Phonetics is a critical branch of linguistics that focuses on the study of speech sounds 

in language. It plays a fundamental role in understanding and studying language for several 

reasons. Firstly, phonetics helps us analyze and describe the sounds used in languages, 

providing a systematic way to represent and classify them. This classification enables 

linguists to compare and contrast sounds across languages and dialects, which, in turn, aids in 

understanding the relationships and histories of languages. 
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Secondly, phonetics is essential for language acquisition and teaching. By understanding the 

articulatory, acoustic, and auditory aspects of speech sounds, educators can teach learners to 

produce and perceive sounds accurately. This is particularly important in second language 

acquisition, where learners often need to master unfamiliar sounds. 

Moreover, phonetics contributes to the development of phonological theories, which describe 

the sound patterns and rules within languages. Phonological rules dictate how speech sounds 

interact with one another in a language, leading to processes like assimilation, elision, and 

vowel harmony. By examining phonetic data, linguists can formulate and test hypotheses 

about these phonological rules, leading to a deeper comprehension of a language's underlying 

structure. 

Additionally, phonetics is crucial for speech pathology and therapy. It helps diagnose and 

treat speech disorders by pinpointing the specific speech sound errors individuals may make. 

Speech pathologists use phonetics to design tailored interventions to improve articulation and 

intelligibility in those with speech disorders. 

In summary, phonetics is indispensable in linguistics, language acquisition, teaching, 

phonology development, and speech pathology. It provides the tools and knowledge 

necessary to analyze, describe, and understand the complex and diverse range of speech 

sounds used in languages worldwide. 

Ans 8- Phonetics encompasses three main branches: articulatory phonetics, acoustic 

phonetics, and auditory phonetics. These branches are interconnected and collectively 

contribute to our understanding of speech sounds. 

Articulatory Phonetics: Articulatory phonetics focuses on how speech sounds are produced. It 

examines the movements and positions of the articulators (e.g., tongue, lips, vocal cords) 

during speech. Articulatory phonetics helps us understand the physical processes involved in 

creating different speech sounds, such as consonant and vowel articulation. For example, it 

explains how the placement of the tongue and the constriction of the vocal tract lead to the 

production of specific sounds like [p], [t], or [k]. 

Acoustic Phonetics: Acoustic phonetics deals with the acoustic properties of speech sounds. 

It studies the physical properties of sound waves produced during speech, such as frequency, 

amplitude, and duration. Acoustic phonetics helps us quantify and measure speech sounds 

objectively. For instance, it can explain how different vowel sounds have distinct frequency 

patterns, resulting in variations in pitch and timbre. 
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Auditory Phonetics: Auditory phonetics explores how speech sounds are perceived and 

processed by the human ear and brain. It investigates aspects like auditory discrimination, 

sound recognition, and phoneme categorization. Auditory phonetics is critical in 

understanding how listeners interpret and understand spoken language. 

These three branches of phonetics are interconnected because they collectively provide a 

comprehensive view of speech sounds. For example, articulatory phonetics explains how the 

tongue and lips create specific speech sounds, acoustic phonetics quantifies the acoustic 

properties of these sounds, and auditory phonetics helps us understand how the brain 

processes and recognizes these acoustic signals during speech perception. Together, these 

branches allow linguists to analyze, describe, and comprehend the entire process of spoken 

language production and perception. 

2.9  References and suggested readings 

● [11:12, 9/25/2023] +91 86075 05758: A Course in Phonetics" by Peter Ladefoged 

(1975) - A classic textbook in the field. 

● "Fundamentals of Phonetics: A Practical Guide for Students" by Larry H. Small 

(1997) - Provides practical exercises. 

● [11:12, 9/25/2023] +91 86075 05758: English Phonetics and Phonology: An 

Introduction" by Philip Carr (2003) - Focuses on English phonetics. 

● "An Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology" by John Clark and Colin Yallop (2006) 

- Covers the basics. 

● [11:13, 9/25/2023] +91 86075 05758: "The Sounds of Language: An Introduction to 

Phonetics" by Henry Rogers (2012) - A comprehensive introduction. 

● "Phonetics: A Coursebook" by Rachael-Anne Knight (2012) - Offers exercises and 

activities. 

● "Phonetics and Phonology: An Introduction" by John A. Goldsmith (2017) - Modern 

overview of the field. 

● "Articulatory Phonetics" by Bryan Gick, Ian Wilson, and Donald Derrick (2019) - 

Focuses on articulation. 

 



 

35 
 

 

Subject English 

Course Code 304 (Sem. III) 

Author Dr. Pallavi 

Vetter Dr. Shammi Nagpal 

Chapter 3 The Syllable and Word-Stress 

 

Lesson Structure   

3.0 Learning Objectives 

3.1 Introduction-About the Poem 

3.2 Main Body of the Text 

3.3 Further Main Body of the Text 

3.4 Check your progress 

3.5 Summary 

3.6 Keywords 

3.7 Self-Assessment 

3.8 Answer to check your progress 

3.9 References/ Suggested Readings 

                                                             

  



 

36 
 

Chapter 3 

The Syllable and Word-Stress 

3.0 Learning Objectives 

 1. The students will be able to improve the pronunciation. 

 2. Identify the word stress by pronunciation. 

 3. The students will be able to define ―syllables‖. 

 4. Students will be able to identify the number of syllables in a word. 

 5. To be able to identify rhyming couplets.  

3.1 Introduction  

 For speech analysis, the syllable is a unit next in hierarchy to the individual speech 

sound. The division and the structure of syllables helps the students of literature. A proper 

count of syllables and their nature, whether they are weak or stronger or whether they are 

accented or unaccented helps them to understand and enjoy the metrical patterns in the lines 

of poems. 

 The syllable can be defined in terms of the pulmonic airstream mechanism or in terms 

of the peaks of prominence. The muscles of the chest contract and relax alternately and thus 

the air is pushed out in small puffs. Each movement of the muscles is called a chest pulse. 

Each chest pulse corresponds to a syllable. This produces a reinforced chest pulse and 

stronger puff of air. A syllable produced in this way is called stressed syllable.  

 Technically, more precisely, a syllable corresponds to a peak of prominence. The 

peak is generally carried by a vowel. So in English the sounds /a/, /a:/and/I/ are more 

prominent than the others. The syllabic division in a word is marked by either a dot (.) or a 

hyphen (-) as in /S.Igq.net/  

3.2  Main body of the text  

Syllabic Structure  

 A syllable is composed of its constituent segments‘ vowels and consonants. The chest 

pulse is carried by the vowel, which produces free passage for the escape of the air. A vowel 

is therefore the nucleus of the syllable. The consonants are marginals. The consonant that 

begins a syllable is called the releasing consonant and the one that closes a syllable is called 
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an arresting consonant. The basic structure of the syllable thus is CVC.According to Peter 

Roach, a minimum syllable would be a single vowel in isolation: are / a: /, or / :/. These are 

preceded and followed by silence. However, a syllable will have either an onset that is a 

vowel preceded by a consonant as in car /ka:/or more/m:/, or a coda. 

Syllabic Consonants  

 Vowel is the nucleus, that is, a vowel is an essential element of a syllable in English. 

A number of cases whenever syllables have no vowels in them and yet have the standing of a 

syllable, in such cases the nucleus is the consonant, which is called a syllabic consonant.  

 In phonetics, it is customary to mark a syllabic consonant as V. Therefore, the 

structure of the second syllable in / bdt/ will be cv. 

Stress - Stress is the result of an additional degree of breath force that we expend on a certain 

syllable in an English word. 

 Stress is actually brought about by a reinforced chest pulse. Stress or word accent in 

English creates a rhythm of its own kind. The kind of rhythm we feel in the English language 

is called stress timed rhythm. Phoneticians lay down four kinds of stress in English. They are 

primary, secondary, tertiary and zero. These stresses are distinguished from each other by the 

degree of breath for u that a speaker expends on various syllables of syllabic words. 

Practically we use two degrees of accent – primary and secondary. 

Stress in Simple Words  

 In order to decide on stress placement there are pieces of information that can help 

whether a word is morphologically simple, complex or compound. Monosyllabic words are 

the simplest ones that are said with primary stress if pronounced, in isolation: man, chair, 

book is all spoken with primary stress.  

 The vowel sound / a / is considered a weak prefix and does not carry stress.  

Stress – Shift in word class pairs. Examples 

Stress in complex words 

Stress in compound words. 
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Phonetic Transcription 

Chart 

Consonant  

 A Consonant is a speech sound in the production of which there is some hindrance to 

the air stream at some point in the mouth. The other name of consonants is conoids. 

 In the articulation of consonants there is no free flow of outgoing air in the oral cavity 

or the mouth. Ex - / p / - complete closure.  

 Consonants are not all voiced sounds. Some of them are voiced, others are not. The 

vocal cords may or may not vibrate. Ex -  / t / as in ‗tin‘. (voiceless) 

      /d/ as in ‗din‘ (voiced). 

3.3 Further body of the text  

Classification  

On the Basis of Place of Articulation 

Bilabial 

Produced with the help of 

both lips 

ex - /p/, /b//m/, /w/ 

Labio - Dental 

Sounds are produced with 

the help of lower lip and 

upper set of teeth  

ex - /f/, /v/ 

Dental 

Sounds are produced with the 

help of tip of the tongue and 

the upper set of teeth. 

ex - /o/, /l/ 
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Alveolar 

Sounds are produced with the 

help of tip of the tongue, 

blade of the tongue and the 

teeth ridge. 

ex - /t/,/d/,/s/,/z/,/n,/i/ 

Post - Alveolar 

Sound is produced with the 

help of the tip of the tongue 

and the back part of the 

alveolar ridge. 

ex - /    / 

Retroflex 

Here there is no retroflex 

sound in English. Here the 

tip of the tongue is curled 

back and articulates with 

front part of the hard palate. 

Palato Alveolar  

Here the tip and blade of the 

tongue articulates with an 

alveolar ridge and the front of 

the tongue is raised in the 

direction of a hard palate. 

ex - /t/, /dz/,//,/z/ 

Palatal 

Sounds are produced with 

the help of the front of the 

tongue and the hard palate. 

ex - /j/ 

Velar 

Sounds are produced with the 

help of the back of the 

tongue and the soft palate. 

ex - /k/, /gi,n/ 

Glottal 

Here the two vocal cords act 

as the prime articulators. The 

opening of the vocal cords is 

called glottis; the sounds 

produced in this way are 

called glottal sounds. 

ex - /p/, /b//m/, /w/ 

  

 

Position of the Vocal Cords 

Voiceless Consonants 

/p/,/t/,/k/,t/,/f/,// 

/s/, //, /h/ 

Voiced Consonants 

/b/, /d/, /g/,/dz/,/v/ 

/z/, /z/, /w/, /j/,/i/,m/ 

/n/, /n/, /w/ 
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On the Basis of Manner of Articulation: 

 The manner of articulation specifies the kind of closure or narrowing involved in the 

production of a consonant sound. The consonants are classified into ‗plosives‘, ‗affricate‘, 

‗nasal‘, ‗roll‘, top‘, ‗flat‘, lateral and fricative. 

1. Plosives or stops- In the production of a plosive sound, the nasal and the oral 

passager are closed simultaneously. The active and passive articulators make a firm contact, 

therefore, a compression of air in the oral cavity. When the active articulator is removed the 

air escapes with an explosion. 

 Ex - /p/ and / b / -- Bila bide plosives. (Two lips together) 

 /t/ and /d/ -- Alveolar plosives (oral cavity is blocked by bringing the tip of the tongue 

with alveolar ridge) 

 /k/ and / g/ -- Velar plosives (oral cavity is closed by making a firm contact between 

the back of the tongue and the soft palate). 

2. Affricates – A complete closure of the air passage followed by the building up of 

pressure behind the closure. 

 Ex - /t/ and /d/ - Palatal sounds 

3. Fricatives – In the production, the stricture is a closed approximation. The passage is 

closed and the air escapes through it with audible friction. Nine fricative sounds.  

 Ex - /f/, /v/, //, //, / s/, / z/, / /, / z/, /h/ 

4. Nasals – The oral cavity is completely blocked by bringing the articulators in firm 

contact with each other. All nasal sounds are voiced.  

 Ex - /m/, /n/, /n/ 

5. Laterals – A lateral consonant is produced by a stricture of complete closure. /i/ 

sound is a alveolar lateral and produced with the help of the tip of the tongue and the alveolar 

ridge. 

6. Frictionless Continuant – The active articulator is brought just behind the passive 

articulator; lot of space helps the air to pass freely. No friction is there. 

 Ex - / / - It is a post – alveolar sound and functions like a consonant.  
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7. Semi-vowels – A semi-vowel is a vowel glide functioning as a consonant.  

 Ex -  /w/ - Bilabial semi-vowel 

  /j/ - Palatal semi-vowel 

Intonation 

Intonation may be defined as the variations in the pitch of the voice in the connected speech. 

Pitch changes or intonation is employed by all language. While speaking we have to employ 

intonation (1) to avoid monotone (2) to bring about different shades of meaning (3) to 

distinguish different kinds of set (4) to indicate information focus in the sentence (5) to 

communicate the speaker‘s attitude. 

The Nature of Pitch Variation: Tone Group, Tonic Syllable and Nuclear Tone. 

Nucleus or Tonic Syllable- The syllable on which the pitch change is located is called 

nucleus. The nuclear accent (pitch change and stress) is located on the word the speaker 

wants to give more prominence.  

Tone groups- An utterance that cannot be spoken in one stretch has to be broken into smaller 

segments. The tone group boundary is indicated by an oblique sign. 

 1) No 

 2) They are coming tomorrow. 

 3) I want to finish this work before he returns. 

 4) If you like/I‘ll send the car for you. 

Uses of Tones- When the pitch of the voice rises we have a rising intonation, when it falls we 

have a falling intonation, when it remains on one note for an appreciable time, we have level 

intonation. 

Falling Tone 

(i) General Statements 

 we‘ll meet you at the station. 

 It ‗looks like rain‘. 

 ‗Let's‘ go for a little walk. 
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(ii) Wh-questions 

 When do you have dinner? 

 Where do you ‗want to sit‘? 

 ‗Why don‘t you‘ listen? 

(iii) Commands 

 ‗Shut the door  

 ‗Don‘t go away 

(iv) Exclamations 

 ‗What a ‗fine weather! 

 ‗What a lovely sunset! 

(v) Tag-questions 

 The ‗Doctor‘ came this morning, didn‘t he? 

 You‘ll ‗stay to tea,‘ won‘t you? 

(vi) Rhetorical questions 

 (Expecting agreement and not asking an opinion)  

 ‗Have you ‗brought my coat? 

 ‗Did you put the kettle on? 

 ‗Does she know the way? 

Rising Tone  

(i) Yes-no type questions 

 ‗Are you ready? 

 ‗Have you ‗heard the ‗latest news? 

 ‗Shall I‘ answer the door? 

(ii) Requests or commands intended to sound like a request  

 Listen to me for a minute. 

 Shut the window, please. 
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 Phone me tomorrow. 

(iii) Statements intended to be a question 

 You aren‘t going to cry? 

 She isn‘t very pretty? 

 We shall see you tomorrow? 

(iv)  Wh-questions showing politeness, warmth, personal interest 

 Where shall we meet? 

 What‘s your number? 

 What would you like to drink? 

Falling-Rising Tone  

It is particularly common with conditions spoken in a hesitant manner. 

 It‘ll be ready in a moment/if you‘ll, wait.  

 I eat steak/when I can, get it. 

 She launches early/, usually. 

Rising – Falling Tone  

(i) Yes-no type questions 

 ‗Are you ready? 

 ‗Have you ‗heard the ‗latest news? 

 ‗Shall I ‗answer the door? 

(ii) Requests or commands intended to sound like a request 

 Listen to me for a minute. 

 Shut the window, please. 

 Phone me tomorrow. 

(iii) Statements intended to be a question  

 You aren‘t going to cry? 

 She isn‘t very pretty? 
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 We shall see you tomorrow? 

(iv) Wh-questions showing politeness, warmth, personal interest  

 Where shall we meet? 

 What‘s your number? 

 What would you like to drink? 

Falling-Rising Tone 

 It is particularly common with conditions spoken in a hesitant manner. 

 It‘ll be ready in a moment/if you‘ll, wait. 

 I eat steak/when I can, get it. 

 She launches early/usually. 

Rising-Falling Tone 

 Sentences beginning with a subordinate clause or phrase have the rising tone for this 

introductory part, followed by the falling tone. 

 After the game/we had‘ some tea. 

 If you, like/I‘ll ‗send the car for you. 

 Just as the train was, leaving/he jumped in. 

 Since you ‗refuse to, help, I must ‗do it alone. 

Suggestions for the improvement of Indian English 

(1) The correct pattern of stress, accent, rhythm should be maintained. 

(2) The consonants should be clearly articulated. 

(3) The voiceless plosives should be aspirated at the beginning of the accented syllables. 

(4) /s/ and /z/ in inflexional suffixes should be clearly distinguished. 

(5) /r/ must be pronounced only when it is followed by a consonant sound. 

(6) The reading of a set text should be done carefully with proper grouping of words. 

(7) The correct distribution of English vowels and consonants should be learnt by the 

 regular use of a pronouncing dictionary.  
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               Classification of different tones on the basis of grammatical function 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4  Check Your Progress 

Que 1. Explain the concept of a syllable and its role in phonology. Discuss how syllables are 

structured in languages. 

Que 2. Discuss the concept of word stress and its importance in pronunciation. Explain how 

word stress patterns can vary in different languages. 

Que 3. Examine the role of word stress in English and its impact on word pronunciation and 

meaning. Provide examples to illustrate the significance of word stress patterns in 

English. 

Que 4. Discuss the challenges non-native speakers may face when acquiring word stress 

patterns in English. Offer strategies to improve word stress accuracy in pronunciation. 
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3.5 Summary 

Syllables and word stress are important aspects of phonology, which is the study of the 

sounds and sound patterns in language. Here's a summary of syllables and word stress: 

Syllables- A syllable is a unit of sound in a word that typically consists of a vowel (the 

nucleus) and may be surrounded by consonants (the onset and coda). 

Components   

Onset- The consonants that precede the vowel in a syllable (e.g., "cl" in "clap"). 

Nucleus- The vowel or vowel-like sound at the core of a syllable (e.g., "a" in "cat"). 

Coda- The consonants that follow the nucleus in a syllable (e.g., "t" in "cat"). 

Types of Syllables 

Open Syllable: Ends with a vowel sound (e.g., "go" or "hi"). 

Closed Syllable: Ends with a consonant sound (e.g., "cat" or "hop"). 

Vowel-Consonant Syllable: Contains a single vowel followed by one or more consonants 

(e.g., "step" or "trip"). 

Consonant-Vowel-Consonant (CVC) Syllable: Contains a consonant, followed by a vowel, 

and then another consonant (e.g., "cat" or "dog"). 

Syllable Counting: Syllable counting is useful for determining the pronunciation and rhythm 

of words in a language. It can help with word stress placement and pronunciation. 

Word Stress 

 Word stress, also known as lexical stress or accent, is the emphasis placed on one syllable 

within a word, making that syllable more prominent or louder than the others. 

Importance- Word stress can change the meaning of a word and plays a crucial role in 

spoken language comprehension. 

Types of Word Stress 

Primary Stress-The strongest stress in a word, typically indicated by a raised pitch or greater 

loudness. In English, it usually falls on one of the syllables within a word (e.g., "con-

TENT"). 



 

47 
 

Secondary Stress- In longer words, there may be secondary stresses that are less strong than 

the primary stress but still more prominent than unstressed syllables (e.g., "un-der-STAND-

ing"). 

Placement Rules- Word stress placement can vary among languages, but in English, it often 

follows these general patterns: 

Stress often falls on the first syllable in nouns and adjectives (e.g., "TAble," "HAp-py"). 

Stress often falls on the second syllable in verbs (e.g., "to re-LAX," "to ex-PLAIN"). 

Some words have irregular stress patterns that need to be memorized (e.g., "pho-TO-graphy," 

"pho-TO-grapher"). 

Functional Role- Word stress can convey grammatical information (e.g., noun vs. verb) and 

help distinguish between words that are otherwise spelled the same.Understanding syllables 

and word stress is essential for proper pronunciation and comprehension in spoken language. 

It also plays a significant role in language learning and teaching, as well as in the study of 

phonology and linguistics. 

3.6  Keywords 

Syllable 

● Onset 

● Nucleus 

● Coda 

● Open syllable 

● Closed syllable 

● Vowel-consonant syllable 

● Consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) syllable 

● Syllable counting 

● Syllable division 

● Syllable structure 

Word Stress 

● Lexical stress 
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● Primary stress 

● Secondary stress 

● Word stress patterns 

● Stress placement rules 

● Pitch accent 

● Stress shift 

● Functional role of stress 

● Stress in compound words 

3.7  Self-Assessment Test 

Que 1. How do languages vary in terms of syllable structure, and what are some common 

patterns you can identify? 

Que 2. Discuss the importance of syllable division in phonetics and phonology. What are the 

rules for dividing words into syllables? 

Que 3. Provide examples of languages with different syllable structures, such as CV, CVC, 

and CCVCC. 

Que 4. Explain the concept of a diphthong in relation to syllables. How do diphthongs differ 

from pure vowels in syllabic structure? 

3.8 Answers to Check your Progress 

Ans 1- A syllable is a basic unit of speech that consists of one or more phonemes organized 

around a single vowel sound, known as the nucleus. The nucleus is often surrounded by 

consonants, which may appear before (onset) and after (coda) the nucleus. Syllables play a 

crucial role in phonology because they help define the rhythm, timing, and patterns of speech 

in languages. The structure of syllables can vary across languages, with some allowing 

complex clusters of consonants within a syllable (e.g., English "strength") and others 

restricting syllables to simple consonant-vowel (CV) patterns (e.g., Hawaiian "ma"). 

Ans 2- Word stress, also known as lexical stress, refers to the emphasis or prominence placed 

on one syllable within a word. It affects the rhythm and pronunciation of words in a language. 

In English, word stress typically falls on one syllable within a word, and the choice of 

stressed syllable can change the meaning (e.g., "record" as a noun vs. "record" as a verb). 
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However, word stress patterns can vary significantly across languages. In some languages, 

such as French, word stress is relatively consistent and often falls on the final syllable. In 

contrast, in languages like Russian, word stress can shift within word forms, affecting 

pronunciation and meaning. Understanding word stress is essential for clear and accurate 

pronunciation in a language. 

Ans 3- Word stress is a critical feature of English pronunciation that can change the meaning 

of words. In English, stressed syllables are pronounced with greater emphasis, pitch, and 

duration compared to unstressed syllables. For instance, consider the word "permit." When 

the stress falls on the first syllable, it is a noun (e.g., "a parking permit"), but when the stress 

falls on the second syllable, it becomes a verb (e.g., "to permit something"). Another example 

is the word "present." With stress on the first syllable, it is a noun (e.g., "a birthday present"), 

while with stress on the second syllable, it functions as a verb (e.g., "to present an award"). 

Word stress in English is crucial for conveying the correct meaning and ensuring clear 

communication. 

Ans 4- Non-native speakers often encounter challenges in acquiring word stress patterns in 

English. These challenges may include transferring stress patterns from their native language, 

difficulty distinguishing between stressed and unstressed syllables, and inconsistent 

application of stress rules. To improve word stress accuracy in pronunciation, non-native 

speakers can: 

Listen to native speakers and practice mimicking their stress patterns. 

Use dictionaries or pronunciation guides that indicate word stress. 

Pay attention to the stress patterns of minimal pairs (words that differ only in stress) to 

understand the significance of stress in meaning. 

Practice stress patterns through drills and exercises, emphasizing stressed syllables. 

Seek feedback from teachers or language coaches to refine pronunciation. 

Developing a good understanding of English word stress is vital for clear and effective 

communication. 

3.9 References and suggested readings 

● [11:16, 9/25/2023] +91 86075 05758: "English Word Stress" by Louise McNally 

(2005) - Focuses on English word stress patterns. 
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● "Syllables and Segments" by John J. McCarthy (2009) - Covers syllable structure and 

phonological segments. 

● [11:17, 9/25/2023] +91 86075 05758: "Syllable Structure: The Limits of Variation" 

by San Duanmu (2011) - An updated work on syllable structure. 

● "Word Stress: Theoretical and Typological Issues" edited by Harry van der Hulst 

(2012) - An updated edition of the earlier work. 
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Chapter 4 

Word Formation Process 

 

4.0  Learning objectives 

● The students will be able to identify the types of word formation processes. 

● To know the meaning of a word. 

● To gain knowledge to create new words. 

● The students will be able to practice the formation of words. 

● The students can contribute towards better and second language learning by finding 

out simpler words. 

4.1  Introduction  

Structure of Language 

Morphemes-Morphemes play an important role in the scientific study of language and are 

taken up in a discipline called Morphology. 

According to many linguists- ―Morphology is the method of grouping sounds into sounds 

complexes or words of definite, distinct, conventional meaning. It studies how the words are 

formed, what the functions of prefixes and suffixes are, why the word forms change etc. etc.  

 Morphology is not only the synchronic study of word forms, but also the study of the 

history and development of word forms.  

What are Morphemes- A morpheme is a distinct linguistic form. A morpheme is a function. 

It is semantically different. If we analyse a morpheme into its constituents, it loses its identity 

and we end up with a sequence of meaningless losses. If we break it up, the part becomes 

meaningless. 

How do we identify Morphemes- Morphemes are the minimal units of grammatical 

structure.  

 For ex.: ‗Telephones‘ has three (Tele + phone + s). Telephone has two (Tele + Phone) 

and Phone has one. 

 A Morphemes is defined in a context: 
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1. Morphemes may or may not have meaning. 

2. They may not have a phonological representation. 

3. The plural morpheme is a zero morpheme. A morpheme which does not appear in 

print but is taken as added to another morpheme. 

4. A morpheme need not always carry the same sound. The way its pronounced may 

depend on its immediate context. 

Morphs- Any phonemic shape or representation of a phoneme is a Morph. Each morph 

figures once in a formation. When the word is segmented into parts, these segments are 

refined to a morph. 

4.2  Main body of the text  

Roots and Affixes- Each language has its own rules and the study of these rules is known as 

Structural Morphology. A morpheme that cannot be spilt further is called the Root. 

For ex.: Establish – establishment – establishmentarian – establishmentarianism – 

disestablishmentarianism  

All morphemes added to the root ―establish‖ are bound to and depended on the root 

and therefore they are affixes. 

Prefixes 

Suffixes 

Morphemes (which are free) 

1. Avoid     

2. Understand 

Roots and Affixes 

Going – Go + ing (2 morphemes) 

Understandable – understand + able (2 morphemes) 

Above to understand the sequence of affixation. It can be explained by a tree diagram 
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For ex- 

    Unavoidability  

 

   Un   avoid ability 

     

     Avoidable  ity 

   

    Avoid          able 

 

 So, here ‗avoid‘ is a free form as well as a free morpheme. 

 ‗Avoid‘ is the ultimate free form/morpheme and it is called the Root, ‗Un‘, ‗able‘ and 

‗ity‘ are called affixes. 

 So, a stem that cannot be split further is called the root. 

Importance of Affixes- A bound morpheme may appear weak or second-rate in status as 

compared to a free morpheme in terms of structure. It may have no meaning of its own but it 

not only changes the meaning of the free morpheme, to which it is attached, but its 

grammatical category for sure. 

 Free Morpheme + Bound Morpheme  = Word 

 Arrange (verb)  + ment    = arrangement (noun) 

 Care (noun/verb) + ful    = Careful (adjective) 

 Person  - de  + al + ize    = depersonalize (verb) 

 (noun)  - (as prefix) 

 Classification of Affixes: Affixes are bound morphemes. They do not carry any 

independent meaning. 

 Affixes can be classified into three kinds prefixes, suffixes and infixes. 
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      Affixes 

 

    Prefixes Infixes      Suffixes 

 Prefixes are used before the stem.  

For ex: Un + holy = unholy (neg.) 

   A + political = apolitical (neg.) 

 Suffixes- are used after the stem.  

For ex:  Politic + al = political 

   Beauty + fy – beautify 

 Infixes: are used within the free form, after splitting the stem into two parts. 

 For ex.  Mice = mouse + plural infix 

   Geese = goose + plural infix 

    Morpheme 

 

   Bound   Free 

   (affix) 

 

 

  Prefix Infixes Suffixes 

 

  Prefixes      Suffixes 

 

 

 Class   Noun     Class  Noun 

 Changing Class     Changing Class  

   Changing      Changing 

 

 Derivational and inflectional affixes- Inflectional affixes are those affixes which do 

not change the grammatical category of the stem to which they are attached. 
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Difference: 

Derivational Inflectional Affixes 

1. They can be prefixes as well as suffixes 1. Always occur as suffixes 

2. They do not perform this uniform function 2. They can occur with different stems from 

the same part of the speech. 

Map + -s = maps 

Play + ed = played 

3. No further change 3. These suffixes are closing morphemes. 

4. They permit class changing suffixes to 

keep joining the word i.e., observe the word. 

4. They do not allow the piling up of 

morphemes. 

5. The suffixes which may be followed by 

other suffixes are called derivational suffixes. 

For ex:  agree + ment = agreement 

5. Inflectional affix is always terminal and 

does not allow further addition of affixes. 

For ex. Play + s = plays 

(Please note no further addition after s is 

possible in this affix) 

 Inflectional Affixes- are always class maintaining. 

 Derivational Affixes-can be class maintaining as well as class changing. 

 Inflectional Affixes- like s/es/ed/un/in are all class maintaining. 

 Boy + s = boys (noun) 

 Girl + s = girls (noun 

 Derivational Affixes- 

1. (P) em + power =  empower (verb) 

2. Human + ize (s) =  humanize (verb) 

3. Claim + s (s)  = claims 

4. (P)anti + clockwise = anticlockwise 



 

57 
 

The Prefix in (1) change the class (4) does not do that 

The suffix in (2) changes the class (3) does not do that 

4.3  Further main body of the text  

Word formation Process 

 Coinage- Coinage is the word formation process in which a new word is created. 

Here we identify the word formation process of making entirely new words. But in some 

cases, the meaning of these words is broadened. 

 Borrowing- It is the word formation process in which a word from one language is 

borrowed directly into another language. For example 

 Pizza - Italian 

 Lilac - Persian 

 Robot - Czech (the pronunciation is ‗‘) 

 Compounding- Compounding is the word formation process in which two or more       

lexemes combine into a single new word. 

 Noun – noun: pencil + box = pencil box 

 Noun – verb: 

 Adjective – noun: 

 Preposition – verb: 

 Adjective – adjective: 

 Preposition – preposition:  

Writing Conventions for Compounds 

One-word compounds- air gun, airhostess, blackboard, catcall, daybreak, earthquake, 

    headache, landslide, rainfall, toothache, watchdog 

Hyphenated compounds- air-conditioning, birth-control, drinking-water, dry-cleaning, 

field-work, hiding-place, living-room, police-officer, push-

button, tax-payer, window-cleaner. 
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Two-word compounds- blood bank, book review, freezing point, frying pan, horse 

riding,  oil well, power plant, typing paper, waiting room, 

walking stick. 

Types of Compounds-  

 Some verb compounds and adverb compounds are also be found. All these types can 

be further sub-classified if we link the compounds to the sentences to which they are related. 

For example, the compound heartbeat is a noun. It is related to the sentence ‗The heart beats‘, 

where heart is the ‗subject‘ and beat is the ‗verb‘. 

Noun Compounds-  

(a) Subject-verb type : sunrise, rainfall, earthquake 

(b) Verb-subject type  : crybaby, flashlight, popcorn, washing machine 

(c) Object-verb type : birth-control; sightseeing, tax-payer 

(d) Verb-object type : push-button; scarecrow, drinking-water 

(e) Verb-adverbial : living-room, walking stick, daydreaming, city 

(f) Noun-noun type : there are a large number of compounds of this type.  

They include those types in which the related sentences 

show a subject-object or subject-complement type of 

relationship to exist between the elements of the 

compounds. 

  (f-i)  : steam engine (the steam runs the engine),  

  (f-ii)  : oil well (the well produces oil), goldmine 

  (f-iii)  : table leg (the table has a leg), door knock 

  (f-iv)  : girlfriend (the friend is a girl), manservant 

Adjective compounds- 

(a) Object-verb type : man-eating (tiger); breathtaking (scenery) 

(b) Adjective/adverb +  

 present participle  :  everlasting, hardworking, sweet-smelling 

(c) Adjective/adverb + 
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 Past participle  : handmade, long-awaited, dry-cleaned  

Verb compounds- 

(a) Object-verb type : proofread, sightsee, housekeep 

(b) Adverbial-verb type : day-dream, bottle-feed, dry-clean, sleep-walk 

Adverb compounds 

In adverb compounds, a word like style or fashion is added to nouns or adjectives and 

therefore looks more like a suffix. 

Check your Progress 1 

1. English uses certain compounds to express the following meanings. Give the 

compound. Be careful to write the compound in the proper form: as one word, as a 

hyphenated word, or as two words: 

 (i) one who teaches a language (or languages) professionally. 

 (ii) one who works with machines in a factory to earn his living. 

 (iii) punishment by death according to law 

 (iv) the making of large numbers of the same article by a fixed method 

 (v) (goods) allowed to come into the country without tax. 

 (vi) a piece of office furniture with drawers for storing papers, etc. 

 (vii) control over one‘s feelings. 

 (viii) plainly true without need of proof 

 (ix) not easily or naturally connected; improbable, forced 

 (x) not allowing air to pass in or out. 

2. Classify the following compounds according to their part of speech. Then further 

 classify each type into the types listed in the section types of compounds (noun 

 compounds: a-b; Adjective compounds: a-c; Verb Compounds: a-b) : 

 bee-sting, city-dweller, epoch-making, fingerprint, stopgap, lip-read, deaf-mute, 

 haircut, bottle-feed, post office 

3. The compounds in each set below differ from each other in meaning. Consult a 

 dictionary to find out the different meanings. 
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 (i) dining table, dinner table. 

 (ii) doghouse, housedog 

 (iii) housework, homework 

 (iv) woodworm, wormwood 

 (v) set-up (n.), upset (n.) 

 (vi) bathtub, tub bath 

 (vii) city garden, garden city 

 (viii) actor-politician, politician-actor 

Conversion 

Check your Progress 2. 

1. Identify the part of speech to which the word in bold type in each of the following 

 sentences belongs: 

 (i) Getting up early won‘t harm you. 

 (ii) The weather changed at the harvest. 

 (iii) The Chief Guest will present the prizes. 

 (iv) Why do you press that point? It seems unimportant to me. 

 (v) The examination will have questions on the set books. 

 (vi) My TV set is out of order. 

 (vii) The bottles were all empty. 

2. Rewrite the following sentences changing the part of speech of the word in bold type 

 to the one indicated: 

 Example: I fine you ten rupees. (noun) 

   I impose a ten-rupees fine on you. 

 (i) She is fond of books and goes to the library frequently. (verb) 

 (ii) What was the cause of the accident? (verb) 

 (iii) The batsman skied the ball and was caught at long-on by Mudassar. (noun) 

 (iv) The film of this scene was shot in Rajasthan. (verb) 
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 (v) The film made gross earnings of 70 lakhs in one year alone. (verb) 

Q.3. In the following sentences, distinguish those verbs which are basically transitive and 

 have been used intransitively from those verbs which are basically intransitive but 

 have been used transitively:  

 (i).  The door closed behind him. 

 (ii)  His first novel sold very well. 

 (iii) He‘s walking the dog. 

 (iv) Who works this machine? 

 (v) They were happy until poverty struck. 

Some Minor Processes of Word-Formation  

Check your Progress 3 

Following the instruction given, produce the resulting form: 

(a) (i) peddler/peddler   back-formation:

 _________________ 

 (ii) scavenger   back-formation: _________________ 

 (iii) swindler   back-formation: _________________ 

 (iv) vivisection   back-formation: _________________ 

 (v) electrocution   back-formation: _________________ 

(b) (i) television   abbreviation:  _________________ 

 (ii) mathematics   abbreviation:  _________________ 

 (iii) omnibus   abbreviation:  _________________ 

 (iv) professor   abbreviation:  _________________ 

 (v) laboratory   abbreviation:  _________________ 

 (vi) advertisement   abbreviation:  _________________ 

 (vii) demonstration   abbreviation:  _________________ 

(c) (i) parachute + troops  blend:   _________________ 

 (ii) news + broadcast  blend:   _________________ 
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 (iii) helicopter + airport  blend:   _________________ 

Let us Sum Up 

(i) Compounding and conversion are two major processes of word-formation in English 

in addition to affixation. 

(ii) Compounds are single words made up of two smaller words, or bases. 

(iii) The unity of a compound is reflected both in its meaning and pronunciation. 

(iv) Compounds represent a short and precise way of expressing something which would 

 otherwise require a long and complicated expression. 

(v) The construction of compounds does not follow any definite rules: different kinds of 

 relationships can hold between the two elements of a compound.  

(vi) Different compounds show different degrees of unity between the elements. These 

 degrees are generally, reflected in the three modes of writing. 

(vii) Compounds are classified according to the part of speech they belong to and the kind 

of relationship (subject – verb, verb – object, etc.) that holds between the elements. 

(viii) Conversion refers to the process by which a word belonging to one part of speech it 

used as a word belonging to another part of speech. The use of verbs and adjectives as 

nouns,  and of nouns and adjectives as verbs, etc. is very common in English and adds 

to the richness of expression.  

Answer  

Check your Progress 1 

1. (i) a language teacher (ii) a songwriter (iii) capital punishment (iv) duty-free (v) a 

 filing- cabinet or a filing cabinet (vi) self-control (vii) self-evident (viii) farfetched 

 (ix) airtight or air-tight 

2. Noun Compounds- bee-sting (subject-verb), city-dweller (adverbial-verb), 

 fingerprint (noun-noun), stopgap  (verb-object), deaf-mute (noun-noun), haircut 

 (object-verb), post office (noun-noun). 

 Adjective Compounds- epoch-making (object-verb). 

 Verb Compounds- lip-read (object-verb), bottle-feed (adverbial-verb) 
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3. (1) dining table   a table for having meals on 

  dinner table  a table on which dinner is being served 

2) doghouse-  a state of disfavour or shame (e.g., He is in the  

doghouse) 

  Housedog-   a dog which guards the house 

 3) housework-  work done in taking care of a house (e.g., cleaning) 

  Homework-  Work which a pupil is required to do at home so as to 

     learn or prepare for what is studied at school  

 4) woodworm-  a small worm which makes holes in wood  

  wormwood-  a kind of plant with a bitter taste (used in medicines) 

 5) set-up-   an arrangement or organization 

  Upset-    the act of upsetting or putting into confusion 

 6) bathtub-   the container in which one takes a bath 

  tub bath-  a bath taken in a tub 

 7) city garden-  a public garden in a city 

  garden city-  a city or town, or part of one, having plenty of grass, 

     trees, open spaces, etc.  

 8) actor-politician- a practicing politician who is or has also been an actor 

  politician-actor- a practicing actor who also takes part in politics 

Check your Progress 2 

1. (i) harm- noun (ii) harvest- noun (iii) present-verb (iv) press - verb (v) set -adjective 

 (vi) set - noun (vii) empty - adjective  

2. (i) She is fond of books and frequents the library. 

 (ii) What caused the accident? 

 (iii) The batsman hit the ball high into the sky and was ....... 

 (iv) This scene was filmed in Rajasthan. 

 (v) The film grossed 70 lakhs in one year alone. 
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3. (i) close-   Transitive > Intransitive 

 (ii) sold-   Transitive > Intransitive 

 (iii) walk-   Intransitive > Transitive 

 (iv) work-  Intransitive > Transitive 

 (v) struck-  Transitive > Intransitive 

Check your Progress 3 

1. (i) peddle (ii) scavenge (iii) swindle (iv) vivisect (v) electrocute  

2. (i) TV/tally (ii) maths/math (iii) bus (iv) prof (v) lab (vi) ad (vii) demo  

3. (i) paratroops (ii) newscast (iii) heliport  

Blending- In this word formation process, parts of two or more words combine to create a 

new word whose meaning is often a combination of the original word.  

For ex:  Spanish + English = Spanglish 

  Spoon + fork = Spork 

  Oxford + Cambridge = Oxbridge 

  Volume + pixel = voxel 

Clipping- Here in this, a word is reduced or shortened without changing the meaning 

of the word. It comes when a word contains more than one syllable. For example, 

examination – exam, photograph - photo, bicycle – bike, fanatic – fan. 

Backformation- An actual or supposed derivational affix detaches from the base 

form of a word to create a new word. For example, mix from mist, opine for opinion, injure 

from injury, lazy from lazy, sulk from sulky. 

Conversion- The word formation process in which a period of one grammatical form 

becomes a word of another grammatical form without any changes to spelling or 

pronunciation. It is also referred to as zero or null derivation with the assumption that format 

change between words results in the addition of an invisible morpheme. 

Noun to verb     Verb to noun 

Bottle – to bottle   to alert – alert 

Access – to access   to visit – visit 
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Also occurs to and from other grammatical forms: 

Adjective to verb 

Preposition to noun 

Conjunction to noun 

Acronyms – are words formed by the word formation process in which an initialism 

is pronounced as a word. Acronyms are pronounced as single words as in NATO, NASA etc. 

4.4  Check Your Progress 

Que1.  Explain the concept of word formation processes in linguistics. Discuss the various 

types of word formation processes and provide examples for each. 

Que 2. Discuss the role of affixation in word formation. Provide examples of prefixes and 

suffixes and explain how they modify the meanings of words. 

Que 3. Examine the process of compounding as a word formation mechanism. Provide 

examples of compound words and explain how their meanings may differ from the 

sum of their parts. 

Que 4. Discuss the phenomenon of back-formation as a word formation process. Provide 

examples and explain how it works. 

Que 5- How does word formation vary across languages and cultures? 

Que 6- What are neologisms in word formation, and why are they important? 

Que 7- Explain reduplication as a word formation process. 

Que 8- What is clipping in word formation? Provide an example. 

4.5 Summary 

Word formation processes refer to the ways in which new words are created in a language. 

These processes are essential for expanding vocabulary and expressing new concepts. Here's 

a summary of some common word formation processes; 

Affixation 

Prefixation: Adding a prefix to the beginning of a word to change its meaning (e.g., "un" in 

"undo"). 
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Suffixation: Adding a suffix to the end of a word to modify its meaning (e.g., "er" in 

"teacher"). 

Compounding 

Combining two or more complete words to create a new word (e.g., "toothbrush," 

"blackboard"). 

Blending 

Combining parts of two words to create a new word (e.g., "brunch" from "breakfast" and 

"lunch"). 

Conversion (Zero Derivation) 

Changing the grammatical category of a word without adding any affixes (e.g., "book" can be 

a noun or a verb). 

Backformation 

Creating a new word by removing an affix from an existing word, often mistakenly (e.g., 

"editor" from "editorial"). 

Acronyms and Initialisms 

Forming a new word from the initial letters of a phrase (e.g., "NASA" from "National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration"). 

Reduplication 

Repeating all or part of a word to create a new word (e.g., "boo-boo" for "mistake"). 

Clipping 

Shortening a word by removing one or more syllables (e.g., "prof" from "professor," "gym" 

from "gymnasium"). 

Coinage 

Inventing a completely new word, often for brand names or specialized terminology (e.g., 

"Google," "Kleenex"). 

Derivation 

Creating a new word by adding a derivational morpheme (prefix, suffix, or infix) to an 

existing word (e.g., "happiNESS" from "happy"). 
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Borrowing 

Adopting words from other languages and incorporating them into the language (e.g., "piano" 

from Italian, "karaoke" from Japanese). 

Onomatopoeia 

Forming words that imitate the sounds they represent (e.g., "buzz," "moo"). 

Eponyms 

Creating words based on the names of people or places (e.g., "sandwich" from the Earl of 

Sandwich's name). 

Neologism 

Introducing newly coined words or expressions into the language to represent new concepts 

or phenomena (e.g., "selfie"). 

These word formation processes are not exclusive to one language and can vary in their 

frequency and productivity across languages. Language evolution and adaptation often 

involve the continuous creation and adoption of new words through these processes. 

4.6  Keywords 

● Word formation 

● Morphemes  

● Zero Morpheme  

● Morphs  

● Affixes  

● Infixes  

● Suffixes  

● Prefixes  

● Coinage  

● Borrowing  

● Compounding  

● Backformation  
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● Clipping  

● Blending  

● Inflectional  

● Derivational. 

4.7 Answers to Check Your Progress 

Ans 1- Word formation processes refer to the ways in which new words are created in a 

language. Linguists categorize these processes into several types, including derivation, 

compounding, conversion, clipping, blending, and more. For example, derivation involves 

adding prefixes or suffixes to existing words to create new ones (e.g., "unhappiness" from 

"happy"). Compounding combines two or more whole words to form a new word (e.g., 

"toothpaste" from "tooth" and "paste"). Conversion involves changing the word class of a 

word without altering its form (e.g., "to text" as both a verb and a noun). Understanding these 

word formation processes is crucial for studying the dynamic nature of language and 

vocabulary expansion. 

Ans 2- Affixation is a common word formation process that involves the addition of prefixes 

(added to the beginning of a word) and suffixes (added to the end of a word). Prefixes and 

suffixes can significantly modify the meanings of words. For instance, the prefix "un-" added 

to "happy" changes the word's meaning to "unhappy," indicating the opposite. Similarly, the 

suffix "-ly" added to "quick" forms "quickly," turning an adjective into an adverb. Affixes are 

versatile tools in language because they allow for the creation of new words and convey 

nuances in meaning and grammar. 

Ans 3- Compounding involves combining two or more whole words to create a new word 

with a distinct meaning. Compound words often exhibit meanings that go beyond the sum of 

their constituent parts. For instance, "toothpaste" combines "tooth" and "paste" to refer to a 

specific product used for oral hygiene. Similarly, "software" combines "soft" and "ware" to 

refer to computer programs and data. Compound words can be nouns, verbs, adjectives, or 

other word classes, and they provide a flexible way to expand a language's vocabulary. 

Ans 4- Back-formation is a word formation process that involves the creation of a new word 

by removing an affix (typically a suffix) from an existing word. This process can lead to the 

formation of a word that may appear to be the base or root form, even if it didn't previously 

exist. For example, the noun "editor" led to the back-formation of the verb "edit." Similarly, 
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"burglar" led to the creation of the verb "burgle." Back-formation often occurs when speakers 

reinterpret words and affixes, resulting in the creation of simpler forms. 

Ans 5- Word formation varies across languages and cultures due to differences in linguistic 

structures, historical influences, and the need to express unique concepts. Some languages 

may rely more on derivation, while others favor compounding or other processes. 

Ans 6- Neologisms are newly coined words or expressions that have recently entered a 

language. They are important because they reflect evolving cultures, technologies, and 

concepts. Examples include "selfie" and "googling." 

Ans 7- Reduplication involves repeating all or part of a word to create a new word with 

modified meaning. An example is "boo-boo" to refer to a minor injury or mistake. 

Ans 8- Clipping is the process of shortening a longer word to create a new word. For 

example, "advertisement" can be clipped to "ad" or "mathematics" to "math." 

4.8  Self-Assessment questions  

Que 1. Describe the process of derivation in word formation. How do derivational affixes 

change the meaning or category of a word? 

Que 2. What are the differences between prefixes, suffixes, and infixes in word formation? 

Provide examples of each. 

Que 3. Explain the concept of compounding in word formation and provide examples of 

compound words in English. 

Que 4. How do blending and portmanteau words contribute to word formation? Provide 

examples. 

Que 5. Describe the process of conversion (zero derivation) and give examples of words that 

can change their category without adding affixes. 

Que 6. Discuss the role of back-formation in word formation and provide examples from 

English. 

4.9 References and suggested readings 

● "Word-Formation: An International Handbook of the Languages of Europe" edited by 

Peter O. Müller and Ingeborg Ohnheiser - This book offers insights into word 

formation processes in European languages. 
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● Academic Journals - Consider searching for articles in linguistic journals like "Word 

Structure," "Morphology," and "Journal of Linguistics," where you can find research 

papers on various word formation processes.  
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Chapter 5 

Translation 

5.0 Learning Objectives 

1. The academic use of translation is to acquire a set of exercises which help the 

student to get trained. 

2. Evaluation of personal language‘s skills.  

5.1 Introduction 

Since English is not our native language, most of the time during our learning stage, 

we tend to think in our mother tongue and then translate the thought into English. But in 

order to acquire the desired level of competence in English, we need to spend many years 

reading, writing, speaking and listening to it. 

We can divide the sentence into two parts. Subject and predicate.  

For example:   Subject    Predicate 

   Ravi     is a boy 

   Ravi‘s father Raj   is an engineer. 

   Ravi, the best boy of this class passed in the examination this year 

 The subject of a sentence usually comes first but, occasionally it is put after the 

predicate, as in : Here comes the bus. Here the bus is the subject, and here comes the 

predicate.  
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In both the languages, subject is there. 

So, in assertive sentence, the pattern is like this  

Hindi – Subject + Enlargement + Verb 

English – Subject + Verb + Enlargement  

Agreement between Subject and Verb:  

eSa [ksyrk@[ksyrh gw¡A  I play 

ge [ksyrs @ [ksyrh gSaA  We play 

rqe [ksyrs @ [ksyrh gksA  You play 

og [ksyrk @ [ksyrh gSA  He / She plays 

os [ksyrs @ [ksyrh gSaA  They play 

yM+ds [ksyrs gSaA   Boys play 

fgUnh okD;ksa esa fØ;k [ksyuk ds vyx&vyx :i & [ksyrk gw¡] [ksyrh gw¡] [ksyrs gSa] 

[ksyrh gks dk iz;ksx gqvk gSA ;g :i dÙkkZ ds opu (Number), iq#’k (Person) vkSj fyax 

(Gender) ds vuqlkj gSaA 

vr% ;g Li’V gS fd fgUnh okD;ksa esa iw.kZ fØ;k dÙkkZ ds opu] iq#’k vkSj fyax ds 

vuqlkj gksrh gSA 

vaxzst+h okD;ksa esa Hkh ,slk gksrk gS] ijUrq dÙkkZ ds fyax dk fØ;k ij dksbZ izHkko 

ugha iM+rkA 

vaxzst+h esa fØ;k (Verb) dk ewy:i cgqopu (Plural) gksrk gSA bl ewy :i ds lkFk s/es 

yxkdj fØ;k (Verb) dh ,dopu (Singular) cuk;k tkrk gSA ;kn jgs fd Nouns dks 

Plural cukrs le; ‗- s‘ yxk;k tkrk gS ijUrq Verb dks Singular cukrs le; -s/es yxk;k 

tkrk gSA   

Use of Be (is, am, are, was, were) 

Present Tense: is, am, are 

Past Tense: was, were 
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;fn okD; esa gS @ gSa @ gw¡ @ Fkk vkSj Fks ds vfrfjDr dksbZ vU; fØ;k u gks rks  is / 

are / am / was / were  dk iz;ksx gksrk gSA 

Affirmative  Negative   Interrogative 

I am / was  I am not / was not  Am I / Was I 

We are / were  We are not / were not  Are we / Were we  

He (she, it) is / was He (she, it) is not / was not Is he (she, it) / Was he  

Model Sentences 

1.  og cM+h I;klh FkhA  She was very thirsty. 

2. ge vPNs fo|kFkhZ gSaA  We are good students. 

3. rqe vPNs fe= ugha gksA You are not a good friend. 

Exercise 

Translate into English: 

1. euq’; uk”koku gSA 

2. eSa i<+kbZ esa detksj gw¡A 

3. n”kjFk jke dk firk FkkA 

Use of Introductory -There and It  

There- ‗There‘ has two meanings. Its first meaning is an adverb of place. 

   Ex – The book is there. 

‗There‘ is used as the subject of a sentence when otherwise the sentence wouldn‘t have a 

clear subject. Ex – There‘s a book on the table.  

We usually use ‗there‘ as a dummy subject, with a noun or a noun phrase and the verb ‗be‘. 

 Present Tense – There is / are 

 Past Tense – There was / were 
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Model Sentences 

1. esjs xk¡o esa ,d “ksj FkkA   There was a lion in my village. 

2. ?kM+s esa ikuh ugha gSA    There is no water in the pitcher. 

3. mlds cpus dh dksbZ vk”kk ugha FkhA  There was no hope of her survival.  

 It 

 In sentences where the use of weather, season, time, or situations is mentioned, in 

English the translation will start from ‗it‘. ‗It‘ has no meaning. 

Model Sentences 

1. vkt cgqr B.M gSA    It is very cold today. 

2. ogk¡ cgqr xehZ gksrh gSA   It is very hot there. 

3. dy ckny Nk, gq, FksA   It was cloudy yesterday. 

Exercise – Translate into English:  

1. esjs ?kj ds ikl ,d isM+ gSA 

2. cwankckanh gks jgh FkhA 

3. vkt gok can gSA 

Use of have / has / had 

⮚ Like be, have can also be used in two ways. (i) as the main verb, and (ii) as an 

auxiliary to make other tenses. When used as the main verb, it expresses possession. 

―I have a pen but I do not have any paper‖, said Mona. Then she turned to Anurag, 

―Do you have any paper?‖ 

Present Tense 

 I / We / You / They – have 

 He / she / it / name – has  
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Questions can be formed in two ways 

⮚ Have you (got) any pen? 

Do you have any pen? 

⮚ Has she (got) some money to spare? 

Does she have some money to spare? 

Past Tense – had  

⮚ Had they a holiday yesterday? 

Model Sentences 

1. mldks fljnnZ gSA    He (she) has a headache. 

2. D;k mUgsa dy NqV~Vh FkhA   Had they a holiday yesterday? 

3. esjs nks HkkbZ vkSj nks cgusa gSaA  I have two brothers and two sisters. 

Exercise 3 

1. esjk ml ij dksbZ izHkko ugha gSA 

2. jke dh tsc esa ,d lsc gSA 

3. ml dejs esa fdruh f[kM+fd;k¡ gSaA 

Imperative Sentences 

 Each imperative sentence starts with a verb in its first (basic) form. Imperative 

sentences express orders, advice, requests and proposals generally. In Negative sentence, 

don‟t is used in the starting.  

Model Sentences 

1. ySEi tykvksA     Light the lamp. 

2. cqjh laxr ls cpksA    Avoid bad company. 

3. bZ”oj ij fo”okl j[kksA   Trust in God. 
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Use of Auxiliaries  

 An auxiliary verb is one that helps the main verb of a sentence to form its tense, mood 

or voice, etc. 

Common auxiliary Verbs  

 be, have, do, can, may, must, shall, will, ought, dare, need, used. 

 Out of these, shall, will, may, can, must, ought, dare and need are called defective 

verbs because they cannot be used in all the moods and tenses.  

May can be used  

⮚ To ask for permission. 

⮚ To express a possibility. 

⮚ To express a wish.  

Ex -  She may come today. 

 May you live long! 

 May I take your pen? 

Can – is used 

⮚ To express ability. 

Could – is used  

⮚ is now used to make a request 

Ex -  Could you help me with money?  

 I can solve this sum.  

Must – has no second or third form. 

Must is used –  

⮚ To express an obligation. 

⮚ To express a strong belief. 

⮚ To express a moral duty. 

Ex -  She must win an award. 

 We must keep our promises. 
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Should, Ought to 

 Should express duty, condition. 

 Ought to express moral obligation. 

Ex –  We should live within our means. 

 Should I be late, you would wait for me. 

After lest  

 Ex – Work hard lest you should fail the test. 

Used:  is used in the past tense only as an auxiliary verb to express a past habit. It is followed 

by to: Ex – I used to drink but now I don‘t. 

Dare – has its forms – dared, dared. It is used as an auxiliary verb in the present and the past 

tense only. 

Dare is used  

⮚ To express courage. 

⮚ To express anger. 

⮚ To express a possibility. 

Need – has its forms – needed, needed, but as an auxiliary verb, it is used in present tense 

only. 

Need is used to express a necessity in interrogative and negative sentences: 

Ex –  He need not go there.  

 Need she come on Sunday? 

Exercise 

1. cPpksa dks vius ek¡ cki dh vkKk ekuuh pkfg,A 

2. mls esjs ?kj vkus dk lkgl ughaA 

3. og igys ,d Ldwy v/;kid gqvk djrk FkkA 

4. dk”k! fd eSa vehj gksrkA 
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Use of Have to and is to  

Have (Has, Had) to  

 Have to, is used for necessity and obligation. It is used to express a little bit of 

compulsion. 

 Present Tense – Has / Have + to infinitive  

 Past Tense – Had + to infinite 

 Future Tense – Shall / Will have + to infinitive  

Model Sentences 

1. rqEgsa bls fQj i<+uk iM+sxkA   You will have to read it again. 

2. mls diM+s /kksus iM+rs gSaA   She has to wash the clothes. 

Is, (Are, Am) + to – is used to express orders and plan. 

Model Sentences 

1. mldk fookg vxys ekg gksuk gSA  She is to be married next month. 

2. mls dy tkuk FkkA    He was to go yesterday. 

Exercise 

1. mUgsa eq>s dy feyuk gSA 

2. rqEgsa ;g dk;Z djuk gSA 

3. eq>s jkst+ cgqr iSny pyuk iM+rk gSA 

Use of Causative Verbs 

The translation of causative verbs (izsj.kkFkZd fØ;kvksa) can be done by adding have / get or 

make.  

Sentence structure can be seen here according to the tense. 

1. Subject + get / have + object + IIIrd form. 

2. Subject + make (according to the tense) + object + Ist 
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Model Sentences 

● eSaus mlls nl :i;s fnyok;sA  I made him pay ten rupees. 

● nokbZ us mls lqyk fn;kA   The medicine made him sleep. 

● mlus QkVd gVok fn;kA   He got / had the gate removed. 

Exercise  

1. dy rd viuk uke fy[kok yksA 

2. mlus cky dVok fy, gSaA 

3. eSaus 20 isM+ yxok,A 

Exclamatory and Optative Sentences: 

● Exclamatory Sentences express feelings, happiness and surprise.  

● Optative sentences express desires. Mark of exclamation (!) are used.  

Model Sentences 

1. fdruk lqUnj Hkou gS!   What a beautiful building! 

2. bZ”oj rqEgsa iq= ns!    May God bless you with a son! 

3. dk”k! eSa rqEgsa fey ldrkA   Would that I could see you. 

4. gs bZ”oj! esjh j{kk djksA   O God! Save me. 

Exercise  

1. dy fdruh xehZ Fkh! 

2. og dSlk ew[kZ jgk! 

3. dk”k! esjs ia[k gksrsA 

Conditional Sentences 

A conditional sentence expresses some condition in the conditional or the subordinate clause.  
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Three main types 

1. If you ask him, he will go. 

  (a)       (b) 

2. If you heat water, it boils. 

 (a)         (b) 

3. If you had asked him, he would have gone. 

     (a)         (b) 

Part ‗a‘ of each sentence beginning with ‗if‘ is called a ‗conditional clause‘ or an ‗if clause‘. 

Part ‗b‘ of each sentence is called the main clause. 

1. Open Present Condition – If you ask him, he will go. 

 The verb in the ‗if clause‘ is in the present simple (ask) and in the future simple (will 

go) in the main clause. The condition stated in the ‗if clause‘ relates to a future event that 

may or may not take place.  

2. Improbable or Imaginary Condition – If you asked him, he would go. 

 The conditional clause in the first sentence represents what is possible. It relates to a 

future event.  

 If I won a lottery, I would give up working – The second sentence represents what 

is hypothetical or imaginary. Page 3 – Half Part 

3. – Impossible Condition 

 If you had asked him, he would have gone.  

 The sentence refers only to past events. Therefore, the condition cannot be fulfilled. 

The verb in the if clause is in the past perfect tense to indicate partial unreality.  

 ―You did not ask him, so he did not go.‖ 

 Rewrite the following sentences using an ‗if‘ construction, as shown in the examples: 

1. Drive too fast and you will get killed.  

 If you drive too fast, you will get killed. 

2. We got a taxi, so we reached the station in time.  
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 If we had not got a taxi, we would not have reached the station in time.  

Practice Exercise: 

1. I didn‘t know your number, so I didn‘t ring. 

2. He never shaves. That is why he looks dirty. 

3. Listen to me carefully and I will explain. 

4. Invest in that business and you will be a millionaire soon. 

5. It was raining, so I didn‘t take the children with me.  

Some Typical Sentences 

1. og QwV&QwV dj jksus yxhA   She began to weep bitterly. 

2. mldk fpYykrs&fpYykrs xyk cSB x;kA  He cried himself hoarse.  

3. mlus eq>s oksV fn;kA    He voted for me. 

4. og iDdk fu”kkusckt+ gSA    He is a dead shot. 

5. vc eq>s vkKk nksA     Let me take leave of you now. 

6. og cgqr curk gSA     He assumes airs. 

7. mlus isV Hkj Hkkstu fd;kA    He took to his fill. 

8. ;g lkSnk cM+k egaxk jgkA    It cost us dear. 

9. eSa gals fcuk u jg ldkA    I could not help laughing. 

10. mlus rks viuk mYyw lh/kk dj fy;kA  He has to severe his own needs. 

11. MkWDVj us esjh uCt+ ns[khA    The doctor felt my pulse. 

12. mls vkidh ckrsa pqHk xbZaA    Your words cut him to the quick. 

13. [kkuk ijksl nksA     Lay the table. 

14. fcLrj fcNk nksA     Make the bed. 

15. lok rhu cts gSaA     It is quarter paste three. 
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16. o’kkZ gksrh ut+j vkrh gSA    It looks like rain. 

17. ejs dks D;k ekjukA     It is no use flogging the dead. 

18. ;g cnkZ”r ls ckgj gSA    It is more than one can stand. 

19. tSlh rqEgkjh et+hZA     As you please. 

20. rqe cM+s isVw gksA     You are a glutton. 

21. bl fMCcs esa LFkku ugha gSA    There is no room in this  

       compartment. 

22. mUgksaus ;g vQokg mM+k nhA   They set this rumour afloat.  

23. L;kgh ls fy[kksA     Write in ink. 

24. vxyh Mkd dc fudysxh\    When is the next clearance due? 

25. og [kwu dk ?kwaV ihdj jg x;kA   He pocketed the insult. 

Verbs 

1. Å¡V ds eq¡g esa thjkA     A drop in the ocean. 

2. tks xjtrs gSa oks cjlrs ughaA   Barking dogs seldom bite.  

3. HkSal ds vkxs chu ctkukA    Crying in wilderness. 

4. yksgs ls yksgk dVrk gSA    Diamond cuts diamond. 

5. FkksFkk puk ckts ?kukA    An empty vessel makes much                

noise. 

6. ukS uxn u rsjg m/kkjA    A bird in hand is worth two in the 

       bush.  

7. usdh dj nfj;k esa MkyA    Do good and cost it into the river. 

8. tSlk vk;k oSlk x;kA    Evil gotten evil spent. 

9. ,d gkFk ls rkyh ugha ctrhA   It takes two to make a quarrel. 

10. cgrh xaxk esa gkFk /kksukA    Make hay while the sun shines. 
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11. eqlhcr vdsys ugha vkrhA    Measure for measure. 

12. xjhch >xM+s dh tM+ gSA    Poverty breeds strife.  

13. cwan&cwan djds ?kM+k Hkjrk gSA   Many a little makes a mickle. 

14. fcuk lsok esok ugha feyrhA    No pains, no gains. 

15. vki lq[kh rks lc lq[khA    He, that is warm, all are so. 

16. y{eh papyk gksrk gSA    Riches have wings. 

17. cUnj D;k tkus vnjd dk LoknA   To cast pearls before swine. 

18. tSls dks rSlkA     Tit for tat. 

19. cqjh laxr ls vdsyk HkykA    Better alone than in a bad 

company. 

20. ,d pqi lkS lq[kA     No wisdom like silence. 

21. fry dk rkM+ cukukA    to make a mountain of a mole 

hill. 

22. tc rd lkal rc rd vklA   Hope sustains life.  

23. vk¡[k vks>y] igkM+ vks>yA    Out of sight, out of mind.  

24. pksjh dk xqM+ ehBk gksrk gSA    Forbidden fruit are sweet. 

25. Hkxoku dh ek;k] dgha /kwi dgha Nk;kA  Change of fortune is the loss of 

life. 

26. [kksnk igkM+ fudyk pwgkA    Much ads about nothing. 

27. yksxksa dh ok.kh] bZ”oj ok.khA   Voice of the people is the voice 

of  

       God. 

28. ykrksa ds Hkwr ckrksa ls ugha ekursA   Rod is the logic of foods. 

29. chrk gqvk le; gkFk ugha vkrkA   Time once passed can never be  

       recalled. 
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30. ijekRek nsrk gS rks NIij QkM+ ds nsrk gSA When God wills all winds bring 

rain. 

A short revision about Tenses 

Tense  

There are three main tenses in English: 

1. The Present Tense  

Tom works hard.  

2. The Past Tense 

Tom worked hard. 

3. The Future Tense 

Tom will work hard. 

 Examine the following: 

     Present Tense 

     I Love you. 

 I am loving.  

 I have loved. 

 I have been loving. 

 In sentence the verb love simply expresses the action done in the present time without 

indicating the state of action in sentence 2 the verb am loving shows that the action is still 

going on the action is incomplete Present Continuous Tense 

 The verb has loved shows that action is complete finished or perfect Present Perfect 

Tense 

 The verb has been loving shows that the action is going on continuously up to the 

present time 

     A 

 Simple Past - I loved. 

 Past Continuous - I was loving. 
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 Past Perfect Tense - I had loved. 

 Past Perfect Continuous Tense - I had been loving. 

     (B) 

 Simple Future Tense - I shall love. 

 Future Continuous Tense - I shall be loving. 

 Future Perfect Tense - I shall have loved. 

 Future Perfect Continuous Tense - I shall have been loving. 

Exercise 

Choose the correct verb from those in brackets to fill up each blank: 

1 She _______ to Delhi yesterday (has gone, went, had gone). 

2 I _______ a lot of work today (did, have done, had done). 

3 He _______ out half an hour ago (had gone, has gone, went). 

4 I shall telephone you when she _______ black (comes, will come, come). 

5 She _______ born in 1980 (was, had been, has been). 

6 She is always _______ (grumbled, grumble, grumbling). 

7 Stephenson _______ the steam engine (had invented, invented, has invented). 

8 I _______a letter to her last Monday (have written, had written, wrote). 

9 The baby _______ all morning (cries, is crying, has been crying). 

10 I _______ in Calcutta since 1970 (lived, have lived, had liv 
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Passages for Practice from English to Hindi 

EXERCISE-1 

It is general/common conviction that whatever God does, always does right. But if we look 

fearlessly at the picture of the world, it is very difficult to believe it. Criminals, drunkards and 

cruel people are flourishing in life. On the other hand, (whereas), religious, truthful and 

dutiful people are passing life in humiliation and poverty. This is the reason why corruption is 

spreading fast and moral values are declining. For this hopeless situation, it is not God but the 

rulers of the country should be held responsible. 

¼;g ,d vke /kkj.kk gS fd Hkxoku tks Hkh djrk gS] Bhd djrk gSA ijUrq ;fn ge fuHkhZd :i ls 

nqfu;k dh rLohj dks ns[ksa rks bl ij fo”okl djuk eqf”dy gks tkrk gSA vijk/kh] “kjkch vkSj 

funZ;h O;fDr thou esa Qy&Qwy jgs gSaA nwljh rjQ /kkfeZd] lPps vkSj dÙkZO; ijk;.k O;fDr 

viekutud vkSj xjhch dk thou fcrk jgs gSaA ;g dkj.k gS fd Hkz’Vkpkj rsth ls QSy jgk gS vkSj 

uSfrd ewY;ksa dk gzkl gks jgk gSA bl fujk”kktud fLFkfr ds fy, Hkxoku dks lgh] ns”k ij jkt 

djus okys O;fDr;ksa dks ftEesokj ekuk tkuk pkfg,A½ 

EXERCISE-2 

The student should keep before them the ideal of simple living and high thinking. Only high 

thoughts can take us towards progress. We have to work hard for the fulfilment of high 

thoughts. Those who cannot work hard, cannot succeed in life. Hard work, simple living and 

high thoughts have a lot of importance in man‘s life. Those who donot realise this truth 

remain miserable all their life .Man‘s rela happiness is placed in satisfaction. The man who 

lives dissatisfied becomes a slave to his desires. The man who performs his duty always lives 

peacefuly. 

¼fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks pkfg, fd og vius lkeus lknk thou o mPp fopkj dk vkn”kZ j[ksaA mPp fopkj 

gh gesa mUufr dh vksj ys tk ldrs gSaA mPp fopkjksa dh iwfrZ ds fy, gesa ifjJe djuk iM+rk gSA 

tks yksx ifjJe ugha dj ldrs os thou esa lQy ugha gks ldrsA ifjJe] lknk thou o mPp 

fopkj euq’; ds thou esa cgqr egRo j[krs gSaA tks yksx bl lR; dks ugha le>rs Fks os thou Hkj 

d’V esa jgrs gSaA euq’; dk okLrfod lq[k larks’k esa fufgr gSaA½ 

EXERCISE-3 

There are many social evils prevalent in our country, but the worst of them in the dowry 

system. The rich can easily give dowry, but the poor have to face great difficulties is order to 
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give dowry. They have to borrow money which they cannot repay all their lives. The rich 

purchase good grooms by offering rich dowry, but the poor have to face great difficulty in 

finding good grooms. This system leads to the ruin of a number of families. The need of the 

hour is that this evil system should be rooted out. The younger generation should take the 

lead in this direction. 

¼gekjs ns”k esa cgqr&lh lkekftd cqjkb;k¡ gSa] ijUrq lcls cqjh ngst dh izFkk gSA /kuoku yksx rks 

ngst vklkuh ls ns ldrs gSa] ijUrq xjhc yksxksa dks cM+h dfBukbZ dk lkeuk djuk iM+rk gSA os /ku 

m/kkj ysrs gSa ftls os mez Hkj pqdk ugha ldrsA /kuoku yksx rks ngst dk ykyp nsdj vPNk oj 

[kjhn ysrs gSa] ijUrq fu/kZu yksxksa ds fy, vPNk oj <wa<uk dfBu gks tkrk gSA bl izFkk ls dbZ 

ifjokj cjckn gks tkrs gSaA vko”;drk bl ckr dh gS fd bl cqjh izFkk dks lekIr fd;k tk,A ;qok 

ih<+h dks bl fn”kk esa igy djuh pkfg,A½ 

EXERCISE-4 

India has made appreciable progress in every field after the Independence, but we are lagging 

behind in the field of games. We had monopoly in hockey before the Independence .The 

Olympic gold medal too was considered our inheritance ,but at present there are only a few 

players and games are such on which can we can feel proud. Why it is so? Do we have lack 

of talents? Is it the defect of our administration or sports policy? So far as the talents are 

concerned, we still have them, but all sorts of facilities are not provided to those talents. 

¼Lora=rk ds ckn Hkkjro’kZ us izR;sd {ks= esa ljkguh; izxfr dh gS] ijUrq ge [ksy ds eSnku esa 

fiNM+rs pys tk jgs gSaA Lora=rk ds iwoZ fo”o Hkj esa gekjh gkWdh dh /kkd FkhA vksyfEid Lo.kZ ind 

Hkh gekjh /kjksgj le>k tkrk Fkk] ijUrq orZeku esa nks&pkj f[kykM+h o [ksy gh ,sls gSa] ftu ij ge 

xoZ dj ldrs gSaA ,slk D;ksa gS\ D;k gekjs ikl izfrHkkvksa dk vdky iM+ x;k gS\ D;k nks’k gekjh 

O;oLFkk ;k [ksy uhfr dk gS\ tgk¡ rd izfrHkkvksa dk iz”u gS] os vHkh Hkh gekjs ikl Hkjiwj gSa] ijUrq 

mu izfrHkkvksa dks lHkh lqfo/kk,a miyC/k ugha gSA½ 

EXERCISE-5 

There is no doubt that to earn money is very difficult. Some people do earn money, but they 

do not spend it rightly. When they have money, they live like princes. But later on, their 

condition becomes pitiable. They have to borrow money from their friends and other. Only 

than they realize the real importance of money. It is therefore, essential that everyone should 

spend less than their income .We can deposit our money anywhere in a post – office, so that 

we may withdraw it, when needed . In this way our money can be safe. 
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¼blesa dksbZ lansg ugha gS fd /ku dekuk ,d cgqr dfBu dke gSA dqN yksx /ku rks dek ysrs gSa 

ijUrq mls Bhd rjg ls [kpZ ugha djrsA tc muds ikl iSlk gksrk gS rks os jktdqekjksa dh rjg 

jgrs gSaA ijUrq ckn esa mudh n”kk “kkspuh; gks tkrh gSA mUgsa fe=ksa vkSj nwljksa ls iSls m/kkj ysus 

iM+rs gSaA ml le; os #i, ds vlyh egRo dks le> ikrs gSaA blfy, ;g vko”;d gS fd izR;sd 

O;fDr viuh vk; ls de [kpZ djsA ge pkgs dgha Hkh] Mkd?kj ;k cSad esa] #i;k tek dj ldrs gSa 

rkfd t:jr iM+us ij iSl fudyok ldsaA bl rjg gekjk /ku lqjf{kr jg ldrk gSA½ 

EXERCISE-6 

Science has made great progress in the twentieth century. It has great effect on the daily life 

of man. It will not be wrong to say that science has become an essential part of our life. No 

sphere of man‘s life is free from its effect. Science has conquered over time and place. No 

doubt, science has provided us many  facilities and has made our life happier, but at the same 

time it  has increased human sufferings. That is why science is called both the friend and foe 

of mankind. 

¼chloha “krkCnh esa foKku us cgqr mUufr dh gSA blus euq’; ds nSfud thou ij cgqr izHkko Mkyk 

gSA ;g dguk xyr u gksxk fd foKku gekjs thou dk vko”;d vax cu x;k gSA ekuo thou dk 

dksbZ Hkh{ks= blds izHkko ls eqDr ugha gSA foKku us le; vkSj nwjh ij fot; izkIr dj yh gSA 

fu%lUnsg foKku us gesa vusd lqfo/kk,¡ iznku dh gS vkSj gekjs thou dks vf/kd lq[kh cuk fn;k gS] 

ijUrq lkFk gh blus ekuoh; d’Vksa dks c<+k;k gSA blfy, foKku dks euq’; dk fe= vkSj “k=q nksuksa 

dgk tkrk gSA½ 

EXERCISE-7 

Childhood is best part of man‘s  life. It  is time of  innocence. There is no feeling of good or 

bad during this stage. A child considers all his own and loves all. Its smile is for everyone. He 

is like  an angle. But as he grows older, his spirit turns impure. The evils of the world start 

leaving their effect on his  pure mind or conscience. Man‘s childhood can not come back 

even if he desires it.  

¼cpiu dh voLFkk euq’; ds thou dk lcls mÙke Hkkx gSA ;g eklwfe;r dk le; gksrk gSA bl 

voLFkk esa Hkys&cwjs dk HksnHkko ugha gksrkA cPpk lHkh dks viuk le>rk gS vkSj lHkh ls I;kj djrk 

gSA mldh eqLdku lHkh ds fy, gksrh gSA og ,d Qfj”rs dh Hkk¡fr gksrk gSA ij T;ksa&T;ksa mldh 

vk;q c<+rh gS mldh vkRek vifo= gksrh tkrh gSA lalkj dh cqjkb;k¡ mlds fueZy eu ij izHkko 

NksM+us yxrh gSA pkgus ij Hkh euq’; dk cpiu ykSV dj ugha vkrkA½ 
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EXERCISE-8 

Freedom of thought is the most important. To follow this principal is not as easy as it 

appears, because every man this freedom for himself but he is not ready to give this right to 

those who believe in different faiths. People particularly lose tolerance on religious and 

political matters. But if we do not give right to have different opinions or faiths or if we 

compel them to accept our belief, the path of progress will be close. 

¼fopkjksa dh Lora=rk lcls egRoiw.kZ gksrh gSA bl fl)kUr dk ikyu mruk vklku ugha gS ftruk 

izrhr gksrk gS] D;ksafd izR;sd O;fDr Lo;a rks ;g vktknh pkgrk gS ijUrq vius ls fHkUu er okyksa 

dks ;g vf/kdkj nsus dks RkS;kj ugha gSA fo”ks’kr% /kkfeZd vkSj jktuhfrd erHksn ij yksx lgu”khyrk 

[kks cSBrs gSaA ijUrq ;fn ge nwljs yksxksa dks fHkUu er j[kus dk vf/kdkj u nsa ;k mUgsa viuk er 

Lohdkj djus ij ck/; djsa rks mUufr dk ekxZ cUn gks tk;sxkA½ 

EXERCISE-9 

Television has become an essential part our daily life. We can see films, see games and visit 

other countries, sitting at home. When we feel sad, it entertains us. We can learn a lot through 

it.  But it is a matter of sorrow that some students waste their invaluable time on it and stop 

taking interest in studies.  

¼Vsyhfotu gekjs thou dk ,d fo”ks’k vax cu x;k gSA ?kj cSBs gh ge fQYe ns[k ldrs gSa] [ksy 

ns[k ldrs gSa vkSj nwljs ns”kksa dh lSj dj ldrs gSaA tc ge mnkl gksrs gSa rks ;g gekjk fny 

cgykrk gSA blds }kjk ge cgqr dqN lh[k ldrs gSaA ijUrq ;g nq%[k dh ckr gS fd dqN fo|kFkhZ 

viuk cgqewY; le; bl ij u’V dj nsrs gSa vkSj i<+kbZ esa #fp ysuk can dj nsrs gSaA½ 

EXERCSE-10 

We are not the citizens of insignificant country. We  are proud of our mother and our nation, 

our culture and our customs. But we should not forget many of our weakness and mistakes. It 

has been Indian‘s ideal to respect other cultures and absorb them since ancient times. Today it 

has become all the more essential because we are proceeding towards that future world in 

which national culture with mix into international culture. We will remain true Indians and at 

the same time we shall become good citizens of the world. 

¼ge fdlh ekewyh ns”k ds ukxfjd ugh gSA gesa viuh tUeHkwfe] vius jk’Vª] viuh laLd`fr vkSj 

ijEijkvksa ij xoZ gS ijUrq gesa viuh cgqr lh nqcZyrkvksa vkSj =qfV;ksa dks Hkh ugha Hkwyuk pkfg;sA 

izkphu le; ls nwljh laLd`fr;ksa dk Lokxr djuk vkSj mUgsa vius esa lek ysuk Hkkjr dk vkn”kZ jgk 
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gSA vkt rks ;g Hkh vko”;d gS] D;ksafd ge ml Hkkoh lalkj dh vksj c<+ jgs gSa ftlesa jk’Vªh; 

laLd`fr;ka¡ vUrjkZ’Vªh; laLd`fr esa fey tk;sxhA ge lPps Hkkjrh; rks jgsaxs gh vkSj lkFk gh vPNs 

fo”o ukxfjd Hkh cu tk;saxsA½ 

EXERCSE-11 

Books are also a wonderful blessing. When the clouds of sorrows and sufferings darken our 

life, they console us with sweet voice like a friend. When our friends and relatives leave is 

due to our misfortune, these support us and increase our enthusiasm. They teach us to get 

over our difficulties with coverage and determination. Books are the essence of man's 

wisdom and experience. But all the books are not good. Therefore, we should close them 

wisely and thoughtfully.  

¼iqLrdsa Hkh ,d fofp= ojnku gSA tc nq%[k vkSj d"V ds ckny gekjs thou dks vU/kdkje; cuk 

nsrs gSa rks os A lkFk nsrh gSa rFkk gekjk mRlkg c<+krh gSaA lkgl vkSj „<+rk ls dfBukb;ksa dk dkcw 

ikus dh f'k{kk nsrh gSaA ;s euq"; dh cqf)er ,oa vuqHko dk fupksM+ gSa ijUrq lHkh iqLrdsa vPNh ugha 

gksrhA blfy, iqLrdksa ds lquus esa cqf)erk vkSj lksp fopkj esa d ysuk pkfg,A½ 

EXERCISE-12 

I am fond of learning new languages. I have acquired this hobby it from my parents. I do not       

waste my time. In spare time I turn over the pages of dictionary, but the dictionary does not 

teach a new language. It is not possible to learn the right use of language only through books. 

For it, conversation in that language is essential.     

¼eq>s u;h Hkk"kk,a lh[kus dk 'kkSd gSA ;g eSaus viuk ekrk&firk ls xzg.k fd;k gSA eSa u;h Hkk"kk,a 

lh[kuk pkgrk gw¡AA viuk le; O;FkZ ugha [kksrkA eSa [kkyh le; esa 'kCndks'k ds iUus iyVrk gw¡A 

fdUrq 'kCndks'k u;h Hkk"kk ugha fl[kkrkA Hkk"kk dk Bhd ç;ksx dsoy iqLrdksa ls lh[kuk laHko ugha 

gSA blds fy, rks ml Hkk"kk ls okrkZyki djuk vko';d gSA½ 

EXERCISE-13 

Student life is an important period in man's life. If we make a proper use of this time, we 

meet with comfort in the years to come. Most of the students do not take interest in acquiring 

education. Such students have to repent afterwards. Those students who understand the value 

of life, take interest in studies from the very beginning. Good students try to grasp every 

thing. On the contrary, weaker students feel pain in understanding a certain thing. This is the 

main difference between the good students and the weaker ones. If the weaker students, With 



 

92 
 

a little courage start reading with concentration at school and home, they may certainly 

become good students. 

¼fo|kFkhZ thou euq"; ds thou dk egÙoiw.kZ le; gSA bl le; dk ;fn ge lnqi;ksx djrs gSa rks 

vkxs thou esa lq[k çkIr djrs gSaA cgqr ls fo|kFkhZ f'k{kk çkIr djus esa #fp ugha j[krs gSaA vkxs 

pydj ,sls fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks i'pkrki djuk iM+rkA gSA tks fo|kFkhZ thou ds ewY; dks le>rs gSa os 

'kq: ls gh v/;;u esa fnypLih ysrs gSaA vPNs fo|kFkhZ gjsd pht dks le>us dh dksf'k'k djrs gSaA 

blds foijhr detksj fo|kFkhZ fdlh oLrq dks le>us esa ihM+k vuqHko djrs gSaA ;gh vPNs vkSj 

detksj fo|kfFkZ;ksa esa eq[; Hksn gksrk gSA ;fn detksj fo|kFkhZ dqN lkgl djds Ldwy esa vkSj ?kj 

ij ,dkxzrk ls i<+uk 'kq: dj nsa rs os Hkh vo'; gh bPNs fo|kFkhZ cu ldrs gSaA½ 

EXERCISE-14 

Gandhiji had a sharp sense of time and duty. It is said that once, he asked his grandson what 

the time was. It was one minute to five. But the grandson replied "5 o'clock". Gandhiji 

glanced at the watch and found that there was yet one minute to five. He rebuked his 

grandson and told him that there was no use of keeping a watch so long as one had no sense 

of, time. If all the forty crores of people of India wasted a minute a day, it amounted to 

colossal waste of time. Even a minute was precious and a poor country like India could not 

afford such a waste. Hearing this his grandson felt ashamed and promised to develop a sense 

of time in future.  

¼xk¡/kh th dks le; vkSj drZO; dk cgqr /;ku FkkA ;g dgk tkrk gS fd ,d ckj mUgksaus vius iksrs 

ls iwNk fd le; D;k gS\ ml oä ik¡p ctus esa ,d feuV FkkA ijUrq iksrs us mÙkj fn;k ^^ik¡p 

cts**A xk¡/kh th us viuh ?kM+h esa ns[kk fd vHkh ik¡p ctus esa ,d feuV gSA mUgksaus iksrs dks f>M+dk 

vkSj mls dgk fd tc ,d O;fDr dks le; dk Kku ugha rks ?kM+h j[kus dk D;k ykHk\ ;fn Hkkjr 

ds 40 djksM+ yksx ,d fnu esa ,d feuV O;FkZ x¡okrs rks ;g ,d cM+h la[;k esa le; O;FkZ tkrkA 

,d&,d feuV Hkh dherh gS vkSj Hkkjr tSlk fu/kZu ns'k bruk le; O;FkZ x¡okuk lg ugha ldrkA 

;g lqudj mudk iksrk cgqr 'kfeZUnk gqvk vkSj Hkfo"; esa le; ds Kku dks fodflr djus dk opu 

fn;kA½ 

EXERCISE-15 

How sweet the word 'home' is! The men dwelling in it develop some particular kind of 

attachment to it. If you go out for some days, you cannot help feeling home sick. When a man 

tired of day's labour reaches home, he forgets all fatigue. A good home is that where all the 
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members of the family love one another. On the other hand, if there is always a quarrel in a 

family, no body would be happy. 

¼?kj fdruk I;kjk 'kCn gSA blesa jgus okyksa dk blls ,d fo'ks"k çdkj dk yxko gks tkrk gSA ;fn 

vki dqN fnuksa ds fy, dgha ckgj pys tk;sa rks vkidks vius ?kj dh ;kn vk, fcuk ugha jg 

ldrhA fnu Hkj dk Fkdk O;fä tc 'kke dks ?kj igq¡prk gS rks og viuh FkdkoV Hkwy tkrk gSA 

,d vPNk ?kj og gksrk gS ftlesa ifjokj ds lHkh yksx I;kj ls jgrs gSaA nwljh vksj ;fn fdlh ?kj 

esa lnk >xM+k gh jgrk gS rks ogk¡ dksbZ Hkh [kq'k ugha jg ldrkA½ 

Passages For Practice from Hindi to English 

EXERCISE-16 

¼,d fnu eSa vius ifr vkSj N% o’khZ; iq=h lquUnk ds lkFk ?kweus fudyhA lM+d ij rjg&rjg dh 

[kkus dh phtsa fcd jgh FkhaA tks pht fn[kykbZ iM+rh] lquUnk mlh dks [kjhnus dh ftn~n djrhA 

ifrnso ;g dg dj Vky nsrs fd blls [kk¡lh gks tkrh gS] ;g [kV~Vh gS] og lM+h gS vFkkZr~ tks 

pht og ek¡xrh] mls Vky nsrsA FkksM+h nwj vkxs pydj mUgsa flxjsV dh vko”;drk iM+hA ,d 

nqdku ij tkdj iSdV [kjhnk vkSj lqyxk dj py iM+sA ;dk;d lquUnk cksyh] ^^ikik] vkSj phtsa rks 

uqdlku djsaxh] flxjsV rks uqdlku ugha djrhA eq>s flxjsV gh yk nksA**½ 

One day, I went out for a walk accompanied with my husband and six-year old daughter, 

Sunanda. Many kinds of eatable things were selling on the road. Sunanda insisted on buying 

whatever would put her off by saying that it cause cough and cold and that it was sour and 

theat was rotten. That is to say, he put her off whatever she asked for. Moving ahead little, he 

felt the need of a cigarette. He went to a shop, bought a packet, lighted a cigarette and 

proceeded. All of a sudden Sunanda said, ―Papa, all other things will be harmful. A cigarette 

won‘t do harm. So get me a cigarette.‖ 

EXERCISE-17 

¼,d cw<+k ydM+gkjk FkkA og taxy ls ydM+h ykus ds fy, tkrk FkkA ,d fnu mlus ydfM+;k¡ 

dkVhA ydM+h dk xëk flj ij j[kk vkSj ?kj dh vksj py fn;kA jkLrs esa cgqr Fkd x;kA Hkw[kk 

I;klk Hkh FkkA ydfM+;k¡ uhps j[k nha vkSj cSB x;k A dgus yxk fd eSa fdruk xjhc vkSj vHkkxk gw¡A 

,sls thou dk D;k ykHk\ blls rks ekSr Hkh vPNhA ij ekSr vkrh ughaA brus esa ,d vkneh m/kj 

vk x;kA ydM+gkjs us iwNk fd vki dkSu gSa\ ml vkneh us mÙkj fn;k fd eSa ekSr gw¡A rqeus eq>s 

cqyk;k FkkA dfg;s D;k lsok d:¡\ cw<+k cksyk fd HkkbZ ;g ydM+h dk cks>k esjs flj ij j[kok nksA½ 
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There was an old wood-cutter. He used to go to forest to collect firewood. One day he 

collected some firewood. He placed a bundle of firewood on his head and set out for home. 

He felt tired on the way. He was hungry and thirsty also. He placed the bundle of firewood on 

the ground and sat down. He said, "How poor and unfortunate I am! What is the use of such a 

life? Even death is better than this miserable life. But death too, does not come to me". In the 

mean-time a man came there. The wood- cutter said to him, "Who are you?" The man replied, 

"I am Death. You had called me. Please let me know what service I should do for you." The 

old man said to him, "Kindly help me put this bundle of firewood on my head". 

EXERCISE-18 

¼Hkfo"; gekjh vkSj ns[k jgk gSA ge ,d egku ns'k ds ukxfjd gSaA gesa rhoz xfr ls vkxs c<+uk gS 

vkSj vius mPp vkn'kksZ dk ikyu djuk gSA ge pkgs ftl /keZ ds vuq;k;h gksa] ge lc Hkkjr ekrk 

dh lUrku gSa vkSj ge lcds leku vf/kdkj rFkk mÙkjnkf;Ro gSaA gesa ladh.kZ fopkjksa okys ugha gksuk 

pkfg,] D;ksafd ftl jk"Vª ds yksx ladh.kZ fopkjksa ds gksaxs] og jk"Vª egku~ jk"Vª cu ldrk A½ 

The future is looking towards us. We are citizens of a great country. We have to make a 

speedy progress and follow our high ideals. Whatever be our faith, we all are children of 

mother India and we all have equal rights and responsibilities. We should not be narrow-

minded, for a nation whose people are narrow-minded can never become a great nation. 

EXERCISE-19 

¼gekjk 'kjhj ,d e'khu ds leku gSA ;fn fdlh e'khu ds iqjts esa nks"k iM+ tk;s rks og Bhd dk;Z 

ugha djrhA Bhd ;g voLFkk gekjs 'kjhj dh gSA ;fn gekjs 'kjhj ds fdlh vax esa nks"k iM+ tk, rks 

gekjh uhjksxrk fcxM+ tkrh gS vkSj ge chekj iM+ tkrs gSaA chekj 'kjhj okyk euq"; thou dk 

vkuUn ugha ys ldrk] u gh og vPNk ukxfjd fl) gks ldrk gSA blfy, dgrs gSa fd fujksx 

'kjhj esa gh fujksx eu dk fuokl gksrk gSA½ 

Our body is like a machine. If any part of a machine is out of order, the machine does not 

work properly. Same is the case with our body. If any part of our body is ailing, our health is 

impaired and we fall rick. A sick person cannot get the joy of life, nor can he prove himself a 

good citizen. That is why it is said that a healthy mind dwells in a healthy body. 

EXERCISE-20 

¼rktegy lalkj esa lcls lqUnj Le`fr&fpà gSA bldh x.kuk lalkj ds lkr egku vk'p;ksaZ esa dh 

tkrh gSA Hkkjr o"kZ esa dbZ efUnj] efLtnsa vkSj ,frgkfld Le`fr&fpà gSaA ijUrq lqUnjrk vkSj oSHko 
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esa ;g lcdks ihNs NksM+ tkrk gSA rktegy ,d lqUnj ckx esa fLFkr gSA bldk ços'k }kj cgqr gh 

euksgj gS vkSj yky jax ds jsrhys iRFkj ls cuk gqvk gSA }kj dh nhokj ij dqjku dh lwfä;k¡ [kqnh 

gqbZ gSaA mlds vkxs ,d lqUnj ckx gS] tks }kj ls rktegy rd cuk gqvk gSA ekxZ ds nksuksa vkSj 

Nk;knkj >kfM+;k¡ vkSj l: ds o`{k gSaA ?kkl dh gjh&gjh D;kfj;k¡ gSa ftlesa lqUnj Qwyks a ds ikS/ks yxs 

gq, gSaA ogk¡ lSj djus okyksa ds cSBus ds fy, txg&txg cSap iM+s gq, gSaA½ 

The Taj Mahal is the most beautiful monument in the world. It is counted among the seven 

wonders of the world. In India there are many temples, tombs and historical monuments, but 

the Taj surpasses them all in beauty and splendour. The Taj stands in the midst of a beautiful 

garden. It has a very fine gateway which is made of red sandstone. Verses from the Quaran 

are inscribed on its walls. On the inner side of it, there is a beautiful garden which extends 

from the gate to the Taj. There are shady shrubs and cypress trees on either side of the path. 

There are green grassy lawns which have beautiful flower-plants in them. There are benches 

here and there on the lawns for the visitors to sit on. 

EXERCISE-21 

¼,d vkn'kZ v/;kid ,d lPpk jk"Vª fuekZrk gksrk gSA dPps inkFkZ dh rjg ds cPpksa dks mldh 

ns[kHkky rFkk ekxZn'kZu esa vkdkj rFkk :i fn;k tkrk gSA og ,d çpkjd gS vkSj mldk mís'; 

rg&fny ls f'k{kk ds dkj.k crkuk gSA fu%lUnsg og O;fä xyr ugha Fkk ftlus dgk] Þeq>s ,d 

vPNk v/;kid nks eSa rqEgsa ,d [kq'kgky jk"Vª nsus dk oknk djrk gw¡A" nqHkkZX; ls orZeku lekt 

vius Hkfo";&fuekZrk dks mfpr lEeku ugha nsrk gSA ,slh vk'kk gS fd ljdkj o yksx gekjs 

v/;kidksa ds HkkX; dks lq/kkjus ds fy, feydj ;kstuk cuk;saxsA ;g fo'okl fd;k tkrk gS fd 

v/;kid Hkh Lo;a dks bl ;ksX; dke ds fy, ;ksX; fl) djsaxsA½ 

EXERCISE-22 

¼pquko çtkrU= dh jh<+ dh gìh gSA os turk dks viuh ilan dh ljdkj cukus dk volj nsrs gSaA 

pquko ds „'; ij utj Mkyuk cgqr mÙkstuknk;d gksrk gSA pquko dh ?kks"k.kk ds ckn lHkh ny 

çpkj 'kq: dj nsrs gSaA os nwljs nyksa dh detksfj;ksa vkSj nks"kksa dks fn[kkrs gSa vkSj mÙke ç'kklu nsus 

dk oknk djrs gSaA os turk dks çHkkfor djus ds fy, fofHkUu rjhdksa dk ç;ksx djrs gSaA 'kgj ds 

pkjksa rjQ fofHkUu jaxksa vkSj fpàksa ds bf'rgkj] ipsZ o >aMs gksrs gSaA iwjk 'kgj ,d nqYgu dh rjg 

yxrk gSA pquko ds fnu pquko cwFkksa ij yksxksa dh Hkkjh HkhM+ gksrh gSA fofHkUu nyksa ds leFkZd yksxksa 

dks yqHkkus dh iwjh dksf'k'k djrs gSaA ges'kk vfu;af=r ifjfLFkfr;ksa dk [krjk cuk jgrk gS blfy, 

Hkkjh ek=k esa iqfyl o mM+unLrksa dks dkuwu o O;oLFkk cuk, j[kus ds fy, rSukr fd;k tkrk gSA½ 
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Elections are the backbone of democracy. They offer the public an opportunity to form a 

government of their choice. It is a great excitement to have a glance at an election scene. 

After the declaration of the date of election all the parties start propaganda, They highlight 

the demerits and faults of other parties and promise to give a better administration. They use 

different methods to impress the public. There are banners, posters and flags of different 

colours and signs all around the city. The whole city looks like a bride. On the day of 

election, there is a great rush of people at the election booth. The supporters of different 

parties try their best to bait the people. There is always the danger of untowered situations. 

So, a large number of police and flying squades are posted to maintain law and order. 

EXERCISE-23 

¼;g dgk tkrk gS fd tc dchj ejs] rks mlds fgUnw rFkk eqlyeku f'k";ksa us yM+kbZ 'kq: dj nhA 

mlds eqlyeku f'k";ksa us dgk fd dchj ds e`r 'kjhj dks nQuk;k tk;sA ijUrq fgUnw yksx muds 

'kjhj dk nkg laLdkj djuk pkgrs FksA ;g yM+kbZ&>xM+k dchj ds fgUnw rFkk eqlyeku f'k";ksa esa 

gqvkA dksbZ Hkh fgLlk ,d&nwljs dh bPNk dks ekuus ds fy, lger ugha FkkA vUr esa ;g fu'p; 

gqvk fd 'kjhj dks dkV dj vk/kk&vk/kk dj fn;k tk;A eqlyeku vk/kh yk'k dks nQuk ysa vkSj 

nwljh vk/kh yk'k dk fgUnw nkg&laLdkj djsaA½ 

It is said that when Kabir died, his disciples Hindu and Muslim began to quarrel. His Muslim 

disciples said that Kabir's dead body should be buried. But the Hindus wanted to cremate his 

body. The quarrel went on between Kabir's Hindu and Muslim disciples. Neither section was 

willing to agree with the other. In the end, it was decided that the dead body be cut into two 

pieces. One half of his dead body be buried by the Muslims and the other half be cremated by 

the Hindus. 

EXERCISE-24 

¼;g dgk tkrk gS fd tc dchj ejs] rks mlds fgUnw rFkk eqlyeku f'k";ksa us yM+kbZ 'kq: dj nhA 

mlds eqlyeku f'k";ksa us dgk fd dchj ds e`r 'kjhj dks nQuk;k tk;sA ijUrq fgUnw yksx muds 

'kjhj dk nkg laLdkj djuk pkgrs FksA ;g yM+kbZ&>xM+k dchj ds fgUnw rFkk eqlyeku f'k";ksa esa 

gqvkA dksbZ Hkh fgLlk ,d&nwljs dh bPNk dks ekuus ds fy, lger ugha FkkA vUr esa ;g fu'p; 

gqvk fd 'kjhj dks dkV dj vk/kk&vk/kk dj fn;k tk;A eqlyeku vk/kh yk'k dks nQuk ysa vkSj 

nwljh vk/kh yk'k dk fgUnw nkg&laLdkj djsaA½ 

An education that does not teach man something deeper than the mere knowledge of text-

books is completely worthless. It is better to be a coolie who has character than to be a 
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graduate who has only crammed knowledge. If our education does not make us good man and 

women, it is of no value. All the knowledge of the world cannot bring us pleasure unless it 

brings us self-realisation. We have some rights as well as responsibilities. If we keep our 

house or street dirty, it will be the cause of suffering neighbourhood due to our carelessness. 

If we deprive others of happiness, what right have we got to enjoy ourselves? Education 

teaches us the right use of our body and brain. 

EXERCISE-25 

¼vkt ds HkkSfrdrk ds ;qx esa vk/;kfRed f'k{kk dks vfuok;Z cukuk pkfg, rkfd ubZ ih<+h esa ifo=rk] 

fuMjrk rFkk lgu'khyrk tSls fnO; xq.kksa dks Hkjk tk ldsA orZeku esa ekuo Lo;a ij fu;U=.k [kks 

cSBk gSA blus mls vkRe&dsfUær vkSj rukoiw.kZ cuk fn;k gSA blls dbZ çdkj dh fo"kSyh vknrsa 

iSnk gks xbZ gSaA thou dks ruko eqä cukus ds fy, gesa vko';drk vkSj vkdka{kk esa vUrj le>uk 

pkfg, D;ksafd vkdka{kk gesa lnSo oLrqvksa dh fopkjghu nkSM+ esa ys tkrh gSA blls eu dh 'kkfUr Hkax 

gksrh gSA vk/;kfRed f'k{kk] vkRe&vuqHkwfr vkSj ldkjkRed fopkj/kkjk gh ruko ls eqfä ds jkLrs gSaA½ 

In today's materialistic world, spiritual education should be made compulsory so that the 

godly qualities of purity, fearlessness and tolerance can be filled in the new generation. At 

present man has lost self-control. He has become self-centred and tense. This has developed 

in him several vicious habits. To make life tension free we should know the difference 

between need and desire. Desire throws us into the mad race of materialism. This disturbs 

peace of mind. Spiritual education, self- knowledge and positive thinking are the only way of 

freeing us from tension. 

EXERCISE-26 

¼cgqr FkksM+s yksx ,sls gSa tks Bhd viuh bPNk ds vuqlkj lksrs vkSj tkxrs gSaA ;gh dkj.k gS fd tc 

yksx çkr%dky mBuk ns[ksa pkgrs gSa rks txkus okyh ?kM+h dk ç;ksx mUgsa djuk iM+rk gSA uhan ls 

NqVdkjk ikuk dfBu gS vkSj cgqr ls yksx txkus okyh ?kM+h ds fcuk çkr% tkx ugha ldrsA fdUrq 

dbZ yksx viuh uhan dks o'k esa dj ysrs gSaA euq"; ds fy, ;g vR;Ur ykHknk;d gS fd og viuh 

bPNk ds vuqlkj lks vkSj tkx ldsA blesa vk'p;Z dh dksbZ ckr ugha fd cqf)eku yksx fuæk ij 

fot; ik ysus dks dfks ,d cM+h vko';d oLrq le>rs gSaA½ 

Very few people can to go sleep and wake up exactly when they wish. That is why most of 

the people have to use alarm clocks when they want to get up early in the morning. Sleep is 

hard to shake off and without the noise of an alarm clock most of the people cannot wake up 

early. But some people have control over their sleep. It is valuable for a man to be able to go 
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to sleep and wake up exactly when he wishes to. No wonder, then, that wise men consider 

victory over sleep such an important thing. 

EXERCISE-27 

¼gj eghus dqN&u&dqN cpr djus ds fy, vf/kd ;Ru dh vko';drk ughaA çR;sd O;fä ljyrk 

ls ,slk dj ldrk gS pkgs mldh vk; fdruh Hkh de D;ksa u gks] ml og phtsa ugha ykuh pkfg, 

ftudks og le>rk gS fd muds fcuk og jg ldrk gSA ml fQtwy[kphZ dks R;kxuk pkfg, tks 

mlds thfor jgus ds fy, vko';d ughaA mls iwjk fglkc j[kuk pkfg, rkfd mls irk jgs fd og 

fdruk dekrk gS vkSj fdruk [kpZ djrk gSA tks iq#"k tkurk gS fd mldh vk; D;k gS vkSj og 

D;k O;; dj jgk gS] og dHkh Hkh fQtwy[kphZ esa ugha iM+sxkA ;fn og vius crkZo ds ekeys esa ,sls 

pys rks og vo'; gh cpk ldsxkA½ 

It does not require a great effort to put by something every month. Everyone can easily do so,  

however small his earning may be. Let him not bring things which he can do without. Let 

him deny himself that indulgence which is not necessary for his existence. Let him keep 

proper account, so the may know what he earns and what he spends. A man who knows what 

his income is and what he is spending, will scarcely run into extra-vagance. If he goes on at 

this rate in the conduct of his affairs, he will be sure to save. 

EXERCISE-28 

¼iqLrdsa Hkh ,d fofp= ojnku gSaA tc nq%[k vkSj d"V ds ckny gekjs thou dks vU/kdkje; cuk 

nsrs gSa rks ;s ,d lPps fe= ds leku e/kqjok.kh ls gesa <‚<l c¡/kkrh gSaA tc gekjs fe= vkSj lEcU/kh 

gekjs nqHkkZX; ds dkj.k gels eq[k eksM+ ysrs gSa rks ns gekjk lkFk nsrh gSa rFkk gekjk mRlkg c<+krh 

gSaA lkgl vkSj „<+rk ls dfBukb;ksa ij dkcw ikus dh f'k{kk nsrh gSaA ;s euq"; dh cqf)erk ,oa 

vuqHko dk fupksM+ gSaA ijUrq lHkh iqLrdsa vPNh ugha gksrhaA blfy, iqLrdksa ds pquus esa cqf)erk vkSj 

lksp fopkj ls dke ysuk pkfg,A½ 

Books are also a wonderful blessing. When the clouds of sorrows and sufferings darken our 

life, books comfort us like a true friend. When our friends and relatives turn away during our 

unfortunate days, they stand by us and encourage us. They teach us to face our difficulties 

with determination and firmness. In fact, books are to essence of mankind's wisdom and 

experience. However, all books are I not good. Therefore, we should make choice of books 

with wisdom and judiciousness.  
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EXERCISE-29 

¼;g ,d vke /kkj.kk gS fd Hkxoku tks Hkh djrk gS] Bhd djrk gSA ijUrq ;fn ge fuHkhZd :i ls 

nqfu;k dh rLohj dks ns[ksa rks bl ij fo'okl djuk eqf'dy gks tkrk gSA vijk/kh] 'kjkch vkSj 

funZ;h O;fä thou esa Qy&Qwy jgs gSaA nwljh rjQ /kkfeZd] lPps vkSj drZO; ijk;.k O;fä 

viekutud vkSj xjhch dk thou fcrk jgs gSaA ;gh dkj.k gS fd Hkz"Vkpkj rsth ls QSy jgk gS vkSj 

uSfrd ewY;ksa dk ºzkl gks jgk gSA bl fujk'kktud fLFkfr ds fy, Hkxoku dks ugha] ns'k ijk jkt 

djus okys O;fä;ks dks ftEesokj ekuk tkuk pkfg,A½ 

It is a general belief that whatever God does, does right. But if we see the picture of the world 

fearlessly, it becomes difficult to believe it. Culprits, drunkards and cruel people are 

flourishing. Whereas the religious, the truthful and the dutiful are leading the life of poverty 

and humiliation. That is why corruption is spreading fast and moral values are declining. For 

this depressing state of things God should he held responsible, instead the people ruling over 

the country should be held responsible for it.  

EXERCISE-30 

¼chloha 'krkCnh esa foKku us cgqr mUufr dh gSA blus euq"; ds nSfud thou ij cgqr çHkko Mkyk 

gSA ;g dguk xyr gksxk fd foKku gekjs thou dk vko';d vax cu x;k gSA ekuo thou dk 

dksbZ Hkh {ks= blds çHkko ls eqä ugha gSA foKku us le; vkSj nwjh ij fot; çkIr dj yh gSA 

fu%lUnsg foKku us gesa vusd lqfo/kk,¡ çnku dh gSa vkSj gekjs thou dks vf/kd lq[kh cuk fn;k gS] 

ijUrq lkFk gh blus ekuoh; d"Vksa dks c<+k;k gSA blfy, foKku dks euq"; dk fe= vkSj 'k=q nksuksa 

dgk tkrk gSA½ 

Science has made great progress in the twentieth century. It has great effect on the daily life 

of man. It will not be wrong to say that science has become an essential part of our life. No 

sphere of man's life is free from its effect. Science has conquered over time and space. No 

doubt, science has provided us with many facilities and made our life happier, but at the same 

it has increased human sorrows. That is why science is said to be both man's friend and foe. 

Practice Exercises 

EXERCISE-1 

¼[ksy fdlh ,d ns'k o tkfr dh futh lEifÙk ugha gSA çkphu le; ls gh ;g lHkh ns'kksa dh 

eyfd;r jgh gS] fdUrq vU; LFkkuksa dh vis{kk fczVsu esa [ksy vf/kd çkphu gSa rFkk bu [ksyksa ds jhfr 

fjokt Hkh LFkkfir gks pqds gSa vkSj çk;% jk"Vªh; thou esa ;g Lohdkj dj fy;s x;s gSaA D;ksafd ;g 
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cgqr çkphu gS blfy, ;g vo'; gh lk/kkj.k cPps dh f'k{kk dk vVy vax cu tkrk gS] pkgs mls 

[ksy ilan u gh gks vkSj vke yM+ds bls ilUn ugha djrs& çk;% og vius thou ds dqN o"kksaZ esa 

muls ifjfpr gks tkrk gS pkgs cM+k gksdj og mUgsa fcYdqy gh NksM+ ns] ijUrq ;g ifjp; lnk 

mlds ikl gS] blh dkj.k vutkus esa gh og vius nSfud thou dh ckrksa esa ,sls 'kCnksa o okD;ksa dk 

ç;ksx djrk gS] tksfd ;FkkFkZ esa [ksy&dwn dh Hkk"kk ds gSaA½ 

EXERCISE-2 

¼tc ekuo loZçFke bl lalkj esa vk;k rks mlus Lo;a dks cgqr cM+s&cM+s i'kqvksa ls f?kjk ik;k gksxk 

vkSj og viuk m muls Hk;Hkhr gksdj O;rhr djrk gksxkA fdUrq vc ekuo txr dk Lokeh gS vkSj 

og tkuojksa ls viuhbPNk ds vuqlkj djokrk gSA dqN i'kqvksa tSls ?kksM+k] xk;] gkFkh] dqÙkk] fcYyh 

vkfn dks Hkh og ikyrw cuk ysrk gS] dqN dks ekjdj [kk tkrk gSA vkSj dqN dk tSls 'ksj vkSj phrk 

vius euksjatu gsrq f'kdkj djrk gSA fdUrq çkphu le; esa og Lokeh ugha vfirq mudk f'kdkj gks 

tkus ds Hk; ls jgrk Fkk vkSj og bu cM+s&cM+s tkuojksa ls nwj jgus dk ç;Ru djrk FkkA fdUrq 

/khjs&/khjs ekuo us mUufr dh vkSj og vf/kd ls vf/kd 'kfä'kkyh gksrk x;k tc rd og çR;sd 

i'kq ls vf/kd cyoku u gks x;kA½ 

EXERCISE 5 

¼vktdy yksx vius nSfud thou dks nks Hkkxksa esa foHkä djrs gSaA fnu dk ,d cgqr cM+k fgLlk 

,sls dk;Z esa yxkrs gSa ftlls fd os viuh thfodk miktZu dj ldsaA çfrfnu dqN ?k.Vs ,sls Hkh 

gksrs gSa ftUgsa os viuk dg ldrs gSaA ;s muds Qqjlr ds ?kaVs gSaA dbZ yksxksa ds fy, ;g tkuuk ,d 

leL;k gS fd D;k dke djs ftlls fd bl Qkyrw le; dk lcls mÙke ç;ksx dj ldsaA bls O;FkZ 

xaokus dh mUgsa vknr gks tkrh gSA os bu ?kaVksa dks fopkjiwoZd foHkkftr djus dk dksbZ ;Ru ugha 

djrsA os bls voljkuqdwy ç;ksx dj ysrs gSaA ;fn dksbZ fe= vk tkrk gS rks os fdlh fo"k; ij ?kaVksa 

ckr djus dks rRij jgrs gSaA os Lo;a fdlh fe= ds ?kj pys tk;saxs vkSj muds lkFk cSBs xIis gk¡drs 

jgsaxsA ;fn ?kj ij vkjke dj jgs gksaxs rks os vueus ls dksbZ fdrkc ;k lekpkj i= mBk ysaxs vkSj 

vius eu dk FkksM+k&lk Hkkx blesa yxk nsaxsA½ 

EXERCISE-4 

¼;gh og vkn'kZ Fkk ftldks fd cq) us lkjh vk;q çkIr djus dk ;Ru fd;kA mlus lnk ds fy, 

vkSj lHkh ;qxksa ds fy, ekuo ds nq%[kksa vkSj mlds dkj.k dk jgL; [kkst fudkyk vkSj mlus og 

lk/ku Hkh cryk,] ftuesa fd mu nq%[kksa dk mipkj gks ldrk gS ;k os jksds tk ldrs gSaA ge esa gj 

dksbZ mu nq%[kksa dk f'kdkj gS pkgs gekjk jktuSfrd <k¡pk] gekjs vkfFkZd fl)kUr vkSj muds thou 

dk Lo:i dqN Hkh gks vkSj pkgs ge ç‟fr ds fHkUu&fHkUu :iksa dk fu;a=.k djus esa leFkZ gks ldsaA 
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blds dkj.k cM+s xgjs vFkok iqjkus gSa vkSj bu nq%[kksa ij fot; cq) }kjk cryk, x;s ekxZ ls gh 

çkIr dh tk ldrh gSA ;gh dkj.k gS fd cq) us ;qx ;qxkUrj ls ekuo tkfr dks lkURouk ¼lq[k½ nh 

gS vkSj vkus okys le; esa Hkh gekjs lkFk pyrk jgsxk vkSj gesa ekufld LokLF; vkSj LokHkkfod 

voLFkk dh vksj ekxZ&n'kZu djsxkA½ 

EXERCISE-5 

¼Hkkjr ns'k rks ,d gS] ijUrq bldh Hkk"kk ,d ugha gSA ;gk¡ ,d ntZu ls Hkh vf/kd Hkk"kk,¡ cksyh 

tkrh gSaA ns'k ds fHkUu&fHkUu Hkkxksa esa vyx&vyx Hkk"kk,¡ çpfyr gksus ls cM+h gkfu ;g gS fd 

Hkkjrh;ksa esa ,drk dh Hkkouk iui ugha ikrhA vius ls Hkk"kk cksyus okyk O;fä gesa vifjfpr&lk 

yxrk gSA tc mls cksyrs gq, lqurs gSa] rks gees ;g Hkkouk mRiUu ugha gksrh fd og gekjs gh jk"Vª 

dk vax gSA blfy, ,d ls vf/kd Hkk"kk dk gksuk jk"Vªh; ,drk ds çlkj esa ck/kd gSA ijUrq ge 

pkgrs gSa fd lc Hkkjroklh vius vkidks ,d gh ns'k ds jgus okys le>saA ,slh Hkkouk txkus ds 

fy, ;g vko';d gS fd lkjs ns'k dh ,d gh Hkk"kk gksA lk>h Hkk"kk dk vFkZ og Hkk"kk gS ftlds 

ek/;e ls ns'k ds ,d Hkkx ds O;fä ns'k ds ckdh lHkh Hkkxksa ds O;fä;ksa ls fopkj fofue; dj ldsa 

;k tks ns'k ds fdlh Hkh Hkkx esa cksyh ;k ç;ksx esa ykbZ tk ldrh gSaA½ 

EXERCISE-6 

¼D;k gekjh vk/kqfud f'k{kk ç.kkyh Bhd çdkj ls py jgh gS\ blds fo"k; ij dksbZ er cukus ls 

iwoZ ;g tkuuk t:jh gS fd ,d vPNh f'k{kk ç.kkyh esa D;k&D;k xq.k gksus pkfg, vkSj ge ml 

ç.kkyh ls fdl çdkj dh f'k{kk dh vk'kk j[krs gSaA blls iwoZ ;g Hkh Li"V dj nsuk pkfg, fd 

gekjk mís'; fdl çdkj dh f'k{kk nsus dk gSA rHkh ge ;g fu.kZ; dj ldsaxs fd orZeku ç.kkyh 

gekjh vko';drkvksa dks iwjk djrh gS vFkok ughaA f'k{kk dk /;s; euq"; dh lkjh vkUrfjd 'kfä;ksa 

dks mUur djuk vkSj euq"; dks lekt ds çfr vius drZO;ksa dks Bhd&Bhd fuHkkus ds ;ksX; cukuk 

gSA euq"; ds 'kjhj] efLr"d vkSj vkRek vkfn lHkh Hkkxksa dh mUufr vko';d gSA vPNh f'k{kk ogh gS 

ftlds }kjk fo|kFkhZ ds 'kjhj] eu vkSj vkRek dh mUufr djus dh ps"Vk dh tkrh gSA½ 

EXERCISE-7 

¼xaxk fo'ks"k :i ls Hkkjr dh unh gS tks fd mlds yksxksa dh I;kjh gS rFkk ftlds fxnZ mldh 

tkrh; ;knsa] mldh vk'kk,¡ rFkk 'kadk,¡] mlds fot; xhr] mldh fot; rFkk ijkt;sa xqaFkh gqbZ gSaA 

og Hkkjr dh ;qxksa iqjkuh laL‟fr rFkk lH;rk dh çrhd jgh gS rFkk tks lnk :i cnyrh jgrh gS] 

lnk cgrh jgrh gS ijUrq fQj Hkh ogh xaxk jgrh gSA og eq>s fgeky; dh cQZ ls <dh gqbZ pksfV;ksa 

dh rFkk xgjh ?kkfV;ksa dh ;kn fnykrh gS ftudks eSaus bruk I;kj fd;k gS rFkk muds uhps okys 
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mitkÅ vkSj fo'kky eSnkuksa dh Hkh ;kn fnykrh gS tgk¡ ij esjk thou rFkk esjs dk;Z dh :ijs[kk 

cuh gSA½ 

EXERCISE-8 

¼;g ,slk le; gS tc dke djus dh vko';drk gS] tc ifjJe dh vko';drk gS] 'kkfUr dh 

vko';drk gS] lkFk feydj lkewfgd ç;kl dh vko';drk gSA jk"Vª dh lHkh ,df=r 'kfä;ksa dks 

jk"Vª ds egku dk;Z dh vksj yxkus dh vko';drk gSA ij ge D;k dj jgs gSa\ blesa lansg ugha fd 

geesa ls cgqr ls yksx] blh mís'; ds fy, dk;Z dj jgs gSa vkSj bl mís'; esa viuh iwjh 'kfä yxk 

jgs gSaA blesa lansg ugha fd jk"Vª vkxs c<+ jgk gS vkSj mUufr dj jgk gSA fQj Hkh tc eSa vius pkjksa 

vksj ns[krk gw¡ rks eSa dke dk okrkoj.k ugha ns[krk] dke dh eukso`fÙk ugha ikrkA dsoy ckr] dsoy 

vkykspuk] nwljksa dh cqjkbZ vkSj rqPN nycafn;k¡ vkSj blh rjg dh ckrsa feyrh gSaA½ 

EXERCISE-9 

¼,d ckj ,d :lh lTtu vkSj mldh iRuh vius ukSdj ds lkFk ,d pkj ?kksM+s dh xkM+h ls ,d 

nwj ds uxj dks tk jgs FksA mudk ekxZ ,d taxy ls xqtjrk FkkA dqN [kwa[kkj HksfM+;ksa us mudk 

ihNk fd;kA jkr dk le; FkkA muds ikl canwd Hkh ugha FkhA ukSdj us /kuh O;fä dks lykg nh fd 

HksfM+;ksa dks jkLrs ls gVkus ds fy, ,d ?kksM+k [kksy fn;k tk,A lTtu iq#"k us bldh vuqefr ns 

nhA HksfM+;ksa us ?kksM+s dks idM+ fy;k vkSj [kk fy;kA nwljs ?kksM+s ds lkFk Hkh ;gh ckr gqbZA vius 

Lokeh dh tku dks [krjk ns[kdj ukSdj [kqn HksfM+;ksa ds chp dwn iM+kA tc rd HksfM+;s mls pV 

djus esa yxs jgs rc rd ekfyd uxj esa igq¡p x;kA Lokeh ds çfr Hkfä dk ;g ,d Lej.kh; 

mnkgj.k gSA½ 

EXERCISE-10 

¼xjhch dk csdkjh ls xgjk laca/k gSA ;g lkspuk gh fQtwy gS fd bl c<+rh gqbZ csdkjh ds lkFk 

xjhch de dh tk ldrh gSA gj iapo"khZ; ;kstuk esa csdkjh dh QkSt c<+rh gh tkrh gSA gekjh 

;kstuk u,&u, dke ds bPNqd yksxksa dk Hkh jkstxkj ugha ns ik jgh gSA csdkj yksx /ku dk miktZu 

djus ds ctk, mldk mi;ksx gh djrs gSaA D;ksafd gesa bl vkcknh dks thfor j[kuk gS] fuEu 

thou&Lrj ij gh D;ksa ugha\ D;k muds fy, rFkk ns'k ds fy, ykHkdkjh ugha gksxk fd os dqN 

mi;ksxh phtksa dk mRiknu djsa\ mRiknu dh ek=k tks Hkh gks] og ns'k dh lEifÙk esa o`f) djus ds 

lkFk&lkFk mlh gn rd xjhch dks Hkh de djsxhA xka/kh th us tc [kknh vkSj dqVhj m|ksx çkjEHk 

fd;k rks os ns'k ds fy, egt vuqi;ksxh pht dk mi;ksx dj jgs FksA gekjs ç'kklu ;k turk us 

dqVhj vkSj y?kq m|ksxksa dks çksRlkgu nsus dh lgh fn'kk esa cgqr FkksM+s ç;Ru fd;s gSaA½ 

 



 

103 
 

EXERCISE-11 

¼;g ckr Li"V gS fd euq"; tkfr dh mUufr fdlh lekt ds çR;sd O;fä ds lg;ksx ls gh gks 

ldrh gSA ijUrq bl lg;ksx dh lQyrk rHkh laHko gS tcfd ijLij fopkj&fofue; ds fy, 

lk/ku çLrqr gksaA fopkj&fofu;e ds fy, Hkk"kk gh lcls vko';d lk/ku gS] vkSj bldh lgk;rk ls 

lekt dh mUufr gks ldrh gSA blfy, Hkk"kk rFkk mUufr dk cgqr xgjk laca/k gSA ;gk¡ rd fd 

,d ds cxSj nwljs dk vfLrRo gh vlaHko gSA ijUrq budk xgjk laca/k ;gk¡ gh lekIr ugha gks 

tkrkA lekt dh mUufr ds lkFk Hkk"kk dh mUufr rFkk Hkk"kk dh mUufr ds lkFk lekt dh mUufr 

gksrh jgrh gSA blfy, ge dg ldrs gSa fd ;s nksuksa ,d nwljs ij fuHkZj gSaA½ 

EXERCISE-12 

¼gekjs nsgkrh {ks= gj çdkj ls fiNM+s gq, gSaA iapk;rsa cukus dk mís'; ;gh gS fd buds vkfFkZd 

fiNM+siu dks nwj fd;k tk,A bl çdkj ls ;s çfrfuf/k lHkk,¡ turk dh gkyr lq/kkjus esa mfpr 

Hkkx ys ldrh gSaA ;g dke vkSj Hkh vPNh çdkj ls gks ldrk gSA ;fn xk¡o esa lHkh çdkj ds yksx 

;g vuqHko djsa fd iapk;rsa lcdh lPph çfrfuf/k gSa u fd dsoy fdlh ,d Hkkx ;k Js.kh dhA bl 

Hkkouk ls nsgkrksa esa fuekZ.k dk;Z esa gkFk c¡Vkus ds fy, mRlkg mRiUu gksxkA nsgkr esa iapk;rsa vkSj 

blh çdkj dh lHkk,¡ cukus dk mís'; xk¡o ds thou esa ØkfUr ykuk vkSj turk dks Lora=rk çkfIr 

ds i'pkr~ vius vf/kdkjksa vkSj drZO;ksa dk Kku djokuk gSA Hkkjro"kZ dk okLrfod :i ogk¡ ds 

yk[kksa xk¡oksa esa feyrk gS vkSj tc rd ;s xk¡o viuk vkyL; u R;kx nsa vkSj muesa u, thou dk 

lapkj u gks tk, rc rd tulk/kkj.k ds fy, LojkT; dk dqN vFkZ ughaA½ 

EXERCISE-13 

¼dHkh&dHkh eSa phM+ ds isM+ksa ds uhps ysV tkrk vkSj ?kwerh gok dh dkukQwfl;k¡ e/;e Loj esa lqurk] 

tks esjs dkuksa esa dbZ fofp= ckrsa dgrh] esjh psruk 'kfä;ksa dks ekuks yksjh nsdj lqyk nsrh vkSj esjs 

efLr"d ds cq[kkj dks BaMk dj nsrhA eq>s vlqjf{kr ikdj cM+h prqjrk ls uhps lalkj ds euq"; dh 

jhfr;ksa dh ew[kZrk] mudk fujUrj la?k"kZ] mudk Øks/k vkSj ?k̀.kk] /keZ ds uke ij mudh gB/kehZ; 

mudh jktuhfr dk Hkz"Vkpkj ,oa muds vkns'kksa dks eku dj bu lcdh vksj ls ladsr djrh rks fQj 

D;k muesa okil tkuk vkSj muls la?k"kZ djrs gq, viuk thou u"V djuk mfpr Fkk\ ;gk¡ 'kkfUr 

Fkh] pqIih Fkh ,oa HkykbZ Fkh vkSj lkfFk;ksa ds rkSj ij gekjs ikl cQZ vkSj igkM+ vkSj dbZ fdLe ds 

isM+ksa ls <dh gqbZ igkfM+;k¡ vkSj i{kh vkSj Qwy FksA½ 

Check your Progress 1 

Answer the following questions to make sure that you have understood the passage well:  

1. Why did the writer leave his village to go to London? 
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2. How long has the writer lived in London? When does he plan to go back to his 

village? 

3. Why does the author call the ‗flats, rooms and garrets‘ where he has lived in London 

‗human filing cabinets? Why doesn‘t he mention ‗houses? 

4. Which place does the author regard as ‗his home‘? 

5. The last sentence of the second para beings as follows: ‗But that is my home....‘ Why 

does the author use ‗But‘ here? 

6. What ‗great virtue‘ does the author see in the large size of London? 

 Role of Idioms and Phrases in Translation 

get one‟s act together 

 csgrj <ax ls dk;Z djus ds fy, rS;kj gksuk] vius vki dks O;ofLFkr djukA 

His new boss has given him one month to get his act together, or he loses his job. 

be up in the air 

 vfuf”pr] my>k gqvk] ckf/krA 

The future of the project is up in the air as the management has failed to finalize the 

budget. 

all in all 

 dqy feykdj] feyktqykdjA 

 She may not be brilliant, but all in all I think she did quite well in her exams. 

from A to Z 

 iw.kZr;k] “kq: ls vUr rdA 

 Steve Job‘s latest book tells the story of his life from A to Z. 

of one‟s own accord 

 LosPNk ls] viuh ethZ ls 

The managing director of the company didn‘t have to be asked to resign – he went of 

his own accord. 
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the acid test 

 vfXu&ijh{kk] dlkSVh ij 

 The product looks great, but will people buy it? That‘s the acid test. 

a man of action 

 deZB] lw=/kkj 

 The country needs a political leader who is a man of action. 

alive and kicking (or alert or well) 

 thoUr “khy] tks”k ls ifjiw.kZ 

She hadn‘t met her younger sister after her marriage, and was delighted to see her 

alive and kicking at a social event last weekend. 

all and sundry 

 vke vkneh 

 I don‘t want all and sundry to come to know about our differences. 

alpha and omega 

 “kq:vkr ls vUr rd 

The strategy to control inflation remains the alpha and omega of the government‘s 

economic policy. 

apple of discord 

 >xM+s dh tM+] fookn dk fo’k; 

The right to host the World Cup cricket has become an apple of discord between the 

two countries. 

seal (or stamp) of approval 

 eksgj yxkuk] lgefr nsuk 

 The government finally agreed to give the new pension policy its seal of approval. 

the long arm of the law 

 dkuwu dh rkdr] dkuwu dh igq¡p 
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It is not easy for criminals to escape the long arm of the law in a developed country 

like this. 

armed to the teeth 

 yM+us dks rS;kj gksuk] iwjh rjg ls rS;kj 

The alleged tax-defaulter was ready for all their questions, and armed to the teeth with 

proof of his innocence. 

have an axe to grind 

 LokFkZ] dke fudkyus dk rjhdk 

He should not become the chairman of the committee as he has too many axes of his 

own to grind. 

across the board 

 gj Lrj ij vkSj gj {ks= ds yksxksa ij izHkko gksuk 

The improvement has been across the board, with all divisions either increasing 

profits or reducing losses. 

give a good account of 

 vPNk izn”kZu djuk 

as he could not give a very good account of himself in the interview, the company 

didn‘t offer him a good salary. 

alter ego 

 Lo;a dk nwljk :i 

Over the years the secretary has become the alter ego of his boss. 

arm in arm 

 vR;Ur utnhd gksuk 

The party cancelled former MLA‘s candidature as he was arm in arm with the 

opposition. 

after all 

 vkf[kjdkj 
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You don‘t need to call him. After all, he never calls you. 

all of a sudden 

 vpkud 

All of a sudden it became dark and the rain started. 

as a matter of fact 

 njvly 

As a matter of fact, the couple has applied for a divorce. 

as soon as 

 tSls gh] T;ksa gh 

He got the job offer as soon as he finished his graduation. 

arrive in a body 

 ,d ny :i esa vk tkuk 

Things became noisy when the workers entered the manager‘s office in a body. 

in ages 

 yEcs le; ls 

Nobody has seen him work so hard in ages. 

as broad as it‟s long 

 fdlh Hkh rjhds ls ns[kus ij oSlk gh jguk 

She could not decide which offer to accept – she thought the choice was just about as 

broad as it was long. 

be glad/happy/to see the back of sb/sth 

 fdlh ds tkus ij [kq”kh dk vuqHko djuk ¼ukilan gksus dh otg ls½ 

The guest became an absolute pain for the hosts and they were really pleased to see 

the back of him. 

be in a bad way 

 l[r chekj gksuk 
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After years of the recession, the economy of the country was in a bad way. 

(not) bat an eye/eyelash/eyelid 

 gSjkuh u trkuk] vfopfyr jguk 

When the Court pronounced the prisoner guilty of murder, the accused stood there 

without batting an eyelid. 

give sb a hell 

 cqjh rjhds ls Mk¡Vuk 

The boss gae them hell for not finishing the project in time. 

be a bit much 

 vuqfpr gksus dh otg ls FkksM+k T;knk yxuk 

I think it‘s a bit much to expect a pace bowler to bowl more than 50 overs in one day. 

turn a blind eye 

 tku&cw>dj /;ku ugha nsuk] utjvUnkt djuk 

The principal decided to turn a blind eye to the student‘s misconduct this time with a 

hope that they won‘t do it again. 

out of the blue 

 vuk;kl] vpkud] ,dk,d 

Then one day, completely out of the blue, the Maoists attacked the police post and 

caught everyone off guard. 

the bottom line 

 fdlh fu’d’kZ dk egRoiw.kZ rF; 

The bottom line is that pregnant women‘s health is at greater risk if they smoke. 

back to the drawing board 

 okil ;kstuk dh fLFkfr esa igq¡puk 

The client rejected all our proposals, so we had to ask the consultant to take the 

project back to the drawing board. 
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back to square one 

 okil ls “kq:vkr ij igqapuk] tgka ls pys fQj ogha igqapuk 

The Government and the Central Bank spent years strengthening the nation‘s 

economy but the slowdown shattered it, so we are back to square one. 

take a back seat 

 fdlh dk;Z esa ihNs gks tkuk] xkS.k LFkku ysuk 

The founder of the company decided to take a back seat and let the board members 

run the business. 

Bag and baggage 

 lktks&lkeku ds lkFk] cksfj;k&fcLrj ds lkFk 

Tired of their tantrums, the landlady asked her tenants to vacate the house, bag and 

baggage, in a week‘s time. 

bang on  

 vkyk ntsZ dk] iw.kZr;k lgh gksuk 

You said the Congress will get 240 seats, didn‘t you? You were bang on. 

go with a bang 

 mÙkstuk vkSj lQyrk ds lkFk 

We take part in the events organized by this group, because they go with a real bang. 

bark up the wrong tree 

 xyr O;fDr ds ihNs iM+uk 

It was a very sensitive case and yet for over one year the police kept barking up the 

wrong tree. 

beat about (or around) the bush  

 lgh eqn~ns ij u vkuk] ?kqek&fQjk dj ckrsa djuk 

You will have to learn to speak clearly about what you want. You won‘t get anywhere 

if you keep beating about the bush. 

bell the cat 
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 [krjukd dk;Z djuk 

Someone has to bell the cat and tell the commissioner that his own son started the 

violence. 

tighten one‟s belt 

 ns[kdj [kpZ djuk 

Most people need to tighten their belt during economic slowdown. 

a safe bet 

 mfpr vuqeku] ,slk fopkj tks lgh lkfcr gksus okyk gks 

The party president decided that the 75 year old sitting legislator was still a safe bet 

for re-election. 

better half (or part) 

 ifr @ iRuh 

I think a two-bed flat would suit us but I‘d better confirm it with my better half. 

a big cheese (fish / gun / shot) 

 egRoiw.kZ bUlku 

Apparently her father is a big cheese in one of the major banks. 

Q. How did the English Language travelled from the old form to the standard 

English. 

Ans.: Of all the Middle English dialects, Midland enjoyed the pride of place. Chaucer wrote 

in East Midland, which was destined to be, the standard language of English. In the first 

place, East Midland occupied a middle position between the extreme divergences of North 

and South. Less conservative than the southern dialect, less radical than the Northern, it 

moved gradually on in 1385. 

 The East Midland dialect became the established form of writing in England. 

 Thirdly, the two great universities of the country were located in this area. Hence 

Oxford and Cambridge did much in spreading the knowledge of East Midland. 

 Fourthly, East Midland was also being spoken in and around London. After having 

analysed the reason for East Midland becoming the recognised form of speech and writing. 



 

111 
 

The Norman conquest influenced the English language very much. Walter Map, who lived at 

the end of the twelfth century and in the beginning of the 13
th

 century, tell us that French in 

English was regarded as old-fashioned and dialecta. 

 Edward III in 1362 opened parliament by addressing it in English. English was once 

more becoming the tongue of the educated. John of Trevisa recorded in 1385 that English 

was the language of the people, Latin of learning, and French was used to exhibit the fashion 

of polite society.  

 In the 14
th

 century began a movement in favour of the native tongue, and French, 

which reached its highest influence in the 13
th

 century. The first English document 

discovered in the British Museum and the public record office are the 14
th

 century. 

 It has been customary to regard Chaucer as the father of Modern English and to 

attribute to his genuus the literary language of English.  

 To sum up, Midland being centrally placed, succeeded in drawing people to self and 

in relegating other contemporary dialects to the country side, and thus making them quite 

exiguous. 

 In the Tudor times, the Bible and the prayer Book written in the dialect of Chaucer 

and Wyclif afforded force and momentum to the growth of English. During the Elizabethan 

age, Spenser, Shakespeare, Sidney, and host of other brilliant writers contributed much to the 

suitability and effectively of expression in the language. The first clear recognition of the fact 

that the London English was the standard written language, does not occur until 1589, when 

Art of English Poesy attributed to George Puttenham, was published.  

Q. Write a note on the Modern English. What are its characteristics? 

Ans.: Modern English period is said to have started in 1453 A.D. with the fall of 

Constantinople into the hands of the Turks and the consequence spread of the Greek scholars 

on the Continent. We witness no fewer than four world-shaking events by the end of the 

fifteenth century leaving their traces on it. These four events are : the renaissance, the 

Reformation, the invention of printing by Caxton in  1476, and the discovery of America in 

1492 by Columbus. 

 The Renaissance brought many Greek words in its train and there was a great influx 

of these into English, in addition to such as had been previously introduced through the 

medium of Latin. Greek began to be taught at Cambridge about 1540. 
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 The Reformation accelerated the struggle of the English nation against the corrupt 

authority, of the Catholic Church and the Pope of Roime. Directly the East Indian Company, 

set up in 1600 A.D. began to show its armed victories with the battle of Plassey in 1757. The 

result was the inevitable introduction of numerous East Indian words into English. English 

has also borrowed words from Dutch, (in quite modern times). Russian, Turkish and 

Hungarian, besides many of its colonies. 

 The Elizabethans enjoyed a great freedom of expression and ―the result was a 

language of unsurpassed richness and beauty, which however, defies all rules. To the 

Elizabethan it seemed as if almost any word could be used in any grammatical relation-

adverbs for verbs for nouns or adjectives, nouns and adjectives for verbs and adverbs‖ (L.P. 

Smith). 

 With the Restoration came a new age of French influence. Charles II and his Court 

had lived long in France. French fashions were supreme in the English court, polite speech 

and literature were once more filled with French expressions. The French words borrowed 

during this period were not naturalized.  

 The Augustan age was though all for the preservation of many Latin words and even 

of syntax, the voices for the ‗purification‘ and removal of ‗cumbersomeness‘. With the 

Romantic Movement there was an increased historical sense and a keen interest in the past. 

The age discarded the guady and ‗inane pharaseology by the school of pope. 

 During the Vicorian age. English has been commanding a matchless position in the 

family of world-Language. As the time is science-oriented, our language has also become 

more and more scientific. 

 The most important features of the early Modern English period are the Great Vowel 

shift and the rise of Standard English. English long vowels and the obvious result was the 

most characteristic differences between Chaucerian pronunciation and that of the present day. 

 The Middle ages had been Keenly interested in matters of philosophy and religion, 

whereas Man has now drifted rowards science and agnosticism. Another characteristic of 

Modern English is the freedom from dry lexicography, literal pedantry, and other 

cumbersome adumbrations. Nouns are being used adjectives, as in ‗bustation and ‗boy-

friend‘: verbs are employed as nouns, e.g., ‗a wash‘, ‗a cut‘, etc. 

 To sum up, English has the brightest prospect for becoming an international language 

in the near future. 
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Q. Discuss the Celtic. Scandinavian, French & American influence upon English. 

Ans.: English has crossed many a ‗stream‘. As a result, foreign elements have passed into it.  

(a) Celtic : The Celtic elements in early English is practically non-existent. In the past a 

number of Celtic words in English were usually over estimated so that the tendency of study 

has to lessen rather than to increase the list, Henry Bradley says, “Modern investigation has 

shown that the number of Celtic words which are found in English before the 12
th

 

century are less than a dozen, and of these several appear from their form to have been 

learnt not from the Britons but from the Irish missionaries from lona to Northumbria”.   

Anglo-Saxons conquered the Celts and relegated them to the position of slaves. They 

are also known as the Ancient Britons, who were actually the aborigines of England. Their 

language persisted in those regions which were not over-run by the Anglo-Saxon, and still 

survives as Welsh, Scotch, Gaelic and Irish and Manx. 

Celtic words appear to have entered the language during the Middle Ages, though 

English words were freely adopted by Celtic during that period. In the sixteenth century, a 

few Gaelic words filtered in, mostly from Ireland, for English had no direct contact with the 

Scottish Highlands. 

The great rush of Scotch Gaelic words began in the mid 18
th

 century, the picturesque 

scenery of the Highlands began to attract visitors from the south, Johnson and Boswell, who 

mention and explain words belonging to the landscape, such as ‗cairn‘ and ‗loch‘, or 

characteristic of the highlanders, such as ‗claymore‘ and ‗coronch‘.  

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reports that at Andredes-ceaster or Pevensey a struggle 

occured between the native population and the newcomers and ―not a single Briton was left 

alive.‖ Even where such a genocide on mass scale did not occur, the conquerors allowed a 

fewer survivals of the Celtic population.  

The ‗Thames‘ is a Celtic river name, and various Celtic words for river or water are 

preserved in the names ‗Avon‘, ‗Exe‘, ‗Usek‘, ‗Dover‘, and ‗Wye‘ Celtic words meaning 

‗hill‘ are found in place-names like ‗Barr‘, ‗Breson and others. Certain other Celtic elements 

occur more or less frequently such as ‗cumb‘ (a deep valley) in ames like ‗Duncombe‘. 

‗Holcombe‘, ‗Winchombe‘, ‗torr‘ (high rock, peak) in ‗Torr‘, ‗Torcross‘, ‗Torhill‘, ‗Pill‘ (a 

tidal creek) in ‗pulle‘, ‗huntspill‘, and ‗brocc‘ (badger) in ‗Brockholes‘, ‗Brockhalls‘, etc. 

(b) Scandinavian : 
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 Near the end of the Old English period, the Danes came to England. They were the 

inhabitants of Scandinavia and Denmark, one time neighbours of the Anglo-Saxon and 

closely related to them in language and blood. But in the eighth century a change, econoic, 

possibly policical, occurred in this area and made them restless and adventurous. They began 

a series of attacks upon all the lands adjacent to the North Sea and the Baltic. The Swedes 

established a kingdom in Russia; Norwegians colonized parts of the British Isles, the Faroes 

and Icland, and from there pushed on to Greenland and the coast of Labrador; the Danes 

founded the dukedom of Normandy and finally conquered English in the beginning of the 

eleventh century under their wise and spirited king. Cnut. The king of Denmark began to rule 

England capital. 

 There are three well marked stages of the Scandinavian attacks upon England.  

(1) the period of early raids, beginning according to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in 

787 and continuing until about 850. 

(2) the period that included the work of large armies and is marked by widespread 

plundering in all parts of the country and by extensive settlements, extending 

from 850 to 878. 

(3) the period of political adjustment and assimilation from 878 to 1042. During 

this period, the Danes agreed to accept Christianity. 

As the Anglo-Saxons and the Danes came closer due to the historical facts noted 

above, their language also left their marks on each other. Chronologically, the Scandinavian 

influence upon the English language is the third important element. 

The Scandinavian word meant a ‗vision of the night‘. Thus while the form of the word 

‗dream‘ is English, its sense in Norse. So powerful was the Danish influence that not only 

nouns, adjectives and verbs were borrowed, but even pronouns as ‗they‘, ‗their‘ also came 

from the same source. 

While Norse words began to enter the spoken language in the times of the Danish 

supremacy, they entered but slowly into the written language and hence only a few appear 

before the close of the Old English period. Examples of those words which have come down 

to modern times are : call, crave, fellow, haven, husband, hustings, knife, law, take, and 

wrong. 
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(1) In Teutonic words the sound combination of ‗sk‘ (sometimes ‗sc‘) points to 

the Norse origin. Examples are : sky [scarce, scan, scream, scrab, skull, skin, 

skill, skull, scant, bask, etc. 

(2) Teutonic words with hard ‗k‘ or ‗g‘ where genuine English words would have 

‗y‘, ‗j‘ or ‗ch‘ may be regarded as of Norse origin : examples are : given, gift, 

get, guest; also the words drag, dregs, egg, flag.  

(3) Teutonic words with ‗ei‘ or ‗ai‘ are also Norse, examples are : hail raid, raise, 

reindeer, swain, gait, their, wait, etc. 

We find many Scandinavian words dealing with administration. The Danes re-

organized the administrative machinery and introduced a powerful law throughout the 

ekingdon. The very word ‗Law‘ is Scandinavian. 

The Scandinavian words are mostly short and their shortness is in harmony with the 

monosyllabic character of the native stock as a whole. Owing to this fact, they are far less felt 

as foreign words than any other. The Scandinavian element is to be felt in English Grammar. 

We have such pronouns as ‗they‘, ‗them‘, ‗their‘, from this fource. One more Scandinavian 

pronoun is ‗same‘. We also find such pronominal adverbs as ‗hethen‘, ‗whethen‘, (hence, 

thence, ‗whence‘) which displaced the native forms ‗heonan‘, ‗thana‘, ‗hwanan‘.  

The use of ‗shall‘ and ‗will‘ and the universal place of the genitive case before its 

nouns placed it very often after it (are due to Scandinavian influence was considerable. 

Because of its extent and the intimate way in which the borrowed elements were 

incorporated, it is one of the most interesting of the foreign influences that have contributed 

to the English language. 

Q. Write a short essay on Renaissance English. 

Ans.: The Renaissance was an intellectual rebirth which ―showed itself in the effort of the 

individual to free himself from the rigid institutions of the Middle Ages, feudalism and the 

church; and a assert this right to live, ito think and to express himself in accordance with a 

more flexible secular code‖. (Moody and Lovett).  

 Renaissance, as Symonds points out, ―denotes the whole transition from Middle Ages 

to the modern world.‖ Michelet calls it ―The discovery by manking of himself and of the 

world‖. Sichel also remarks : ―It was a movement. a revival of iman‘s ipower, a reawakenting 

of consciousness of himself and of ithe universe.‖ In the words of Tillyard ―Renaissance was 
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the manifestation of new life, and outburst of virtuous floriding after the cramping restraints 

and withering asceticisms of the Middle Ages. 

 The renaissance, was an intellectual movement for the revival of Latin and Greek 

classics which began to permeata and stir English mind latter half of the fifteenth century. 

The study of Latin and Greek introduction the people of England to a new world of glamour 

and splendour of classics in the literary circles, language is always undergoing changes, 

modification alteration and transformation but the renaissance movement gave it fillip and 

accelerated its pace. 

 Its first impact was noticeable in the wide manifestation of a consccious interest in the 

English language and an awareness of its problems. Books, pamphlets, prefaces, and other 

such literature came out defending a national language. English being most suitable and 

preferrable they defended the English language against the foreign language like French, 

Latin or Greek. 

 A number of books came out in its defence which laid emphasis on property 

pronunciation of English for the guidance of foreigners as well as for all other who found 

native dialect not conforming to the standard language of London. Thus Renaissance was the 

first epoch-making event of the age followed by Industrial Revolution and migration to New 

Lands like U.S., Australia, Canada and Newzealand. All these factors are responsible for the 

enrichment of the English language and making a fit language for all purposes – trade and 

commerce, science and technology, and language of communication on international level. 

 English in the Renaissance was much more plastic than now, Adjectives appear as 

adverbs, or nouns, or verbs and there was no rigid grammatical rules. It was the age with the 

characteristics of youth-vigour, a attempts were being made for a uniform standard language, 

yet there existed a considerable variety of use-alternative forms in the grammer experiments 

with new words, variations in pronunciations and spelling.  

 Thirdly it was the period when drastic changes were being made to make it a standard 

language. There was a great vowel shifting exercise which brought about a lot of changes in 

pronunciation and spellings. It was the period when “thought was liberated and broadened 

so that it broke its scholastic frame-work, a rebellion against spiritual authority 

rewonder at the heaves and the earth as they were revealed by the discoveries of the 

navigators and astronomy; superior beauty was perceived in the literature of classical 

antiquity, particularly in the recent recovered works of ancient Greece.” 
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 Historically speaking “The age was important for its intellectual progress, for the 

introduction of printing, for the discovery of America, for the beginning of the 

Reformation, and the growth and for the growth of political power among the common 

people.” 

 There were slight changes in the use of pronouns. Thou, they, thee were no longer 

used ye was substituted by you. In some cases, the verbs with suffixes were commonly used 

like telleth, giveth, saith, doth etc. which however took the forms, tells, gives, says by the 17
th

 

century. Both the forms were used and one was free to use either. 

Conclusion : 

 The use of “have wrote” for “have written” was not considered improper or 

incorrect ―says one critic. In Thomas Gray‘s ‗Elergy‘ (1751) there are spelling of words like 

housen for houses, shoon for shoes. The word service was also pronounced as sarvice. 

Similarly, we find the spelling of words sartain for certain, concrn for concern, divart for 

divert, clark for clerk, smert for smart etc. 
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Chapter 6 

Preparation for Examination 

 

Que-  What does 'Utopia' in Greek mean? 

Ans-  'Utopia' in Greek means Nowhere. 

Que-  Who was known as the Lord's protectorate? 

Ans-  Oliver Cromwell was known as the Lord Protectorate. 

Que-  Who became the King of Puritan Legacy? 

Ans-  Oliver Cromwell became the king of the Puritan Legacy. 

Que-  Name three major poems of John Gower? 

Ans-  Speculum Meditantis (French), Vox Clematis (Latin), and Confessio Amantis 

(English). 

Que-  Name any Dream allegory written by William Langland? 

Ans-  The most Vibrant dream allegory written by William Langland is "Pier Plowman". 

Que-  Name some attributed to Cynewulf? 

Ans-  Poems attributed to Cynewulf are - Elene, The Christ, Juliana. 

Que-  Who was the first to translate poetry to prose? 

Ans-  Alfred the Great was the first to translate poetry to prose. 

Que-  Name some poems attributed to Cynewulf's school? 

Ans-  The wanderer, The Dream of the Rood. 

Que-  Who was the King of Puritan legacy? 

Ans-  Oliver Cromwell was the king of the Puritan legacy. 

Que-  What was the original language of the Bible? 

Ans-  Bible was originally written in Hebrew (Latin). 

Que-  When was Charles 1 Executed? 

Ans-  Charles 1 was executed in 1649. 

Que-  What is an old English period?  

Ans- Old English period indicates the traditions, language, and literature written or spoken 

in England in the time of Anglo Saxons. 
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Que-  Who is regarded as the first poet in the old English Period?  

Ans-  Caedmon. 

Que-  What do you know about old English themes of poetry?  

Ans-  Old English poetry was written when there were battles, conflicts, and struggles. it has 

common themes of morality bravery and religious values, supernaturalism, bloodshed 

were important themes. 

Que-  What were the two old English poetry styles?  

Ans-  The heroic Germanic and the Christian style were two important poetry styles.   

Que-  How an old English poetry has survived?  

Ans-  It had survived in different manuscripts. Some of them are below, 

1. Caedmon manuscript or also called Junius Manuscript 

2. Vercelli book 

3. Exeter Book 

4.  Nowell Codex or it is also called The Beowulf Manuscript 

Que-  Who was prominent Prose writer in old English Literature?  

Ans-  Alfred the king, he has translated various books from Latin into old English. Gregory 

the Great‘s and The Pastoral Care were his important translated books. 

Que-  What is Old English, and during which time period was it spoken? 

Ans-  Old English is the earliest form of the English language, spoken in England from 

roughly the 5th century to the 11th century, after which it transitioned into Middle 

English. 

Que-  What were the major influences on Old English, both linguistically and culturally? 

Ans-  Old English was influenced by various Germanic tribes, including the Angles, 

Saxons, and Jutes. It also borrowed words from Latin due to the influence of the 

Roman Catholic Church. 

Que- What is the significance of the epic poem "Beowulf" in the study of Old English? 

Ans-  "Beowulf" is one of the most important literary works in Old English and provides 

valuable insights into the language, culture, and society of the time. 
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Que-  How did the Viking invasions impact the development of Old English? 

Ans-  The Viking invasions in the 8th and 9th centuries resulted in Norse influence on Old 

English, leading to borrowings of words and grammatical changes. 

Que-  What are some distinctive features of Old English grammar and pronunciation 

compared to Modern English? 

Ans-  Old English had a complex inflectional grammar, including cases for nouns, gender, 

and strong and weak verb conjugations. The pronunciation also differed significantly. 

Que-  How did the Christianization of England affect Old English? 

Ans-  The conversion to Christianity brought Latin influence into Old English, resulting in 

the introduction of religious terminology and texts. 

Que-  What role did the Danelaw play in the preservation of Old Norse linguistic elements 

in -England? 

Ans-  The Danelaw was a region in England under Danish control, and it contributed to the 

preservation of Old Norse elements in the English language, especially in the north 

and east of England. 

Que- Why is the study of Old English important for understanding the history and 

development of the English language? 

Ans-  Studying Old English is crucial for understanding the roots of the English language 

and how it evolved over time. It provides insights into linguistic, cultural, and 

historical aspects of early England. 

Que- Who was King Alfred?  

Ans-  He was the king of Wessex. He was called Alfred the Great. he became the great king 

of England. He had defeated Vikings. 

Que- Who was Edward the Confessor?  

Ans-  In 1042 Edward become the king of England. He was very religious that is why he 

was called Edward the Confessor. 

 Que-  Why Battle of Hasting take place?  

Ans-  The only reason behind this battle was the death of King Edward and he had to leave 

the Throne without an heir. 
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Que-  Who won the Battle of Hasting?  

Ans-  Battle of Hasting won by William the Conqueror, also called the Duke of Normandy. 

It was fought between Harold the Anglo-Saxon English king And William. 

Que-  To which country did King Alfred belong? Name one of his prose works? 

Ans - Alfred belonged to the ninth century. He was the king of Wessex (871). Alfred is 

noted for his translation works. He translated or got translated Pastoral Care of Pope 

Gregory. His other major contribution is compilation of Anglo-Saxon chronicle. 

Que-  To which century did Alfred belong? What is his principle works? 

Ans-  Alfred belonged to the nineth century. He was the king of Wessex (871). He 

translated or got translated Postoral Care of Pope Gregory, the History of the World 

of Orsius, the Ecclesiastical History of Bede, the consolation of Philosophy is a 

philosophical work by Boethius, written around the year 524 and the Soliloquies of 

St. Augustine. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle inspired and sponsored by Alfred was his 

greater achievement. 

Que-  When was England converted to Christianity? 

Ans-  The most significant landmark in Anglo – Saxon history is the conversion of the 

people to Christianity. The work began in 597 with Augustine‘s mission and was 

completed in the period upto 605. 

Que-  Write a short note on Middle English? 

Ans-  The period from AD 1150 to 1500 is called the age of Middle English in the history of 

English language. The middle English borrowed lots of words from French and Latin. 

The Middle English happened to witness the great vowel shift changing the 

pronunciation of the English long vowels. The grammar also went under some 

remarkable changes. The gradual loss of inflections and the fixing of word order are 

the most important changes during this period. The early literature of this phase was 

exclusively religious in nature. 

Que-  In Middle English, two consecutive vowels show that? 

Ans-  In Middle English, two consecutive vowels indicate that the vowel is long. This 

means that the vowel sound is held for a longer duration compared to a short vowel 
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sound. This is a common linguistic feature in many languages, including Middle 

English, to differentiate between short and long vowel sounds.  

Que-  In which age Romances were famous? 

Ans-  Middle Age. 

Que-  When did Modern English emerge? 

Ans-  Modern English emerged around the late 15th century, following the Middle English 

period. 

Que-  What major event had a significant impact on the development of Modern English? 

Ans-  The printing press, invented by Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th century, played a 

significant role in the standardization and spread of Modern English. 

Que-  Who is often credited with making significant contributions to the development of 

Modern English grammar and vocabulary? 

Ans-  William Shakespeare is often credited with making significant contributions to 

Modern English through his plays and writings. 

Que- Which historical event in 1066 influenced the English language by introducing 

Norman French influences? 

Ans-  The Norman Conquest of England in 1066, led by William the Conqueror, introduced 

Norman French influences into the English language. 

Que-  What are some key differences between Early Modern English and Present-day 

English? 

Ans-  Early Modern English had some differences in spelling, vocabulary, and grammar 

compared to Present-day English. For example, verb conjugations were more 

complex, and spelling was less standardized. 

Que- What role did the British Empire play in the spread and influence of Modern English 

worldwide? 

Ans-  The British Empire played a significant role in spreading Modern English around the 

world, making it a global lingua franca and influencing the development of various 

English dialects. 
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Que- Which English playwright is known for popularizing many idiomatic expressions and 

phrases still used in Modern English today? 

Ans-  Alongside William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe is also known for popularizing 

many idiomatic expressions and phrases still used in Modern English.In the Middle 

English period. Northern replaced what is known as Northumbrian in the Old English 

period. Similarly, Midland takes the place of Mercian. and Southern is used for the 

older West-Saxon. Kentish continues to retain its name. 

The texts for these dialects are numerous, emerged towards the end of the 14
th

 

century, and got established as the standard language of English. 

Ques.  Discuss the role of Middle English  

Ans  The Middle English period (1100-1500) was marked by many momentous changes. 

The change of this period affected English in both its grammar and its vocabulary. 

Thos in the grammar reduced English from a highly inflected language to an 

extremely analytical one. At the beginning of the period English looks a foreign 

tongue : at the end it is Modern English.  

Middle English, evolved out of king Alfred‘s English, showed tendencies of 

inflexional decay. Characterized as one of levelled inflexions‘ Endings of the noun, adjective, 

case and gender in pronunciation as to lose their distinctive form. The full vowel ending, such 

as ‗-a‘, ‗-u‘, ‗-e‘, ‗-an‘, ‗-um‘ etc. were reduced generally to uniform – which now became 

mute at the end of the Middle English period. 

In Middle English the gentive form was originally limited to masculine and neuter 

nouns. Middle English also disappeared at the close of the period, along with so many strong 

past participles in ‗-en‘. The present pasticiple changed its ending from ‗-ende‘ to ‗-ing‘. 

In the Middle English period it began regularly to replace the simple form in negative 

and interrogative sentences (‗Do you see‘? ‗No. I don‘t see). The use of this verb has been 

quite recently extended in American. Which now says ‗Do you have?‘ and, ‗I don‘t have‘ for 

‗Have you?‘  

Word-order was not so important as in Middle or Modern English. 

Another important characteristic of Middle English was the loss of grammatical 

gender. In Old English as in Modern French and German, the gender of nouns had no link 
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with their meaning and was sometimes in direct opposition to it. Thus, ‗wifmann‘ (‗woman‘) 

was masculine, while ‗wif‘ (‗woman‘) and ‗cild‘ (‗child‘) were neutral. 

Another characteristic of Middle English is the apparent greater diversity of dialects. 

The French scribes and the English scribe trained in French schools in the Middle English 

period recorded the sounds the heard by whatever spellings seemed to them most appropriate. 

After the Norman Conquest. French became the language of the court and the ‗elite‘. 

One of the Middle English spelling devices was to write ‗u‘ as ‗o‘ in the 

neighbourhood of m, v, n and w. This explains the ‗o‘ spellings in words like come, love, 

fowl and son. The French influence was less effective the total number of French words 

adopted into English during the period concerned was slightly over ten thousand. Of these 

about 75 percent are still in current use. The spelling, vocabulary and, to some extent, 

pronunciation underwent a sea-change in the Middle English period.  

Another characteristic of Middle English is the considerable change in the Old 

English pronominal system. The first person singular ‗ic‘ (O.E.) had also become the modern 

‗I‘ by the beginning of the 13
th

 century. The Middle English period as a full-fledged 

phenomenon. It marked rather the end of the highly inflected O.E. period and heralded the 

dawn of the no inflected ‗Modern English Period. 

Que-  How did the English Language travelled from the old form to the standard 

English. 

Ans-  Of all the Middle English dialects, Midland enjoyed the pride of place. Chaucer wrote 

in East Midland, which was destined to be, the standard language of English. In the first 

place, East Midland occupied a middle position between the extreme divergences of North 

and South. Less conservative than the southern dialect, less radical than the Northern, it 

moved gradually on in 1385. 

 The East Midland dialect became the established form of writing in England. 

 Thirdly, the two great universities of the country were located in this area. Hence 

Oxford and Cambridge did much in spreading the knowledge of East Midland. 

 Fourthly, East Midland was also being spoken in and around London. After having 

analysed the reason for East Midland becoming the recognised form of speech and writing. 

The Norman conquest influenced the English language very much. Walter Map, who lived at 
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the end of the twelfth century and in the beginning of the 13
th

 century, tell us that French in 

English was regarded as old-fashioned and dialecta. 

 Edward III in 1362 opened parliament by addressing it in English. English was once 

more becoming the tongue of the educated. John of Trevisa recorded in 1385 that English 

was the language of the people, Latin of learning, and French was used to exhibit the fashion 

of polite society.  

 In the 14
th

 century began a movement in favour of the native tongue, and French, 

which reached its highest influence in the 13
th

 century. The first English document 

discovered in the British Museum and the public record office are the 14
th

 century. 

 It has been customary to regard Chaucer as the father of Modern English and to 

attribute to his genuus the literary language of English.  

 To sum up, Midland being centrally placed, succeeded in drawing people to self and 

in relegating other contemporary dialects to the country side, and thus making them quite 

exiguous. 

 In the Tudor times, the Bible and the prayer Book written in the dialect of Chaucer 

and Wyclif afforded force and momentum to the growth of English. During the Elizabethan 

age, Spenser, Shakespeare, Sidney, and host of other brilliant writers contributed much to the 

suitability and effectively of expression in the language. The first clear recognition of the fact 

that the London English was the standard written language, does not occur until 1589, when 

Art of English Poesy attributed to George Puttenham, was published.  

Middle English is a natural progression of Old English. The year 1066, the Duke of 

Normandy defeated the English King and annexed Britian to his dominion. As a result, the 

Normans, mostly speaking French. came into close contact with the Britain. Chaucer began 

writing with the translation of Le Romount de la Rose. 

1. Southern, in this dialect we have „Lives of St. Catherine and St. Juliana.‟ 

2. Kentish. It is represented by the Kentish sermons. 

3. Midland. It has given us a delightful work, namely ‗Piers the Plowman‘ by 

William Langland. 

In the Middle English period. Northern replaced what is known as Northumbrian in 

the Old English period. Similarly, Midland takes the place of Mercian. and Southern is used 

for the older West-Saxon. Kentish continues to retain its name. 
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The texts for these dialects are numerous, emerged towards the end of the 14
th

 

century, and got established as the standard language of English. 

The Middle English period (1100-1500) was marked by many momentous changes. 

The change of this period affected English in both its grammar and its vocabulary. Thos in 

the grammar reduced English from a highly inflected language to an extremely analytical 

one. At the beginning of the period English looks a foreign tongue : at the end it is Modern 

English.  

Middle English, evolved out of king Alfred‘s English, showed tendencies of 

inflexional decay. Characterized as one of levelled inflexions‘ Endings of the noun, adjective, 

case and gender in pronunciation as to lose their distinctive form. The full vowel ending, such 

as ‗-a‘, ‗-u‘, ‗-e‘, ‗-an‘, ‗-um‘ etc. were reduced generally to uniform – which now became 

mute at the end of the Middle English period. 

In Middle English the gentive form was originally limited to masculine and neuter 

nouns. Middle English also disappeared at the close of the period, along with so many strong 

past participles in ‗-en‘. The present pasticiple changed its ending from ‗-ende‘ to ‗-ing‘. 

In the Middle English period it began regularly to replace the simple form in negative 

and interrogative sentences (‗Do you see‘? ‗No. I don‘t see). The use of this verb has been 

quite recently extended in American. Which now says ‗Do you have?‘ and, ‗I don‘t have‘ for 

‗Have you?‘  

Word-order was not so important as in Middle or Modern English. 

Another important characteristic of Middle English was the loss of grammatical 

gender. In Old English as in Modern French and German, the gender of nouns had no link 

with their meaning and was sometimes in direct opposition to it. Thus, ‗wifmann‘ (‗woman‘) 

was masculine, while ‗wif‘ (‗woman‘) and ‗cild‘ (‗child‘) were neutral. 

Another characteristic of Middle English is the apparent greater diversity of dialects. 

The French scribes and the English scribe trained in French schools in the Middle English 

period recorded the sounds the heard by whatever spellings seemed to them most appropriate. 

After the Norman Conquest. French became the language of the court and the ‗elite‘. 

One of the Middle English spelling devices was to write ‗u‘ as ‗o‘ in the 

neighbourhood of m, v, n and w. This explains the ‗o‘ spellings in words like come, love, 

fowl and son. The French influence was less effective the total number of French words 
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adopted into English during the period concerned was slightly over ten thousand. Of these 

about 75 percent are still in current use. The spelling, vocabulary and, to some extent, 

pronunciation underwent a sea-change in the Middle English period.  

Another characteristic of Middle English is the considerable change in the Old 

English pronominal system. The first person singular ‗ic‘ (O.E.) had also become the modern 

‗I‘ by the beginning of the 13
th

 century. The Middle English period as a full-fledged 

phenomenon. It marked rather the end of the highly inflected O.E. period and heralded the 

dawn of the no inflected ‗Modern English Period. 

Que-  Write a note on the Modern English. What are its characteristics? 

Ans-  Modern English period is said to have started in 1453 A.D. with the fall of 

Constantinople into the hands of the Turks and the consequence spread of the Greek scholars 

on the Continent. We witness no fewer than four world-shaking events by the end of the 

fifteenth century leaving their traces on it. These four events are : the renaissance, the 

Reformation, the invention of printing by Caxton in  1476, and the discovery of America in 

1492 by Columbus. 

 The Renaissance brought many Greek words in its train and there was a great influx 

of these into English, in addition to such as had been previously introduced through the 

medium of Latin. Greek began to be taught at Cambridge about 1540. 

 The Reformation accelerated the struggle of the English nation against the corrupt 

authority, of the Catholic Church and the Pope of Roime. Directly the East Indian Company, 

set up in 1600 A.D. began to show its armed victories with the battle of Plassey in 1757. The 

result was the inevitable introduction of numerous East Indian words into English. English 

has also borrowed words from Dutch, (in quite modern times). Russian, Turkish and 

Hungarian, besides many of its colonies. 

 The Elizabethans enjoyed a great freedom of expression and ―the result was a 

language of unsurpassed richness and beauty, which however, defies all rules. To the 

Elizabethan it seemed as if almost any word could be used in any grammatical relation-

adverbs for verbs for nouns or adjectives, nouns and adjectives for verbs and adverbs‖ (L.P. 

Smith). 

 With the Restoration came a new age of French influence. Charles II and his Court 

had lived long in France. French fashions were supreme in the English court, polite speech 
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and literature were once more filled with French expressions. The French words borrowed 

during this period were not naturalized.  

 The Augustan age was though all for the preservation of many Latin words and even 

of syntax, the voices for the ‗purification‘ and removal of ‗cumbersomeness‘. With the 

Romantic Movement there was an increased historical sense and a keen interest in the past. 

The age discarded the guady and ‗inane pharaseology by the school of pope. 

 During the Vicorian age. English has been commanding a matchless position in the 

family of world-Language. As the time is science-oriented, our language has also become 

more and more scientific. 

 The most important features of the early Modern English period are the Great Vowel 

shift and the rise of Standard English. English long vowels and the obvious result was the 

most characteristic differences between Chaucerian pronunciation and that of the present day. 

 The Middle ages had been Keenly interested in matters of philosophy and religion, 

whereas Man has now drifted rowards science and agnosticism. Another characteristic of 

Modern English is the freedom from dry lexicography, literal pedantry, and other 

cumbersome adumbrations. Nouns are being used adjectives, as in ‗bustation and ‗boy-

friend‘: verbs are employed as nouns, e.g., ‗a wash‘, ‗a cut‘, etc. 

 To sum up, English has the brightest prospect for becoming an international language 

in the near future. 

Que-  Discuss the Celtic. Scandinavian, French & American influence upon English. 

Ans-  English has crossed many a ‗stream‘. As a result, foreign elements have passed into it.  

(a) Celtic : The Celtic elements in early English is practically non-existent. In the past a 

number of Celtic words in English were usually over estimated so that the tendency of study 

has to lessen rather than to increase the list, Henry Bradley says, “Modern investigation has 

shown that the number of Celtic words which are found in English before the 12
th

 

century are less than a dozen, and of these several appear from their form to have been 

learnt not from the Britons but from the Irish missionaries from lona to Northumbria”.   

Anglo-Saxons conquered the Celts and relegated them to the position of slaves. They 

are also known as the Ancient Britons, who were actually the aborigines of England. Their 

language persisted in those regions which were not over-run by the Anglo-Saxon, and still 

survives as Welsh, Scotch, Gaelic and Irish and Manx. 
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Celtic words appear to have entered the language during the Middle Ages, though 

English words were freely adopted by Celtic during that period. In the sixteenth century, a 

few Gaelic words filtered in, mostly from Ireland, for English had no direct contact with the 

Scottish Highlands. 

The great rush of Scotch Gaelic words began in the mid 18
th

 century, the picturesque 

scenery of the Highlands began to attract visitors from the south, Johnson and Boswell, who 

mention and explain words belonging to the landscape, such as ‗cairn‘ and ‗loch‘, or 

characteristic of the highlanders, such as ‗claymore‘ and ‗coronch‘.  

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reports that at Andredes-ceaster or Pevensey a struggle 

occured between the native population and the newcomers and ―not a single Briton was left 

alive.‖ Even where such a genocide on mass scale did not occur, the conquerors allowed a 

fewer survivals of the Celtic population.  

The ‗Thames‘ is a Celtic river name, and various Celtic words for river or water are 

preserved in the names ‗Avon‘, ‗Exe‘, ‗Usek‘, ‗Dover‘, and ‗Wye‘ Celtic words meaning 

‗hill‘ are found in place-names like ‗Barr‘, ‗Breson and others. Certain other Celtic elements 

occur more or less frequently such as ‗cumb‘ (a deep valley) in ames like ‗Duncombe‘. 

‗Holcombe‘, ‗Winchombe‘, ‗torr‘ (high rock, peak) in ‗Torr‘, ‗Torcross‘, ‗Torhill‘, ‗Pill‘ (a 

tidal creek) in ‗pulle‘, ‗huntspill‘, and ‗brocc‘ (badger) in ‗Brockholes‘, ‗Brockhalls‘, etc. 

(b) Scandinavian : 

 Near the end of the Old English period, the Danes came to England. They were the 

inhabitants of Scandinavia and Denmark, one time neighbours of the Anglo-Saxon and 

closely related to them in language and blood. But in the eighth century a change, econoic, 

possibly policical, occurred in this area and made them restless and adventurous. They began 

a series of attacks upon all the lands adjacent to the North Sea and the Baltic. The Swedes 

established a kingdom in Russia; Norwegians colonized parts of the British Isles, the Faroes 

and Icland, and from there pushed on to Greenland and the coast of Labrador; the Danes 

founded the dukedom of Normandy and finally conquered English in the beginning of the 

eleventh century under their wise and spirited king. Cnut. The king of Denmark began to rule 

England capital. 

 There are three well marked stages of the Scandinavian attacks upon England.  

(1) the period of early raids, beginning according to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in 

787 and continuing until about 850. 
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(2) the period that included the work of large armies and is marked by widespread 

plundering in all parts of the country and by extensive settlements, extending 

from 850 to 878. 

(3) the period of political adjustment and assimilation from 878 to 1042. During 

this period, the Danes agreed to accept Christianity. 

As the Anglo-Saxons and the Danes came closer due to the historical facts noted 

above, their language also left their marks on each other. Chronologically, the Scandinavian 

influence upon the English language is the third important element. 

The Scandinavian word meant a ‗vision of the night‘. Thus while the form of the word 

‗dream‘ is English, its sense in Norse. So powerful was the Danish influence that not only 

nouns, adjectives and verbs were borrowed, but even pronouns as ‗they‘, ‗their‘ also came 

from the same source. 

While Norse words began to enter the spoken language in the times of the Danish 

supremacy, they entered but slowly into the written language and hence only a few appear 

before the close of the Old English period. Examples of those words which have come down 

to modern times are : call, crave, fellow, haven, husband, hustings, knife, law, take, and 

wrong. 

(1) In Teutonic words the sound combination of ‗sk‘ (sometimes ‗sc‘) points to 

the Norse origin. Examples are : sky [scarce, scan, scream, scrab, skull, skin, 

skill, skull, scant, bask, etc. 

(2) Teutonic words with hard ‗k‘ or ‗g‘ where genuine English words would have 

‗y‘, ‗j‘ or ‗ch‘ may be regarded as of Norse origin : examples are : given, gift, 

get, guest; also the words drag, dregs, egg, flag.  

(3) Teutonic words with ‗ei‘ or ‗ai‘ are also Norse, examples are : hail raid, raise, 

reindeer, swain, gait, their, wait, etc. 

We find many Scandinavian words dealing with administration. The Danes re-

organized the administrative machinery and introduced a powerful law throughout the 

ekingdon. The very word ‗Law‘ is Scandinavian. 

The Scandinavian words are mostly short and their shortness is in harmony with the 

monosyllabic character of the native stock as a whole. Owing to this fact, they are far less felt 

as foreign words than any other. The Scandinavian element is to be felt in English Grammar. 
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We have such pronouns as ‗they‘, ‗them‘, ‗their‘, from this fource. One more Scandinavian 

pronoun is ‗same‘. We also find such pronominal adverbs as ‗hethen‘, ‗whethen‘, (hence, 

thence, ‗whence‘) which displaced the native forms ‗heonan‘, ‗thana‘, ‗hwanan‘.  

The use of ‗shall‘ and ‗will‘ and the universal place of the genitive case before its 

nouns placed it very often after it (are due to Scandinavian influence was considerable. 

Because of its extent and the intimate way in which the borrowed elements were 

incorporated, it is one of the most interesting of the foreign influences that have contributed 

to the English language. 

Que-  Write a short essay on Renaissance English. 

Ans-  He Renaissance was an intellectual rebirth which ―showed itself in the effort of the 

individual to free himself from the rigid institutions of the Middle Ages, feudalism and the 

church; and a assert this right to live, ito think and to express himself in accordance with a 

more flexible secular code‖. (Moody and Lovett).  

 Renaissance, as Symonds points out, ―denotes the whole transition from Middle Ages 

to the modern world.‖ Michelet calls it ―The discovery by manking of himself and of the 

world‖. Sichel also remarks : ―It was a movement. a revival of iman‘s ipower, a reawakenting 

of consciousness of himself and of ithe universe.‖ In the words of Tillyard ―Renaissance was 

the manifestation of new life, and outburst of virtuous floriding after the cramping restraints 

and withering asceticisms of the Middle Ages. 

 The renaissance, was an intellectual movement for the revival of Latin and Greek 

classics which began to permeata and stir English mind latter half of the fifteenth century. 

The study of Latin and Greek introduction the people of England to a new world of glamour 

and splendour of classics in the literary circles, language is always undergoing changes, 

modification alteration and transformation but the renaissance movement gave it fillip and 

accelerated its pace. 

 Its first impact was noticeable in the wide manifestation of a consccious interest in the 

English language and an awareness of its problems. Books, pamphlets, prefaces, and other 

such literature came out defending a national language. English being most suitable and 

preferrable they defended the English language against the foreign language like French, 

Latin or Greek. 

 A number of books came out in its defence which laid emphasis on property 

pronunciation of English for the guidance of foreigners as well as for all other who found 
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native dialect not conforming to the standard language of London. Thus Renaissance was the 

first epoch-making event of the age followed by Industrial Revolution and migration to New 

Lands like U.S., Australia, Canada and Newzealand. All these factors are responsible for the 

enrichment of the English language and making a fit language for all purposes – trade and 

commerce, science and technology, and language of communication on international level. 

 English in the Renaissance was much more plastic than now, Adjectives appear as 

adverbs, or nouns, or verbs and there was no rigid grammatical rules. It was the age with the 

characteristics of youth-vigour, a attempts were being made for a uniform standard language, 

yet there existed a considerable variety of use-alternative forms in the grammer experiments 

with new words, variations in pronunciations and spelling.  

 Thirdly it was the period when drastic changes were being made to make it a standard 

language. There was a great vowel shifting exercise which brought about a lot of changes in 

pronunciation and spellings. It was the period when “thought was liberated and broadened 

so that it broke its scholastic frame-work, a rebellion against spiritual authority 

rewonder at the heaves and the earth as they were revealed by the discoveries of the 

navigators and astronomy; superior beauty was perceived in the literature of classical 

antiquity, particularly in the recent recovered works of ancient Greece.” 

 Historically speaking “The age was important for its intellectual progress, for the 

introduction of printing, for the discovery of America, for the beginning of the 

Reformation, and the growth and for the growth of political power among the common 

people.” 

 There were slight changes in the use of pronouns. Thou, they, thee were no longer 

used ye was substituted by you. In some cases, the verbs with suffixes were commonly used 

like telleth, giveth, saith, doth etc. which however took the forms, tells, gives, says by the 17
th

 

century. Both the forms were used and one was free to use either. 

Conclusion: 

 The use of “have wrote” for “have written” was not considered improper or 

incorrect ―says one critic. In Thomas Gray‘s ‗Elergy‘ (1751) there are spelling of words like 

housen for houses, shoon for shoes. The word service was also pronounced as sarvice. 

Similarly, we find the spelling of words sartain for certain, concrn for concern, divart for 

divert, clark for clerk, smert for smart etc. 
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Que-  What is phonetics? 

Ans-  Phonetics is the study of speech sounds and their physical properties. 

Que-  What's the difference between a consonant and a vowel? 

Ans-  Consonants involve partial or complete closure of the vocal tract, while vowels do 

not. 

Que-  What's the primary difference between voiced and voiceless sounds? 

Ans-  Voiced sounds involve vibration of the vocal cords; voiceless sounds do not. 

Que-  What's coarticulation in speech? 

Ans-  Coarticulation is the influence of one sound on the articulation of neighboring sounds 

in connected speech. 

Que-  What is a minimal pair in phonetics? 

Ans-  A minimal pair is a pair of words that differ by only one sound, and changing that 

sound changes the meaning (e.g., "cat" and "bat"). 

Que-  What are allophones in phonetics? 

Ans-  Allophones are variations of a phoneme in a particular language; they don't change 

the meaning of a word. 

Que-  What is stress in phonetics? 

Ans-  Stress is the emphasis placed on a syllable or word when speaking, affecting its 

pronunciation and meaning. 

Que-  What is intonation in speech? 

Ans-  Intonation refers to the rise and fall of pitch in speech, which conveys information 

about mood, attitude, and sentence structure. 

Que-  How do you denote a nasal sound in IPA? 

Ans-  A nasal sound is denoted by placing a tilde (~) before the relevant IPA symbol (e.g., 

[m] for the English sound in "man"). 

Que-  What is the articulatory phonetics branch concerned with? 

Ans-  Articulatory phonetics studies how speech sounds are physically produced by the 

human vocal tract. 
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Que-  How does perception relate to phonetics? 

Ans-  Perception in phonetics involves how humans hear and interpret speech sounds, 

distinguishing them from one another. 

Que-  What is word formation in linguistics? 

Ans-  Word formation is the process of creating new words in a language. It involves 

combining or altering existing words or word parts to generate novel words that 

convey specific meanings. 

Que-  What is the difference between derivation and compounding in word formation? 

Ans-  Derivation involves adding affixes (prefixes or suffixes) to existing words to create 

new ones. Compounding, on the other hand, involves combining two or more whole 

words to form a new compound word. 

Que-  Give an example of word formation through affixation. 

Ans-  An example of word formation through affixation is "happiness." The base word 

"happy" is transformed into a noun by adding the suffix "-ness." 

Que-  What is the process of blending in word formation? 

Ans- Blending is a word formation process in which parts of two or more words are 

combined to create a new word. For example, "brunch" is a blend of "breakfast" and 

"lunch." 

Que- Explain the term "back-formation" with an example. 

Ans-  Back-formation is a word formation process where a new word is created by 

removing an affix from an existing word that was mistakenly believed to be derived 

from it. An example is "edit" being formed from "editor," even though "editor" was 

not derived from "edit." 

Que-  What is a portmanteau in word formation, and provide an example. 

Ans-  A portmanteau is a word formed by blending parts of two or more words and their 

meanings. For instance, "smog" combines "smoke" and "fog" to describe a type of air 

pollution. 
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Que-  How do compound words differ from phrases in word formation? 

Ans-  Compound words are single words formed by combining two or more words (e.g., 

"teapot"). Phrases are groups of words that convey meaning but are not fused into a 

single word (e.g., "cup of tea"). 

Que-  What role do acronyms play in word formation? 

Ans-  Acronyms are formed by taking the initial letters of a group of words and 

pronouncing them as a single word. For example, "NASA" stands for "National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration." 

Que-  Explain reduplication as a word formation process. 

Ans-  Reduplication involves repeating all or part of a word to create a new word with 

modified meaning. An example is "boo-boo" to refer to a minor injury or mistake. 

Que-  How does word formation vary across languages and cultures? 

Ans-  Word formation varies across languages and cultures due to differences in linguistic 

structures, historical influences, and the need to express unique concepts. Some 

languages may rely more on derivation, while others favor compounding or other 

processes. 

Que-  What is the main goal of translation? 

Ans- In most cases, its primary objective is to accurately convey the original meaning while 

respecting the target audience's cultural values and understanding. Translating 

materials into other languages has become increasingly important in a globalized 

world where people communicate daily across cultural boundaries. 

Que-  What is the most important part of translation? 

Ans-  The most important thing in translation is for the target audience to clearly understand 

the translated text, which should flow naturally in the target language. The purpose of 

translation is to make text in a certain language understandable in another language. 

The best translators will correctly capture the meaning of the source content and 

ensure accuracy in terms of language and style. Translation is not just about taking a 

text in one language and presenting it in another. You must also capture the spirit of 

the material and be able to put it all in context. 
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Que-  What are the important elements of translation? 

Ans-  We will always match your project with a translator who is a subject matter expert 

and has the skills to replicate the source style in your target language. 

1.    Use the right tools 

As mentioned, translation memory makes translations more accurate and consistent, 

as well as reducing costs. Essentially, translation memory is a database containing previously 

translated words and phrases for your company, saving the translator time, and ensuring 

superior output. 

2.     Specialised knowledge 

Translation is not just a linguistic challenge; the context of an industry or subject 

matter is absolutely essential. With almost 20 years of experience, our teams of translators are 

often post graduates in the specific subject you‘re translating in your industry, alongside 

being language specialists too. We have wide-ranging sector experience across a variety of 

industries. From manufacturing to financial services to biotechnology and pharmaceuticals, 

we can rise to any challenge. We have translated 73 million words for 1,380 customers since 

2003. Check out our reviews on Trustpilot to see why our customers keep coming back. 

Que-  What are the best translation methods? 

Ans-  1. Word-for-word translation 

Linguists translate individual words according to their most literal meaning with little 

or no consideration of context. Because word-for-word does not take into account 

grammatical, semantic or cultural differences between languages, the original word order 

remains as is. Typically, word-for-word translation does not render quality translations (think 

machine translation), although the reader should note that word-for-word works well on 

documents like medical research reports. 

2.  Literal translation 

When it comes to literal translation, linguists translate grammatical structures of 

source text into close equivalents in the target language. In this case, words are translated 

without paying attention to connotations between them. Contrary to the word-for-word 

method, literal translation focuses on context and strives to find metaphorical equivalents in 

the target language. 
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3.  Communicative translation 

Reflecting the exact contextual meaning of the source text into the target language 

defines communicative translation. Readers receive a fully understandable, acceptable 

message. Communicative translation considers context, culture, grammar, and semantics, 

thus preferred by many specialists. Although it is not always the most technically accurate 

option, it communicates meaning in a natural way and is frequently used when translating 

text that contains culture-specific idioms, proverbs, or word play. 

Que-  What are the best translation methods? 

Ans-  1. Word-for-word translation 

Linguists translate individual words according to their most literal meaning with little 

or no consideration of context. Because word-for-word does not consider grammatical, 

semantic, or cultural differences between languages, the original word order remains as is. 

Typically, word-for-word translation does not render quality translations (think machine 

translation), although the reader should note that word-for-word works well on documents 

like medical research reports. 

2.  Literal translation 

When it comes to literal translation, linguists translate grammatical structures of 

source text into close equivalents in the target language. In this case, words are translated 

without paying attention to connotations between them. Contrary to the word-for-word 

method, literal translation focuses on context and strives to find metaphorical equivalents in 

the target language. 

3.  Communicative translation 

Reflecting the exact contextual meaning of the source text into the target language 

defines communicative translation. Readers receive a fully understandable, acceptable 

message. Communicative translation considers context, culture, grammar, and semantics, 

thus preferred by many specialists. Although it is not always the most technically accurate 

option, it communicates meaning in a natural way and is frequently used when translating 

text that contains culture-specific idioms, proverbs or word play. 

Que-  What is a translation method? 

Ans-  According to Peter Newmark, translation methods refer to activities on an entire 

document. On the other hand, translation procedures apply to smaller units such as sentences. 
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Choosing the appropriate method facilitates the translation process so that content conveys 

the right meaning in the target culture appropriately. At Acculing, we understand that 

different circumstances require different translations, and so we tailor our strategies and 

methods accordingly. 

Que-  English to Hindi Translation: Introduction 

Ans-  In simpler terms, if there is a sentence in English, translation means changing the 

language of that sentence without changing its meaning. We will understand with an 

example. Let us take the following translation: 

English: Today is a beautiful day. 

Hindi: आज बहुत सनु्दर ददन है| 

Now let‘s see how it would change the meaning with the following sentence: 

Hindi: आज बहुत अच्छा ददन ह|ै 

The first Hindi translation conveys exactly what the English sentence meant: today is a 

beautiful day. However, the second Hindi Translation may seem right but conveys something 

very different: today is a good day. The difference? The first translation talks about the visual 

beauty of the day, while the second one says the day feels good. The change may seem small 

but it makes a huge difference. 

This takes us to the next question: Can everyone translate? 

Who Can Translate? 

English is a language that is used in almost every part of the world. It is instrumental in 

connecting different parts of the world, which has greatly aided globalization. In most 

developing countries, English is fast becoming a widely spoken language. 

Translation has the following requirements: 

Fluency in the original language (here English/Hindi) 

Fluency in the target language (here English/Hindi) 

Comprehension skills in both languages 

Writing skills in both languages 

Listening skill (for audio-based translation) 
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So, with these 5 requirements, translation is a skill that needs the translator to be excellent in 

both languages. This means spoken, written, and grammar. Only with these aspects of both 

languages mastered can someone take up translating. 

what was meant. Without context, most sentences may not make sense, especially spoken 

ones. The only sentences that may not require context even while translating are facts. For 

example, saying ―the sun rises in the east‖ does not require context to translate. 

Awareness 

Translation in general requires the translator to be well-read and socially aware of the way in 

which both languages are currently changing. From formal to informal, the way sentences are 

structured different. Knowing these differences exist, why they exist, and where they should 

be applied is a skill every translator should have. 

For example, translating an article from English to Hindi require awareness of English 

phrases, the different ways in which the same word can be used to mean different things, and 

how you can convey the same meaning in Hindi. 

Practice 

In the end, all of this will only be effective with practice. With these aspects in mind and the 

following tips, you will be able to add translation to your skillset in no time. 

 

 

 

 


